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“We have heard from reliable sources that Kali Prossunno who represented the part of
Princess Bhanumati played it to perfection, and was welcomed with roars of applause
when he appeared before the admiring gaze of the audience as a beautiful girl dressed in
a rich gold-embroidered Banares Sari and decked with priceless jewels which belonged
to his family and which excited the envy of the richest men in Calcutta.””
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“When Sharmistha was acted at Belgachia the impression it created was simply
indescribable. Evan the least romantic spectator was charmed by the character of
Sharmistha and shed tears with her. As for my own feelings they were 'things to dream
of, not to tell'.”**
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A Brief Revisit on the Issue of Caste in West Bengal :

Historical Relevance from Antiquity to the Present
Biswajit Haldar

ABSTRACT :

After 2011 assembly electionsin West Bengal and ascendancy of Trinamool Congress
in state power, scholars have expected a rise of new identity politics with regard to
caste. They have seen the regime changeasa decline of “ Political over Social” ideology
practiced by CPI(M) led Left Front for 34 years. They have concluded that caste has
come upfront from under the veil to become a potent category in politics and may
herald identity politics in West Bengal. In thisarticle, firstly, | have tried to place this
debate in perspective and tried to find an alternative explanation on the relevance of
caste while conforming to their conclusions partially. Relevance of caste needs to be
studied in three spaces (social, political and economic) keeping in mind the
interdependency among them. | have taken the domain of politicsonly in this study and
looked for the relevance of casteinits political manifestations at a time point of shiftin
ideology under democracy. Secondly, as Caste asa systemisrooted in history, | referred
to its origination, gromh and maturity under different ideological regimesin the past
to have a comparison with the present. The study asserts that caste exists today not as
a systemas it were in the past but as distinct categories devoid of any hierarchy. And
recognition of MotuaMahasangha by competing political partiesirrespective of ideology
as a vote bank can only be seen as a sign of identity politics not a proof.

Introduction:

In 21% Century, before embarking on the question of Caste System and socio-economic
transformation of different castes within the system in aparticular geographica context, one
must face an objective question as“ Does caste asasystemexist in that geographical context
today?’ If theanswer isyesthenit must have abasis, one must substantiatetheanswer with
logic and supporting information. Secondly, one needsto be clear about the terminology
“Caste System”. There are definitions of “ Caste System” propounded by the scholarsfor
anaytical purposes. | will cometothat later. So,whenweaccept caste systemtill exist, there
are associated questionsto be answered. Thefollowing questionscan comeimmediately to
one'smind: When wasthe syssem comeinto being? Doesthe system separate peopleor unite
people?Isthe system hierarchic?lsit natural or cultural ?Did it remain unchanged inform
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to the Present
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and natureover time? Did the system affect peoples’ socidl, political and economic lives? s
it ahindranceto economic progress?Doesit compromisewith social justice? I sit efficient in
strict economic sense?.......thelist of questionswill be long. However, we can ask these
guestionsto any individua belonging to that particular geographical locationinafield survey.
Now looking at the questions one can understand that to answer them one needsto have
prior basic understanding on History, Politics, Sociology and Economics.

Animaginary individual having apriori knowledgewould response:
“Cageasasystemwasinitiated inlater Vedic period (800 BC?). Yes, it separatespeoplein
the categories of Varna (afourfold system). It first separates peopleand then arrange themin
ahierarchic order following the sacred Texts. Therefore, it isnot natura but cultural. The
systemdid not remain unchanged. How did the change come about isdifficult to answer,
there are o many argumentslike abolition of untouchability, modern education, urbanization,
constitutiona safeguards, reservation, etc. Whether caste system compromise with social
judticeisdifficult to comment. Inaddition, | do not really understand the question of economic
efficiency...how it isrelated with caste system. However, reservation definitely undermines
efficiency.Reservation must be on the basisof economic satus...not onthe basisof caste.”
If we have acursory check of the response given above, we can form hypotheses asunder:

(@ Cageisrelevant eventoday.

(b) Cagtehierarchy had undergone changes.

(¢) Aboalition of untouchability,moderneducation,urbanization, congtitutiond safeguards,

reservation areeffectiveway of withering caste hierarchy.

(d) Reservation underminesefficiency.

(e) Castehierarchy underminesefficiency.
Individual perceptions might carry bias. Individual knowledge at aparticular point intimeis
limited and only continuousthriving make the understanding dynamic. However, for that we
need workable hypotheses, adefined spaceand time.
Inthisparticular study, | will treat one hypothesis: Casteisrelevant today. My chosen space
isWest Bengal.

Theideological shift :
West Bengd withitshigtory of aquarter of acentury went through different ideological regimes.
Sinceindependencein 1947 till 1977 West Bengal had beenruled by the CongressParty and
Left Partieswereat the oppostion. In 1977, the Left Front camein power and after 34 years
of rule gaveinto Trinamool Congressin 2011. All these governments are claimed to be
secular and do not believein any form of discriminationwith respect to religion, caste, gender
etc. | must recall acomment madeby thefirst LF Chief Minister of Bengal Mr. Jyoti Basu
(1980),

“ Caste as legacy of the feudal System and viewing the social scene from
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casteist angle is no longer relevant for West Bengal” .1
Thiscomment at first cursory look may reveal that asahead of thegovernment, Jyoti Basu
was denouncing therelevance of caste but instead, he put through hisideological position
ofviewing the socia scene not through the casteist angle but through the classangle. Class
Struggle alone can bring about socio-economic transformation. Inwest Bengal class politics
apparently subsumed caste politics (Sinharay, 2012)
Now | must recall another Quote ofMamata Banerjee (2009) after the good show in
2008 panchayat electionin West Bengal. Sheisquoted assaying :
“1 shall work for the Motuas as long as | am alive.l was moved when
Baro Ma told me how her people being looked down upon as most of
them belonged to lower castes.| do not believe in casteism and have no
problem if people call me low-caste.l have instructed the railways to fill
up all posts for SC-ST immediately” 2
So there had been two ideological shiftsinWest Bengal politics, onein 1977 and the other in
2011. In thefirst one, caste is not regarded as a political instrument required for socio-
economic transformation while in the other an overt recognition of a particular caste
(Namasudra in the sense) and its problems of social status which in turn depending on
citizenship status. Seeanother important point inthe quote that postsbelonging to SC-ST in
government departmentsallegedly not filled up induetimeis addressed by Mamata Banerjee
and at that sametime sheused it asanelectoral trick over her politica rivals.

TheRecent Debateson Caste Relevancein Bengal : West Bengal Assembly Election,

2021

BeforetheAssembly ElectionsinWest Benga,2021 many political analystsand journaistsin

have predicted that lower caste Hindu support thistimeisgoing to favour Bharatiya Janata

Party and there are chances of ashift inideology. Kumar (2021) opines,
“Thespectre of identity Politics is haunting West Bengd. Unlike in the past, the
ongoing identitarian eectord pitch by the two main contenders for power TMC
and BJP has started resembling the political rhetoric of other states undermining
the cdlaim of Bengdi exceptionaliam. The latest example is the competing promises
to indude the Mahishyas, dong with three more castes in the OBC lig. Mamata
Banerjee accused BJP of Copying from the TMC manifesto the idea of extending
reservation to these backward Hindu castes.”

Kumar (2021) used aphrase called“ Subdtern Hidutva’ as aprocess by which BJP hasbeen

successfully mohilizing lower caste support initsfavour. | donot have scopeto enter into any

greater detail hereas| just want to point out that competing ideologiesregarding casteswere

not part of ahierarchic system of past but asdistinct and separate categories.

After the eection result was published, Roy (2021) dighted theidea of subaltern-hindutva.

To him, it wasnot dueto thefaith inHindutvaon part of thelower castesbut dueto astrategy
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to bargain for the prime demand of citizenship expressed under the aegis of Motua
Mahasangha.

My takefromthisisagain that castesare not seenany more asapart of hierarchy. Inthiscase
again Roy (2021) took the case of Motuas and Namasudras, as separate and distinct
categories. Motuas or Namasudras are in no way supporters of aBrahmanical society as
they have struggled for ther identitiesin colonia Bengd. The Wholeaccountsof their struggle
arerecorded in Sekhar Bandopadyay (2011).

Debates on Caste Relevancein Bengal : After the election, 2011

A debateon politicsinWest Bengd after along ideological regimefinally voted out of power
in 2011 started. The debate centered around caste and its hitherto hidden relevance in West
Bengal Politics. Sinharay (2012) argues, “thecasteisno longer diento the politics of West
Bengal”. The previousalsence of caste asan argument in West Bengal political equations
sinceindependence, according to Sinharay (2012), isattributableto the secular publicimage
of Congressintheinitid yearsand thenthe dasspoliticsof left Front Coditionsfor aprolonged
period of morethanthree decades. Hecited the particular example of Motua Sect’ sreassertion
of itspresence, which arose out of theindifference of the Left Front towardsthe caste question,
the bhadral ok dominance over its leadership and its non-cooperation with the Mandal
Commissoninthe 1980s.

Chandraand Nielsen (2012) on the other hand, put emphasised onrethinking the propostion
that castedid not matter to politicsinWest Bengal electorally or otherwise. Hequoted from
Partha Chatterjee (1997) and Sekhar Bandopadhyay (2011) in Support of hisideathat the
“diguncture between bhadral ok and itsothersis neither new nor irrelevant to understanding
politicsand society in West Bengal Today” . Chandraand Nielsen (2012) areof the opinion
that West Bengal islike any other parts of I ndiainterms of socio-economicredlity. Rather
West Bengal isworse compared to those parts of Indiawhere movements against upper
castedominanceover thelower castegroupsand its Brahmanica safeguards posed serious
chadlenges over the 20" Century. They quoted Aloysius, G (1998) “Upper consciousnessis
so dominant among the intelligentsiathat little research has been done on the egalitarian
aspirationsemanating fromthetraditionaly depressed communities’. It seemsthat asphysical
labor exertion isataboo among the bhadral oks (this particular consciousnessisrootedin
socio religious history) conducting rigorousfield research onthisisrare. Chandraand Nidsen
cited anthropologists account like Dayabati Roy (2012), M ukulika Banerjee (2010) to show
the perastence of casteinlocal power relations, even under the Left Front. They have cited
Arlid Ruud (1994) and Marvin Davis(1983) to show limited socid transformation under L eft
Front regime and holdsthe society asone of “inequality hierarchy and rank, separatenessand
distinction”. They have concluded, “1f Anthropology isstill the science that chases mythiit
certainly seemsto haveitswork cut out in\West Bengal.

The second regponse came from Bandopadhyaya (2012). According to theauthor,” any attempt
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a understanding the presence of castein\West Bengal today callsfor a contextualization of
the problem by studying the History of Caste Politicsin pre-independence united Bengal” .
She disagreed with Sinharay (2012) on the newness of caste politicsin Bengal today but
agreed with Sinharay (2012) and Chandra and Nielsen (2012) on the relevance of caste
politicsin West Bengal today. She additionally pointed out that not only in the apparently
uningtitutiondized politicsof people caste mettersbut evenintherealmof formd indtitutionalized
politicsit matters. Substantiating her argument she cited the example of Bangiya Jana Sangha
(1922) headed by Manindranath Mandal, a Poundra-kshatriya leader to create a counter
hegemonic position against bhadralok politics.Bangiya Jana Sangha Stood Firmly with
Ambedkar on the issue of a separate electorate. She cited the example of Jogendranath
Mandal and his BPSCF (Bengal Provincial Scheduled Caste Federation) a branch of
Ambedkar’sAll India Scheduled Castes Federation and BPSCF' srole in 1946 elections
(Sen,2012). Bandopadhyay echoed the same as Sinharay and Chandra-Nielsen ontherole
of Marxistsas bhadral ok upper castes occupying the leadership of the communist party and
lower castesasits cadres. However, shedid not regard Motua Mahasangha as an organized
voice of Namasudras and furthermore she did not think therise of Motuacould be seen as
onethat would bring back castein Benga politicswhereit was banished in 1947 becausethe
bhadral ok politics played itsroleto split it into parts along the mainstream political divisions.
To quote Bandopadhyay (2012),” it remainsto be seen whether the different dalit castescan
formtheir own platformand create space for an independent dalit politicshere or whether

they would continueto play into bhadralok hands’.
Thethird responseinthisdebate wasprovided by Partha Chatterjee (2012) inwhich Chetterjee
holds Uday Chandraand Kenneth Bo Nielsen correct indrawing the attentionto the relevance
of casteinWest Bengd Politics. Inframing hisargument, Chatterjeeregarded Bengd Partition
asauniquebackground. Thepolitica redlitiesbeforeand after partition needsto be undersood
inclear terms. Chatterjee regarded rise of upper caste Hindu dominancein colonial Bengal
becauise of declinein Mudimnohility,colonid land settlementsand adoption of Englisheducation
by upper caste Hindus. However, in course of time rich Mudim peasantries came up in
considerable numbers in the 1930s and 1940s in eastern and northern Bengal and after
provincia autonomy of 1935, it wasclear that Bengd would be governed by Mudlim politicians.
In Chatterjee’swords, rising Muslim middle class posed athreat to the predominance of
upper caste Hindusin the municipalities, universties, in the bar associations and elsewhere.
Eventually mgority among Hindus demanded partition of Benga. Post 1947 had brought
somelong-term effects. According to Chatterjee (2012) the changes can be highlighted as

under:
(i) Traditiona rurd lifein East Benga based on caste and communal relations gave way
to urban refugeelife based on common lossand struggle.

(i Refugee coloniestended to be roughly homogeneous by caste and district origin.
Therefore, castepracticein rura society becameadistant memory and not transmitted
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to thenext generations.

(i) Question of casteremainrelevant in thetime of negotiating marriages.

(iv) Refugee movementsin and around Kolkataled mainly by the upper castes.
So, whether inthe government or inthe oppositionit wasthe upper caste Hindusall the way.
During the Left Front decades social institutions became amere extension of the political
party, there wasthe complete dominance of the political over the social (Chatterjee,2012).
It is true that despite significant presence of lower caste population in West Bengal
institutionalized caste politicsis absent here. Most research articleswhilereferring to caste
politics in West Bengal refer to Matua Mahasangha (MM) as a symbol of caste politics
though MM isareligious sect founded by Harichand Thakur (1812-1878). Later his Son
Guruchand Thakur (1846-1937 formalized the doctrines of the sect to suit the needs of the
emerging lower caste peasant community. Guruchand himself believed that “if the namasudras
did not actively participate in politics, socia power would continueto eudethem. But their
politicswasto be of different nature; its prime objective would be to demand their legitimate
share of the opportunities created by the colonial state, that iseducation, employment and
political representation.” (Bandopadhyay, 2008). Therefore, it isunderstandablewhy MM
doesnot want to beinthe politicswe are conceiving of. Ayan Guha (2017) pointed out the
limits of caste politicsinwest Bengal whilereferring to Sinharay (2012). MM isunableto
mobilize all its membersinfavor of a particular political party. The reason behind istheir
primary demand of citizenship which resurfaced again following the Citizenship amendment
Bill. So onemight arguethat they haveto align with the party in power both at the centreand
at the state. Secondly, MM or Namasudras are not the only SC categoriesin Bengd. There
are other significant categories such as Rajbanshi, Pods, Bauri, Bagdi and Chamars.
Obvioudy, there are demand mismatches between these caste categories. Thelower castes
are never dominant over any considerable geographical area of West Bengal in terms of
numbers and landholding unlike the Jats, Rajputs, Ahirsand Yadavsinthe North Indian
states. (Ayan Guha, 2017)
The above debate gives usindication that politicsin west Bengal had been dominated by
upper caste groupsirrespective of ideologiesfor variousreasons. But the most ominous one
being the“Politica Over Socid” practiced by the Left Front over along 34 yearsrule. So, a
shift inideology in 2011 madetheresearchersto believe that therewill be anew donto caste
identity politicsinWest Bengd. Despite thelimitsto Caste identity Politicsin West Bengal
unlike the other north Indian states, casteremainsrelevant for vote bank politics of upper
caste Bengdi Bhadralok.
Now we will present abrief historical account of the evolution of the system of castesin
Bengd sinceitsembryo to locate the past relevance and to understand the difference between
thetwo.
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Bengal’s Distant Past : Past Relevance of Caste

The caste and class base of Bengali Society today (Geographicaly a much wider area
than Present day West Bengal) isnot the same asit werein the past i.e. the base underwent
transformation since the inception of the Bengali Society as Bengali Society. We can have
socid, historical accounts and anthropologica accountsto trace the path of transformation
under different ideological regimes(fromlibera to conservative, fromcolonia to post-colonid).
Indoing that we will draw primarily upon Dr. Nihar Ranjan Roy’s pioneering work “Bangalir
Itihas (History of the Bengali People) published in Bengali in 1949. Roy on the basis of
available historical contentshasgiven anideaof ancient Bengal comprising of Pundra, Gawr,
Rarh, Summha, Bajra, Tamralipti, Samatat, and Bangasince earliest historical period till 600-
700AD (Hood, 1994, P96 (the Englishtrandation of Roy). Inthefirst half of 7" century AD,
Sasankawas enthroned asKing of Gaur and Gaur cameinto being asaunified state unit from
mere an inhabited settlement under reign of King Sasanka. Theimportance of Gaur roseto
such aheight that continued through the Pal eratill Sen-Barman Dynasty in 13" Century AD.
However since the 8" Century AD Bengal became synonymous with three settlements
Pundrabardhan (Pundra), Gaur and Banga. All other Settlementsfinally weresubsumedin
these three gradually. Palaand SenaKingswanted to beidentified as Kings of Gaur. Roy
thinksthat there was a conscious effort since the period of Sasankato uniteall settlements
andto giveit onenameasGaur. Thisconsciouseffort finally matured in the Palaand Senaera.
Interestingly, Vangatill then existed asacompetitor maintained itsautonomy in itsessence.
Quoting fromthe book :

“Vanga, scorned and dlighted by the Aryan society and its culture and the
name which lessened the dignity and prestige of the Sena kings.” (Roy Ibid p. 97)

S0, theeffort to unitethesettlementsunder one Gaur identity did not becomefully successful.
Bengd asBengd did not happeninHindu erarather “Vanga' becameimportant in Pathanera
and finaly inthe time of Mughal emperor Akbar the ancient Bengal comprising all mentioned
settlementscame to be named and campaigned as* Subeh Bangld” whichmaturedinto Benga
during the Colonial Period (Roy : 1bid 97)

Hereone point whichisimportant for my Study is(i) Gaur was centreor controlling point
and it were the upper Casteswho were at the Centre (ii) Gaur was the centre for Aryan
culture and civilization whereas Bangawas hated and neglected dueto itsnon-Aryan nature.
Dr. Roy (1949) tried to giveapicture with necessary detailson the basisof available hisorical
contents spread over ancient texts, inscriptions, hereditary accounts (Kulgji Granthamala)
and land records (Bhumi Pattoli), etc. He sketched the picture onlogical groundsthrough
accepting and rgjecting the records objectively and thus created anarrativeon society, culture,
people, and occupation under changing circumstancesuntil the end of the Sen-Barman Dynasty.
From hisaccounts, we can have ampleindicationsabout the economic life of its peopleand
how it revolvesaround the changing nature of social institutions eventually got so rigid and
conservative putting an unsurmountable bar on socio-economic transformation of the society.
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Casteand classOrder in Ancient Bengal
According to Roy Indian Caste, order isafusion of pre-Arian and arian-bramhanic culture
and traditions. Before the establishment of an Aryan-Brahmanic State in Guptaperiod, the
Brahminic religion, culture, caste order etc. did not get acceptancein ancient Bengd. Later
on, therewerecontinuous conflict between traditionsand cultures at the lowest layer of the
cagte order and beyond. Non-Arians accepted adefeat intheir political and economic struggle
first but socid and cultural defeat were not immediate rather gradua. Notwithstanding the
defeat, inthelowest tier of the Bengali Society, onecanfind the Brahminic caste order loose
and theprevalence of old pre-Arianorder. Nihar Ranjan Roy hasidentified five stagesof the
caste pattern before attaining maturity in Senaperiod:

() Introduction of theArianisation (Roy Ibid 167),

(i) Guptaera.(lbid171)

(iiiy PalaEra, (1bid176)

(iv) Chandraand Kambojaregime (I1bid 182)

(v) Sen-BarmanEra. (1bid 184)
It isimportant to note herethat inthe last sagetwo dynasties Plaand Chandradeclined and
replaced by Sena and Barman dynasty. Pala and Chandra were Buddhists and Bengalis
whereas Senaswere Karnat Brahmans (later taken up the professon of Kshatriyasand were
known asBrahmakshatriyas) and Barmanswerekshatriyasfromkalinga Roy assertsthat “In
the context of Socid history of the Bengali peoplethesetwo facts are extremely important
and their sgnificanceisfar reaching. (1bid 184)

lused Roys account to serve a specific purpose just to show that from the beginning
(Aryanisation) to the Sena-Barman Dynasty that the Brahminic caste order survived al conflicts
withthe old social order and became so pervasivethat it established itself asamonopoly
ingtitution according to the desire and directivesof the state. Brahminic religion, culture, and
caste order had been flooding Benga for 300 yearsthrough the Gupta Eraand the flow was
uninterrupted eveninthe Palaera(though the Palakingswere Buddhists) asthe Palakings
were libera and secular intheir outlook. The Palakingsregarded Brahminicreligionand
culture asalarger synthesis of ideals but The Sen-Barman Dynasty denounced al other
traditionsand culturebut the Brahminic order. “ Brahmanism, itssociety and its caste system
developed unchallenged, there been no recognition of of othersideal and syssems’ (Roy, 1bid
190)
So it canbeininferred fromthe accounts given by Roy in hispioneering work that Brahminic
order reached its maturity by thefollowing means:

() A winover the Non-aryansby dint of war (political and Economic)

(i) Aryanisation (social and Culturd),

(i) Using Casteorder (religious)

(iv) Using State Power to safeguard the socio-religiousingtitutions.
The above meanscreated a Caste order, whichis obviousy headed by Brahmins. Except the
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Brahmins, dl other castesare hybrid castesin Bengal and considered as Sudras. | will avoid
thedetailsof hybridization here. | will consder Dr. Roy'spostion that inancient Bengd there
wereno Kshatriyas and Baishyas (Source: Brihaddharmapuranaand Brahmabaibartapurana)
(Roy, Ibid 194). The Brahmins have ordered dl the hybrid castesin categories as (Uttam
Sankar, Madhyam Sankar and Adham Sankar according to Brihaddharmapurana) and Sat-
Sudraand Asat-Sudraaccording to Brhmabaibartapurana. Wefind 41 castesaccording to
their occupations and they are graded according to the principle of purity and pollution*.
Both the puranas mentioned casteswhich are absolutely polluting and outside the Brahminic
four-Barna Systemi.e. they are the untouchables and constitute thefifth caste.

Economic Classesin Ancient Bengal : A brief Account (Roy, 1994)

Now wewill turnto the economic classesduring thisperiod (from 600 AD to 1300AD).
Thesociety inancient Bengad wasdivided in economic classestoo. Theorigination of these
classes was dependent on social production and itsdistribution. The society was based on
private property unlike primitive communist societiesin the pre-historic phase. The sourcesof
wedthwasagriculture, artisry and trade and commerce. Agriculture and tradewerethemain
sources of wealth. Right to private land and property were controlled by the state. Wealth
producing classesdid not havethedistributive powers. Rather it waswiththelanded gentry
and State. The state had morecontrol over land andits produce and relatively lesser control
over artistry and trade in terms of distribution of the social production. Onthebasisof three
sectorsthere had been three classesand within each classthere weretiers according to the
production and distribution of the social output. However, there are peoplein the societies
who do not producewealth directly but of socia importance. At oneend theintelligentsia
(educationids, scientidts, artists, linguidts, writers, priests, etc.) and at the other end the people
inservitude (Rajak, Bauri, Bagdi, Hari, Dom, Chandal, Pod etc). These two classes do not
producefood directly but according to Brahminic hierarchy, intelligentsiadid consume more
and people in servitude did consume less. Occupation or livelihood was caste based and
caste wasdependent on birth thenit isnot surprising that distribution had been controlled by
superiority of caseand class. Inthisperiod, Caste and Classwere synonymouswith fewer
exceptions.Not all the classes and sub-classescameinto being suddenly rather they evolved
asthe societiesprogressed. With more complex social divison of labourersthere had been
increase inthe number of classesand Sub-classes (Roy 1bid 212, 213).

To haveanideaonthe classorder inancient Bengal Dr. Roy considered the available land
sale and donation records (bhumi Pattoli)*, Charyapada, Brihaddharmapurana,
Brahmabaibartapuran and the Smritisashtras).

Again, | will avoid detailsand mention only those classeswho are present on land records
(pattoli). Two classesare evident (i) Roya people (i) Tradersand Merchants. Besdesthem
there are Brahmans, Mahattara, Kutumbin, Byabaharin* (5" Century AD to 7" Century AD).
However, inthe Bhumi Pattolissince 8" Century AD to 13" Century AD showsthat the land
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donation or saleisbeing advertised to al contemporary classes of that period. | mportant to
mention herethat During 5-7" century the patolisdid not have mentionsof farmer classesbut
in 8"-13" century they were being mentioned. Dr. Roy explained the phenomenon asaresuilt
of shift inemphasisonland and agricultureaway fromtrade and Commerce. Thereareample
evidences showing donation of land to the Brahminsthroughout thisperiod. These canbe

summarised asinthefollowing table:

5th— 7t century

8" —13" Century

Trade and commercewerethe main activity

Bengal became dependent on agriculture
following the decline of earlier trade and
commerce.

century.

Land and agriculturewerebecoming themain | Production relationsare feudal.
activity in 6" century.
Spread of Brahminical order inthe late 7"| Few feudal lords (Mahamandalik,

Mhasamanta) at one end and innumerable
landless peasantson the other end and severa
layersof intermediariesin between them.

Artisans, Traders and Merchants were the
dominant class

Creation of awell-defined and united state
created in turn a definite class of govt.
servantsthough divided further in hierarchic
layers on the basis of role and relative
importanceto the state affairs.

Presence of intellectuals in the field of
education, literature, religion etc.

Brahminsareaso classdivided. At oneend
the poor priest and on the other the richer
royal priestsand feudal lordsin disguise of
aneducationist.

Bengal asa state wasin aformative stage.
So adefinite class of government servants
wereasoinformative sagethoughditeand
non-elite class of govt. servants were
mentioned inthe records.

Landlesslabourersbelonging to Madhyam
Sankar or asat-Sudra, no mention of the
untouchables, slaves (the lowest laboring
classesinrank).

No mention of the lower classes in the
available records though they definitely
existed at that time.

InPalaperiod, thestate could see the bottom
of the pyramid but the Brahminical outlook
in Sen-Barman period preferred not to look
at the base where Chandals, Dom, Shabar,
Malowere pushed with disdain.

Source: Roy, Ibid. pp. 226-229
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Theabovediscusson gives us necessary information about adjustmentswithinthe caste system
effected by competing ideologies, economic practices and above all the by the state. It is
important to note herethat despite differencesin ideologiesthe state wasnot ademocracy.
Therefore, therewasno scopefor depressed castes and classesto ventilate their grievances.
No compulsionon part of therulersto effect any change wasthere. Caste degradation and
ascendancy used to bedone at the whimsof therulers.

Let ushavealook at thelist of untouchablesgivenin“BrahmavaivartaPuran”. Thistext
divided the hybrid Bengali castesin two groups as ‘ Sat’ and ‘ Asat’sudras (a total of 36
castes). Untouchableswereoutside of thislist. They were,

“Wadhas (hunters), Bharas (occupation unknown), Kapalis (workers in
crafts and agriculture), Kols, Kocas (aboriginal community), Haddis
(scavengers), Doms (cremators), Jolas (weavers), Bagdis (Palanquin
bearers, fishing and field labouring) Sarakas (probably Buddhist
Shravakas), Walagrahis, Chandals and others.” (Roy, Ibid 197)
For a meaningful comparison, we need to keep the list of untouchables given in
“Vrihaddharmapurana’ hereas under,
“ Mallegrahis (the clowns), Kuravas (occupation unknown), Chandals
(executioners), Bauris (field labourers), Taksas (stone engravers),
Charmakars (tanners), Gattajivis (keepers of ferry stations, may be
patanis), Dolabahis (Palanquin bearers, Duliyas or Dules), Mallas (Malos
the fishermen).” (Roy, Ibid 195).
These two lists gave us the caste names of the untouchablesin the 13" century. In 2011
Censusgovernment also provided alist of SCswhich contains 60 caste names applicable for
West Bengd though their occupations are not specified. It might be thereason that they are
not in the hereditary occupationsfixed by caste syssem on the basisof four-fold Varnashram
or inasingle occupation. Nevertheless, onething is certainthat the untouchableslisted inthe
Puranasin 13" Century are still have their namesinthe SC list in 2011 Censuswith fewer
exceptions. There are names, which were not untouchablesin 13" century (such as Suri,
Poundra, Dhoba, Tiyaretc). List of Scheduled tribes (Census, 2011) have 40 tribes name
applicable for West Bengal but wedo not find them listed in the puranaswhich suggeststhat
they could sustain their independence despite state sponsored Aryanisation or they were
never included inthe Hindufold. Butit’snot bad that today’ sdemocraticaly eected government
recognizesthat they exist which the Sena-Barmanasnever thought of. They were unableto
seethebottom of the socia pyramid. Theses caste categorieshave existed inthe past in scorn
and dight dueto ahierarchic system of interdependence. They exist now aswell in scornand
dight but not dueto caste hierarchy asit has beenreplaced by new hierarchieswith respect to
power and economics.
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Concluson:

Cagteasasysemwasrelevant inthe past. Casteasdistinct categoriesisrelevant today. The
fourfold hierarchy hasnever exised inBengdl. It istruethat castesweretagged with hereditary
occupationsand asarule; it wasimposed on peoplein Sena-Barman dynasty who were not
Bengdlis. So, it'snot anatural thing rather acultura impostion by rulersfromoutside. Caste
struggles during independence despiteitslimitationsfor thefirst timegot achanceto enter into
democratic political sphere. Thedifferent caste categories need to find their common class
interests and assert in acohesve manner as oncethey fought for separate electorate during
independence.

Rdevanceof cageneedsto bestudied in three spaces—Socia, Political and Economic,
keeping inmind the interdependency between them. | have taken the domain of Politicsonly
inthisstudy and looked for therelevance of casteinitspolitical manifestationsat atime point
of shift inideology under democracy. AsCaste asasystemisrooted inhistory, | referred to
itsorigination, growthand maturity under different ideological regimesin the past to havea
comparison withthe present. The study assertsthat caste existstoday not asasystemasit
wereinthepast but asdistinct categoriesdevoid of any hierarchy. Inaddition, recognition of
Motua Mahasangha by competing political partiesirrespective of ideology asa vote-bank
canonly be seenasasign of identity politicsnot asaproof. To reinforce theassertion madein
thisstudy, wemust extend it inthe domain of Sociology and then in Economicsinthat order.

Notes:.
1. Sinharay, Praskanva(2012)
2. Sinharay, Praskanva(2012).
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ServicetotheNation: Revisitingthe Thoughtsof Swami Vivekananda
“Moveon, O Lord, inthy resistless path!
Till thy high noon o’ er spreads the world.
Till every land reflects thy light,
Till men and women, with uplifted head,
Behold their shackles broken, and
Know; in springing joy, their life renewed!”
—Snvami Mivekananda
DebashisM azumdar

I. Introduction

Theword *service' to any social scientist at present would mean such activitiesthat would
help in changing the socio-economic conditions of humean life by creating such output or utility
(not measurablein real quantities) which can be valued interms of money. Thus, we often
gpeak of educationd service, hedlth service, banking and insurance service, transport service
and so on. Economists also try to measure the economic progressof anationintermsof the
growth of the service sector, and it is assumed that the contribution of the service sector
towards national output and employment would risegradualy with theeconomic progress of
any nation. Thus, economicaly developed nationsreveal much higher sharesof their service
sector inther nationa income and employment compared to the lessdeveloped and devel-
oping nations. However, despite such significant progressof the service sector in many coun-
triesover the last few decades, socio-economic inequalities within and between countries
have not reduced to agreat extent.

Inthispaper, an attempt would be madeto review the economic progressof Indiain terms
of thegrowth of her service sector over the last few decades and the nature of development
gap that still exists between the developed and developing nations. The relevance of the
unigque concept of ‘ service' as propounded by Swami Vivekanandain mitigating the present
growth maladiesand facing the new challenges of millennium development, particularly ina
developing country likeIndia, would betakeninto account withinthe scope of the present studly.
[1. Importance of Service Sector
Economigtslike Colin Clark, A.GB Fisher and Simon Kuznets have shown that economic
progress of any country ismarked by achange in the occupational pattern infavour of the
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service sector aswell asachangein the sectoral composition of the nationa income. Intheir

study, they haveindicated that the proportion of acountry’slabour forceengaged in primary
or agriculturd activitiesdedinesand the proportionsof those engaged in secondary (or indus-
trial) and serviceactivitiesincrease gradually asthe country climbs up aong the ladder of
growthfromthestausof a‘low-incomecountry’ to a‘ middie-incomecountry’ and ultimately
toa'high-income country’.

Such changesin occupationa structure are also accompanied by asimilar changeinthe
sectora composition of the national income. It isobserved that as any country movesgradu-
ally fromthecategory of ‘ low-income country’ to a‘ high-income country’, the contribution of
theagricultura sector towards national income declines, whilethe contributionsof theindus-
trial and service sectorsincrease gradually. Infact, both primary (viz. agricultura) and sec-
ondary (viz. indugtrid) activities need adequate support fromthe service sector for their smooth
operation.

Thistheory aso receives srong empirical support from the development experience of
middle-income and high-income countries of theworld. For example, the share of employ-
ment inagriculture had been 37 per cent in UK and 70 per cent in USA in 1820. However, by
1998, this share had decreased to 2 per cent and 3 per cent respectively. TheWorld Devel-
opment Report (2008), published by theWorld Bank, showsthat between 2002-04, about
35-50 per cent of the workforce of the countriessuch asIndia, Pakistan, China, Bangladesh,
Sri Lanka, etc. remained engaged inthe agricultural sector, whilethispercentage wasonly
about 1.5 per cent inUK and USA.. Incase of India, the share of the servicesector inIndias
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) increased from about 29.8 per cent in 1950-51 to about 58
per cent in2016-17. Ontheother hand, the shareof the agricultural sector in GDP declined
from about 59.6 per cent to about 16 per cent during the said period (Rakshit, 2007; Eco-
nomic Survey, 2017-18). Oneof the most interesting features of the Indian economy over the
last two decadesis the emergence of services asthe dominant sector and maindriver of GDP
growth. It has been observed that about 66 per cent of India’s GDP growth during 1995-
2006 has been contributed by the service sector. World Bank (2004) callsthisfeature as
“India’s Services Revolution”. However, theoccupationd structure of Indiahas not changed
muchin favour of the service sector since alarge portion (about 49 per cent) of theworkforce
gill remainsengaged in primary activities. Thisis particularly dueto thelow labour absorption
rateinindustrial and service activitiesinlndia. It also signifiespoor labour productivity in
Indian agriculture.
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[11. Extent of development gap
Now the questioniswhether such ‘ service sector revolution’ hasreduced the miseries of the
downtrodden and theeconomically backward classes of Indiaor whether such atriumph of
the service sector in several countries, particularly in developed countries, hashelpedinre-
ducing the development gap between theless developed and developed countries. One study
showsthat even during the post-reform period* in I ndia, the percentage of under-nourished
householdsinrural areashasincreased fromabout 57.7 per cent in 1999-2000 to about 66.9
per centin  2001-02. Inurban areas, this percentage hasincreased from about 41.5 per
cent to 51 per cent during the said period (Sanyal et. al, 2009). The Human Development
Report (HDR, 2011), published by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP),
indicatesthat the percentage of population living below the poverty line (lessthan PPP $1.25
aday)? inIndiawas about 41.6 per cent in 2009-10. It isapprehended that the incidence of
poverty in developing nations along with Indiahas been intensified during 2019-20. Thisis
particularly becauseof a‘job-lossgrowth’ experienced inthese nations(Kannan & Raveendran,
2019). A recent study showsthat unemployment ratein Indiaincreased fromabout 2.3 per
cent in 2011-12 to about 6 per cent in 2017-18, and further to about 7.5 per cent during
2018-19. During therecent pandemic situation thisunemployment rate sky-rocketedto 23.5
per cent inApril 2020 (CMIE, April 2020). Though thisunemployment rate has come down
during the‘unlock period’ but il it ishigher that than the 2017-18 level. Thishigher unem-
ployment rate would intensify the problem of poverty. It hasbeen observed that severd areas
of theservice sector (like hotd & tourism service, aviation service, entertainment serviceetc.)
were hard hit and growing unemployment rateled to both ‘income shock’ and ‘ health shock’
among the common people. As per the“Key Indicators. Household Consumer Expenditure
inIndia’ survey conducted by the Nationa Sample Survey Organization (NSSO), the aver-
age monthly consumption expenditure by anindividua fell fromRs 1,501 in2011-12to Rs
1,446in2017-18, showinga3.7 per cent fall. Inrurd areas, the average expenditure onfood
items by anindividua declined by about 10 per cent during that period [It isto be noted that
the government of India quickly withdrew thisreport from their portal]. Weknow that the
poverty rateis calculated on the bass of acut off per capitaconsumption expenditure per
month. Hence, suchfall inaverage consumption expenditure per month would surdy imply an
increaseintheincidence of poverty ratein Indiaduring that period.

Several sudieshave also indicated that the development gap between the developed and
less developed countrieshas also increased over time. According to Easterlin (2000), the
ratio of income between the richest and the poorest countries of the world in 1820 was
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approximately 3:1. However, in 1999-2000, thisratio hasincreased to about 380:1. The

study made by J. A. Ocampo and R.Vos (2008) shows that between 1820-2001, the per
capita GDP of developed countries hasincreased by about 19-fold, whilethe countries of
Latin America, Asiaand Africa have experienced, on an average, an increase of 8.3-fold,
7.1-fold and 3.6-fold respectively inthisregard. This study also showsthat theratio of the
per capita GDP of Indiato that of the developed world (measured at constant prices) was
about 0.44 in 1820 and it declined to only about 0.09 in 2002. The World Development
Report (2011) showsthat the average income per capitain High-income Countrieswas
about PPP $ 36,473 in 2009 and this figure was about PPP$ 1,199 for the Low-income
Countries. Thus, income disparity between countrieshas not shown any sgn of convergence
over time. Somerecent studies, however, haveindicated theindications of convergenceinthe
growthratesof per capitaincome of the lessdeveloped and developed nations but thereare
unmistakable global dividealong several indicator of human development (say, inequality in
the distribution of income, poverty, gender-oriented disparity, health and nutrition etc.)
[Mazumdar, 2016].

The share of the world’s population living in extreme poverty decreased from44 per cent
in 1980 to lessthan 8.6 per cent in 2019; but despite Sgnificant progressinliving sandards,
there has also been asevere polarization of income inequalities (WEF, 2020). The Social
Mohility Index (SMI), asdetermined by the World Economic Forum (WEF), based on fac-
torssuch asequity in accessto quality heath and education, social protection expenditure
etc. showsthat India’sranking (76") intermsof SMI isfar below compared to her neghbouring
countries like Sri Lanka (59") and China (45"); and our position is dightly better than
Bangladesh (78") and Pakistan (79™).

The'*Low-income countries’ contain about 40 per cent of world population and receive
only about 3 per cent of world income, whilethe ‘ High-income countries' containabout 15
per cent of world population and yet receive about 81 per cent of world income (Thirlwall,
2006). Thisfeature of the world economy has beenrightly described by the UNDP as‘ gar-
gantuaninitsexcess and grotesgquein itshuman and economic inequdities .

Such large disparitiesinincome are paralleed by huge gapsin other indicators of well
being. The HDR (2018) showsthat the life expectancy at birth for the average people re-
mains much higher in developed countrieslike Norway (82.3 years), Australia(83.1 years)
or USA (79.5 years) compared to theless developed countries such as Democratic Republic
of Congo (60 years) or Niger (60.4 years). Similarly, opportunitiesin education show huge
disparitiesacrossnations. Educationd attanment, measured interms of meanyearsof schooling,
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amounted to lessthan 4 yearsin countries like Niger (2 years) or Mozambique (3.5 years),
but thiswas equal to or morethan 12 yearsin developed countrieslikeNorway (12.6years)
or Switzerland (13.4 years). The quality of living is often measured in terms of the I nfant
Mortality Rate (IMR) per 1000 live birthand Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) per 100,000
live births. TheIMR wasfound to be about 5, onan average, in developed countriesduring
2016, whilethisfigure remained as high asabout 72 in Congo, 51 in Niger or 35 in India.
Similarly, the MMR in developed countrieswasaslow as5inNorway, 6 inAustraliaor 7in
Netherlandsin comparison with avery highfigure like 553 in Niger, 693in Congoor 174 in
Indiain 2015 (HDR, 2018). It also reflectsthe pattern of gender discriminationin developed
and lessdeveloped countries.

Fromthe above analysis, it becomes clear that * service sector revolution’ in Indiaand
other countrieshasnot contributed in any significant way towardsreducing either the poverty
trap inIndiaor the development gap between the developing and devel oped countries.

V. Swami Vivekananda's Concept of Service

The concept of service as propounded by Swami Vivekanandaiscompletely different from
what is discussed in the present socio-economic theories. By service, he meant not only
ameliorative service, but also all types of social action for the al-round development and
socid welfare. Themgor point in hisdoctrine of serviceisthat while rendering our serviceto
common man, wemust treat themasGod, i.e., hisdoctrine of serviceisbased onasmple but
effectiveequation:

Man (Jiva) = God (Shiva)

Whatever may the advocation of aperson, he or she should realize and understand that it is
God alonewho has manifested Himself asthe world and other creatures. Heisbothimma-
nent and transcendent. It isHewho hasbecome all diverse creatures, objects of our love,
respect or compassion and yet Heis beyond al these. Such redlization of divinity in humanity
leaves no roomfor arrogance or hatred. Any man having thisrealization, cannot have any
jealousy or pity for any other being.

Now, what type of service did Swamiji want his peopleto render to the society and what
typeof training for workersdid he visuaizeto implement that plan?Infact, Swamiji wanted
() asdflessservice particularly for the poor and backward sections of the people, (ii) provi-
sonof proper education and hedlth facilitiesfor those people through severa charitableorga:
nizations, (iii) Expangion of such valuesand idealswhichwould help maninrealizing his/ her
‘true self’ andincrease his’her self-confidence, (iv) Expansion of educationa opportunities
for thewomenwith aview to empower themin expressing their ownviews, (v) Creation of a
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group of volunteers, conasting particularly of young people, who would servethe poor and
common peopleinasdfless manner consdering the existence of God in every human being.
Practica Vedanta, asemphasized by Swamiji, wasthefulcrumof al the socid activitiesinhis
action plan. Inthe wordsof Swamiji, “So, do your work, saysthe Vedanta. It first advisesus
how to work — by giving up—giving up the apparent, illusiveworld. What ismeant by that?
Seeing God everywhere. .....If aman plungesheadlong into foolish luxuries of theworld
without knowing thetruth, he has missed hisfooting, he cannot reach thegoa. Andif aman
cursesthe world, goesinto aforest, mortifies his flesh, and kills himself little by little by
garvation, makeshisheart abarrenwagte, killsout dl feglings, and becomesharsh, stern, and
dried-up, that man also has missed theway. These arethe two extremes, thetwo mistakesat
either end. Both havelost the way, both have missed the goa. So work, saysthe Vedanta,
putting God in everything, and knowing Himto bein everything.” (CW, Vol.2, p.149-150)

Swamiji believesthat most of our miseriesarise dueto our ignoranceregarding our true
sdlf. Philosophically, thereare two different ways of looking upon theworld. The negative
way isto reject it considering it asanilluson (Maya) intheforminwhichit presentsitself
before us. However, the positiveway isto look to itsfundamental basis, the ultimate Reality
which aloneexigts. Inthispostive approach, which Swamiji emphasized, wehave adeifica-
tion of theworld asagainst the traditional negation of it (Swahananda, 2012). Botharetrue
fromdifferent sandpoints, but the deification of theworld (that God livesin every creature)
hasatremendous social value. Onthe one hand, such social activitieswith the worshipful
attitude towards men as God would mean asocidization of theAbsolute from philosophical
sandpoint. Onthe other hand, these activities have atremendousimpact onthe creation of
socid goodswhichwould help the common peopleto overcome not only their income pov-
erty but also the poverty of their mind (thelr meanness). However, these selflessand voluntary
activitiesarenot reflected in our nationa incomeaccounting sncetheseworksare not donein
exchange of money. Infact, only those service activitieswhich are provided in exchangefor
money (e.g. the banking and insurance service provided by the public and private sectors
banks, the health and education service provided by different profit-making organizations,
etc.) areincluded in our national income accounting. Thus, the expansion of such service
activitiesmay not ensure greatest benefit for the common people. It hasbeen observed that,
over the past few decades, particularly since early 1990s, the percentage bank branchesin
rural India hasbeen declining continuously. Thisis particularly because of thefact that the
private sector banksarereluctant to opentheir branch officesin rural areas because return
fromagriculturd activitiesisuncertain (thefarmoutput dependstoo much onthe vagaries of
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monsoon) and the poor farmers do not have enough assets that can be kept as mortgage
whiletaking loan from the banks. Hence, * service with a profit motive' should be progres-
sively replaced by a‘ selfless service’ with utmost love and compassion for the common
people. However, thisis not expected fromthe enterpriseswhich operate purely on profit-
motive (though big corporate houses now emphasize on Corporate Socid Responsibility).
Hence, we regquirewhole-hearted cooperation of some voluntary organizations and people
with ‘ignited” mindto achievethisgod.

Swamiji hasindicated some beautiful waysof work processin hisscheme of serviceto the
nation. Firstly, whileproviding the service, one should not expect anything inreturn, i.e., one
should remain ‘ unattached’ fromthe fruits of such service. It impliesthe* Karma Yoga'. We
should fed that inwhatever field we are working, we should serve people with utmost sincer-
ity and honesty. We should only carry out our responsibility sincerely; thefruitsof al such
worksbelong to the society at large. Swamiji says, “Do you ask anything fromyour children
inreturnfor what you have giventhem?It isyour duty to work for them, and therethe matter
ends. Inwhatever you do for aparticular person, acity, or astate, assumethe same attitude
towardsit asyou havetowardsyour children— expect nothing inreturn” (CW, Vol. 1, p.59).
Secondly, any such servicework should be considered as* worshipping of God'. This atti-
tude or spirit may take sometimeto develop inany common man. It may develop step by
step, say, from ‘work and worship’ to ‘work asworship’ and ultimately to amotivation of
‘work isworship’. It istrue that two opposing forces exist in every human being, viz.
‘ Aham' (myself) and ‘Naham' (not myself); the former reflectsour selfish attitude whilethe
latter Sgnifiesthe seifless attitude. Such attitudesalso exist inanimals, e.g. thetigresswhich
kills other animalswould be ready to sacrifice even her ownlife for the protection of her own
cubs. In hisbook ‘ The Sdlfish Gene', the British Biologist, Richard Dawkins hasindicated
that the human body isessentidly selfish and thisgivesriseto slfishnessinindividua behaviour.
Hence, we essentially require the training and learning of generosity and altruism
(Ranganathananda, 2000). Swamiji believed that this selfishness can bereduced to alarge
extent through theredlization of the piritua dimension of human persondity, and hereliesthe
relevance of ‘ Practica Vedanta'.

In aninspiring poem, Swamiji wrote,

“ ... Everywhereis the same God, the All-Love,
Friend, offer mind, soul, body, at their feet.
Theseare Hismanifold formsbefore thee,
Rejecting them, where seekest thou for God ?
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Who loves all beings, without distinction,

He indeed is worshipping best his God.”
Swamiji coined theword ‘ Daridranarayana’, God in the form of the poor —and told usto
servethese poor people. In hiswords, “Where should you go to seek God—arenot all the
poor, themiserable, theweak, Gods?Why not worship themfirst” ? Thus, the major part of
Swamiji’s plan of action and serviceworks centred around the eradication of mass poverty.
The present day development Economics also emphasizes on these aspects of human devel-
opment. Economist like Denis Goulet hasindicated three important componentsof economic
development. Theseare: (1) Lifesustenance, (2) Self eseem and (3) Freedom (Thirwall,
2006). Thus, no country can be considered asfully developed if it cannot provideits people
with such basic necessitiesof life ashousing, clothing, food and minimal education. Self es-
teemimpliesa sense of self-respect. No country can be regarded asfully developed if its
people do not possessthe power to conduct relations on equa termswith other countries.
Onthe other hand, theword ‘ Freedom’ hereimpliesfreedom fromthreeevils, viz., from
want, ignoranceand sgqualor. No personisfreeif he/she cannot choosg; if he/sheisimpris-
oned by living onthe margin of subsistence with no education and skill. All these components
of development were present in Swamiji’saction planinamore refined manner.

The Nobel Laureate Amartya Sen adso believesthat the entitlement to adequate income-
generating assets, food, shelter, basic education, health care and other necessitiesof lifede-
termines the capability of aperson. According to him, economic development should be
thought in termsof an expansion insuch entitlements and capabilitiesin any society. Swamiji
also emphasized on capability building though in adifferent way. He emphasized more on
generating self-respect and self-confidence among the common peoplethrough proper incul-
cation of value-based education so that they can themselves solve many of their own prob-
lems. Hesays, “The miseries of theworld cannot be cured by physical help only.... Igno-
rance isthe mother of al the evil and all the misery we see. Let men havelight, let thembe
pure and spiritually strong and educated, then alone will misery cease in the world, not
before” (CW, Vol.1, p.53). There are many instanceswhere the village people have success-
fully completed different community development programmes out of their own initiatives
after being disgusted with the bad services provided by the corrupt government officials. The
Nobd LaureateslikeAbhijit V. Banerjee and Esther Duflo, intheir book * Poor Economics,
have dso shownthat such initiativeswould give better resultsif we can ensure proper repre-
sentation and active participation of the underprivileged people (women, ethnic minorities,
lower cagtes, landless poor etc.) inthese community development programmes(Banerjee &
Duflo, 2011).

Thereisno denying of the fact that the knowledge and skill that emerge through such
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selfless service would surely add to the stock of human capital (in the form of educated,
skilled, hedlthy and enlightened people) inour country over time. This, inturn, isexpected to
raise our nationa output. Since such ectivitiesare particularly targeted towardsthe upliftment
of the backward and poor sectionsof the people, theearning capability of these people are
also expected torise. Though our economic planning has emphasized the concept of ‘inclu-
sivegrowth’ or ‘growth with equity’, very little could be achieved in thisdirection. In fact,
thereare limitsto economic analysis regarding inclusive approach. Non-economic factors
likesocid norms, culture, beiefsetc. can have definiteinfluenceupon theleve of incluson or
exclusion (S. MahendraDev, 2012). For instance, asimple cultural habit of somemenin
occupying the ‘ seatsmeant for ladies in public busesin Kolkatawould mean excluding fe-
males from sitting on bus seats. It isvery difficult to change the mind set of these people
through forma education or even through theimpostion strict rulesand regulationsby the
government. Here, at thiscrucia juncture, when sexual harassment of women inworkplace
or public placeshave becomerampant, wefed the necessity of such education and expan-
sion of moral valuesasdesired by Swami Vivekananda.

Swamiji uttered several timesthe need for a band of motivated men and women who
would comeforward to extend their helping hand for the cause of socia reform. Hesaid, “A
hundred thousand men and women, fired with the zed of holiness, fortified with eternd faithin
the Lord, and nerved to lion's courage by their sympathy for the poor and thefallen and the
downtrodden, will go over thelength and breadth of the land, preaching the gospel of salva
tion, thegospd of help, the gospel of social raising-up— the gospd of equality” (CW, Vol.5,
p.15). Whenever we review and analyzethe social unrest inour country aswell asin other
countries, weredlize, against the mirror of Swamiji’ sthoughts, that most of such misdeeds
occur either dueto ignorance or apractice of little chauvinism among particular groups of
people. However, we should not give up our hope and should take into account thousands of
benevolent activitiesundertaken by hundreds and thousands of kind-hearted people(e.g. by
the monks of Ramakrishnaorder throughout theworld). Let mejust cite one example: Raj
Kumar Tiwari, anintellectudly disabled young athlete of India, haswon agold meda inthe
‘Figure Skating Event’ (asport hardly knowninIndia) at the Special Winter Olympicsin
Seoul (South Korea) the year 2013. Hisfather isa street hawker selling hairclips on the
roadside at Pahargunj areain New Delhi and earns only about Rs. 4,500 per month. So, it
wasdifficult for Rgy Kumar to afford regular practiceat Gurgaon'sAmbience Mall. However,
hisdreemwasfulfilled throughthefinancia and mora support of agroup of kind-hearted men
in his neighbourhood (Times of India, February 7, 2013). So, we should follow such ex-
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amples of zeal and compassion rather than the misdeeds of another group of peoplein New

Dehi or inother regions. We can aso cite the example of great service provided by Swami
Vivekananda, Swami Sadananda, Sister Niveditaand several other monks of Ramakrishna
Order innuraing the plague affected poor people of Kolkata during 1898-99 when thousands
of peoplefled fromthis city to save their lives. Swamiji was even ready to sell the landed
property of Belur Mathto financethat service programme.

V. The challengesahead

Intheyear 2013 our country hascelebrated the 150 BirthAnniversary of Swami Vivekananda
through severa functionsboth at government and privatelevels. However, if we cebratethis
type of great event just for celebration sake, thewhole effort would end up in afiasco. We
should realize the basic problemsfaced by our society, viz., the problems of short supply of
man with bold character and broad heart to undertake a selfless service work for the down-
trodden. | personally feel that even our perennial problems of poverty, ignorance, gender
discrimination etc. can bereduced in an effective way (not merely intermsof statistica fig-
ures) if we can first ensure the smooth supply of a‘complete man’. If wetry to reshape
ourselveskeeping theidealsof Swamiji’steachings, it would surely help usto comeout of our
little self and help usto realize our true persondity. Thiswill certainly change our attitude
towardswork aswell astowards our fellow workers (Ghosh, 2006).

Finding solutionsto the complex social, economic, infrastructural, political and poverty-
related problemsisindeed agreat challenge. Thereisno doubt that facing such challenge
needs enormous energy, afresh perspective, agrandiose vision and superhuman effort. At
this phase, we must find out waysto motivate our young generation to such serviceworks.
The Population Census Report (2011) of Indiashowsthat about 78 per cent of our country's
populationislessthan 40 yearsof age. Thisisconsidered asour ‘ Demographic Dividend’
and we canwell imaginethe potentia energy in thesemillions of young Indians. They havethe
power to face any future challengefaced by our country. But how do weensuretheinvolve-
ment of our younger generation in such selfless service workswhose role modelsand icons
today are mostly from the economic, technology, music, cinemaand sportsarenas?Herellies
thetrue challenge of motivating theseyoung people towards undertaking sdflesssocid works
for the benefit of common people. Thekey to the problemin my opinion liesin making our
young generation understand that the real benefits of today’smeterial advancesliesnot just in
‘ cregting wedlth' but ensuring that we should useit to meke our society moreegdlitarian, more
equitable and more socially and economically just. The more | think of this, themorel am
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convinced that the answer liesinthe clarion cal that Swami Vivekananda gave theyoung of
this country more than ahundred yearsago. So, wemust earnestly propagate thegreet ideas
and ideology of Swami Vivekanandaat different levels of our society to fulfil hisdreamsin
near future.

Note:
1. Thegovernment of I ndia initiated economic reform policies, giving special emphasis on decon-

trol and delicensing, and the expansion of the private sector, since 1991.

2. Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) dollar isan estimate of dollar, adjusted for the purchasing power

of currency, to make international comparisons.
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Literary Adaptation in “ Salomé (1923)”: Salomé, Medusa,

Différance and Iterability
AfsanaKhatoon

Abgract

CharlesBryant’s" Sdomé(1923)” enchantstheaudiencewithitsthrilling re-telling of “Matthew:
14" and stunning visua re-presentation of Sdomeé. Dressed inabeautiful piecewithimpeccable
make-up, sheappearslike anymph. But what strikesaudiencemost isher hair: pearls studded
onthe edgesof her gypsy, tiny-bristly-braids, she mirrors Ovid’'s Medusa: the once beautiful
but now snake-headed gorgon whose sight turns onlookersinto stones. Watching “ Sallomé
(1923)", one notices, without failure, the sinuous movement of her tresses, asif, they are
someliving creatures. Thereare numeroustracesof the Medusa-mythinthe movie. Sdomé's
affinity with Medusaliesin her parents incestua marriage aswell. Bryant’sfilm depictsthe
‘daughter of He-rédi-as asadegjected and vengeful lover. But Sdlomé escapessuchadructura
narrative. Shedefiesany reliable sgnified and congtantly takes on different forms, through
variousgenresascan be seenwhenin Bryant sheresemblesMedusa. A decongtructivereading
highlightsthesimilarities between “ Sdlomé (1923)” and Medusa-myth and showsthat these
two narratives are Sgnatures, the authenticity of which dependsonthelaw of iterability and
différance.

K eywords: literature, cinema, deconstruction, Salomé

Of all thebiblical characters Salomé isthe one who hasfascinated academics, artistsand
intellectuals through centuries. Hardly there isany other female character fromthe New
Testament who dominated drawing room reading, theetre, visud arts, burlesque, music hall
and operaall alike. Toni Bentley in the essay “The Salome Craze” termsthisobsession for
Salomé*“ Salomania’ (Bentley). Rachel Shteir writesabout it inthe essay, “Undressing”: ‘In
thefirst decadeof thetwentieth century . . . acrazetouch(ed) virtualy every aspect of American
popular and “high” culture. . .’ (Shteir). Amongst those who contributed to the* Salomania’
predominantly and excessively were Gustave Moreau!, Gustave Flaubert?, Karl Joris
Huysmans® and Oscar Fingal O’ Flahertie WillsWilde. Seen from aFeminist point of view
Wildein hisSdomé (1891) appearsto haveliberated female sexudlity, by making hisprotagonist
clamher seifhood at atimewhen womenjust beganto raisetheir voiceagainst gender inequdlity.
Infact, in Sister of Salome Bentley celebratesthe ‘ declarations of sexual independence’
(Bentley) that Sdlomé (1891) led to. However, in her feminist critique of patriarchy Bentley
overlooks how the so-called ‘ liberation’ interms of sexuality also triesto bind * Salomé,
along withall her sisters, to something onwhich phalogocentrismrests—the binary of body-
Khatoon Afsana: Literary Adaptation in “ Salomé (1923)” : Salomé, Medusa, Différance and Iterability
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and-mind or ingtinct-and-intellect. In my paper | intend to show that it is not the ‘ dance of
sevenveils or the act of stripping off that frees Salomé but the * movement’—her movement
fromthe’ daughter of He-rodi-as' to awomanwho canacknowledge her selfhood thet liberates
her and makes her re-presentable, different and iterable. For my presentationon‘ Salomé' |
have chosen the 1923 silent movie made by British filmmaker, CharlesBryant, to show how
the‘daughter of He-rédi-as (The Holy Bible) —asshehas beenintroduced in New Testament)
actsasanfluid sgnifier and keeps on evolving through ages and genres, taking variousforms
and dluding the structuresthat try to confine her withinthe nomenclature, ‘ Sdlomé'.
Charles Bryant’s “Salomé (1923)” is a movie adaptation of Oscar Wilde's 1891 French
tragedy, Salomé. Wilde represents Salomé as awoman driven by lust for a preacher and
prophet, Jokanaan. Sdomé, struggling between her filid affectiontowards her mother andthe
unwanted-unwel come attention of her sepfather, discoversher desre when she hears Jokanaan
pray. When shefirst seeshim, sheisfascinated by the mystical priest. She gpproacheshimto
confess her thoughts. However, the priest insultsher and warnsher for her impiouslongings.
But she doesnot understand. Her impromptu attraction takesonthe color of carnal desire
and soon her libido becomes her obsession. She has been talked into sanity, warned and
threatened with life but she refusesto abide by any socio-theological culture or religious
practice. It isher obsession with the prophet that eventually costs Salomé her life. Under
Bryant’sdirection Wilde' sdrama becomesatragedy that celebratesthe unrequited love of a
womanwho eventudly meetsacatastrophic end for coveting “aholy man” (Wilde). But things
become problematic when her desireistaken ascongtitutive of her identity:

Oscar Wilde gave Salome what she had heretoforelacked: a persondity, apsychology al her
own. Wildetransformed Salome from an object of male desireand fear into the subject of her
ownlife(Bentley).

Do theabove quoted lines suggest that the action of experiencing love or carna desrefor a
male and the act of expressing that desireiswhat constitutes‘areal woman? asBentley
seemsto argue? Unfortunately, here Bentley seemsto support an ideathat shehasoriginally
intended to oppose: theideathat women represent sexuality while men represent judgement
asshown inthefirst book of Old Testament, “ Genesis’ (The Holy Bible). Wilde's one-act
tragedy indeed appearsto beromantic but putting the play into aspecific genre, by bestowing
upon Salométhe attributes of Shakespearean Juliet, does not simplify the complications of
thenarrative. First, Bryant desgnateshismovieasa' higorica fantasy’ (Bryant). Something
that ishistorical wasrea once—aredity of past. How can history then befantasy or fiction or
aproduct of imagination without the substantiality of thetemporal and/or the spatial context?
Bryant himsdlf contradictsthe credibility of thegenreand the context inhissubtitle. Secondly,
imitating Wilde, Bryant presentshhismovie—" Salome (1923)” —to the audienceasabiblica
narrative but theirony liesinthevery name of thetitular character, after whom he has named
the movie because Salomé is never named in the New Testament but referenced only in
association with her mother, Herodias—* daughter of He-rédi-as' (TheHoly Bible). Biblica
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narrative on Saloméor rather the‘ daughter of He-rédi-as’, depicted in Gospels of Matthew,
Verse: 14, isabrief upon her roleinthe murder of John the Baptist which canbeinterpreted
asasketch, dlhouette or an outline— because thesewords are often used interchangeably for
any literary portrait or depiction (Derrida, TheAnimal Thereforel Am). The French novelist
and poet PierreAlféri* pointsout thelimitsof suchan ‘outling,

(T)he outline is visble but the outline although visible, does not literally exist

because it’s only the limit between the object and what is not the object, and

its changing on al the different points of view on the object, it's alimit, it's not

athing . . . it exists only from one point of view, between the visble part of a

volume and the invisible part of the volume . . . between what | see and what

| don't see, it's an idedlity (“Pierre Alféri. Life Lines. 2016”).
What “Matthew: 14" representsisneither the* daughter of He-rédi-as' nor Salomé but only
the ‘limits’ of the damsel. Alféri has been careful to add, farther: “an outlineis essentially
approximative’ that can be corrected and repeated almost indefinitely. Thebiblical narrative
of thedamsd isonly an‘ approximation’ of awomanwho isthe* daughter of He-rodi-as . But
that merely represents something between ‘what | sseand what | don't se€’ (“PierreAlferi.
Movement in Cinema. 2010") of Salomérather than her character. The daughter who obeys
her queen mother, performsadance for her stepfather’s princely guestsand demandsthe
head of Jokanaan who tried to defile her mother, isthe woman lost betweenthe *vishble part
of avolume' (what isdescribed about her) and ‘theinvisble part of the volume’ (what isnot
described or omitted or erased about her) of abiblical portrait. It isincomplete, ambiguous,
approximate and inexact, hence, subject to correction and repetition or iterability. BothWilde
and Bryant exploit this* approximeate-ness or ‘inexact-ness of thehbiblical narrativethat makes
Saloméiterable and enableswritersto (re)present Salomé, again and again, repeatedly and
indefinitely.
Thename'Salomé’ isawritten sign proffered inthe absence of thereferent of the * daughter
of He-rédi-as . Theact of naming playsasignificant rolein the history of metaphysicsfor to
nameisto desgnate asignified —to provide ahistory along with all itscultural, social and
political conventions. Jewish higorian Titus Flavius Josephus givesan etymology of thename
‘Sdomé (Sdome). Josephusidentifies Sdlomewiththewife of Aristobulus, who reigned Chalcis
of Gdlilee, 54-72 A.D. Josephus writesin Antiquities of the Jews (c. 94) that * Salome’ isa
‘variant’ of ‘Salina or *Alexandria’ (as shewas known amongst the Greeks). The name
variesin accord with continents: Salome, Salinaand Alexandriaor Alexandra. But can onebe
realy surethat all these three namesrefer to asingle and identical woman? One can only
assume so or rely onthepossihility that Josephus’ record about the Jewish people, the context
and the chronology might be plausible. But such assumption or reliance is subject to
methodologica errorsbecause adeconstructive interpretation of Semioticsteaches one that
any nameisalinguistic signthat representsthe absence of asubject as Derridapointsout in
“Différance’:
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The sign is usually said to be put in the place of the thing itself, the present
thing, “thing” here standing equally for meaning or referent. The sSign represents
the place of the present. When we cannot grasp or show the thing, state the
present, the being-present, when the present cannot be presented, we signify,
we go through the detour of the sign (Derrida, Margins of Philosophy).
Wilderepresentsthe ‘ daughter of He-rédi-as’ in his protagonist, named Salomé (in French)
or Salome (in English); he puts Sdloméin the place of the thing (‘ daughter of He-rédi-as’).
The reader is expected to recognize the ‘ daughter of He-rédi-as' in the protagonist, as
suggested by the epithet * SALOME (Daughter of Herodias)’ (Wilde). But theaddresseefor
‘the daughter of He-rodi-as isnot present inWilde's Sdlomé (1891). Hardly does she exhibit
any thought regarding the whereabouts of Herodias, the womanwho lends Salomé her identity
and exigenceinthe New Testament. Infact, throughout the dramashe doesnot haveasingle
word of exchange with Herodias. Herodiasand Sdomérather seemto liveintheir two different
worlds, separated and set apart from each other. The absence of signified continues because
neither themystical daughter of Herodiasis present in Wilde' s adamant Salomé nor Salomé
could befound inthe Daughter of Herodias. The absenceisiterable in both. Bryant projects
Sdoméasalover of Jokanaan,thereby introducing ‘ the detour’ and taking along or roundabout
routeto avoid thisiterable/repetitive absence of signified or referent of thebiblical ‘ daughter
of He-rédi-as —asif to say that the ‘ daughter of He-rodi-as' isnot present in Salomé because
she has become alover now. Salomé even refuses what Bryant so earnestly wants her to
portray. She only postponesthe referentsby being different fromthe signified, * the daughter
of He-rédi-as' inthe New Testament (TheHoly Bible)or that of Jokanaan’slover inWilde's
drama, through différance. Derridawrites: “(T)he signified concept isnever present in and of
itself, in asufficient presence that would refer only to itself. Essentially and lawfully, every
concept isinscribed inachain or inasystemwithinwhichit refersto the other . . .(Derrida,
Marginsof Philosophy). Sdloméiscaught within such achain of signswherethedamsd refers
to themystical ‘ daughter of He-rodi-as , thebiblical * daughter of He-rodi-as refersto Wilde's
new woman Sdoméand Bryant’s Salomérefersto thewoman who adopts extreme measures
for Jokanaan. In eachinstant Slloméismeant to gain her seifhood but that remains merely a
probability aseachre-presentation adds on adifferenceto the sign, the* daughter of He-rodi-
as . Thisprocess of including adifferenceiswhat Derridaterms* différance’ . Différance
meansto put off (an actionor event) to alater time or postponeand to be unlikeor dissmilar
or different. Thedifference, betweenthe daughter of He-rodi-as' and Sdloméexigtsinterms
of affection, careand sacrifice, which theformer exhibitsin “Matthew: 14" whilethe latter
eludesthesain Bryant. Thisdifferenceisthe play of thetwo signs—** daughter of He-rodi-as
(signifier) and ‘' Sdlomé (signified). These signsare themselvesthe effectsof différanceand
the iterability of the absence of an addressee. This absence of addressee makes Salomé
vague and in this vagueness Salomé is seen adopting various forms as she does in
“Matthew:14", or in JulesMassenet’s 1881 opera Hérodiade®, or in Robert E. Howard's
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1934 novellaA Witch Shall Be Born®or in Carol Ann Duffy’s poem* Salome™ collected in
The World'sWife (1999).

Speaking on‘ cinema PierreAlféri saysthat the essence of cinemais‘ motion’ (“PierreAlferi.

Movement in Cinema. 2010"). What thecinemagivesto atext or narrative movieis‘ motion’

which cannot otherwise be conveyed through words. Salomé acquiresmotionin Wilde's
dramatwiceover for shetakesontheroleof thebiblica ‘ daughter of He-rédi-as ,and performs
theindicated actions. First, her writer endows her with the skills of dance; secondly, he
transforms her from* SALOME (Daughter of Herodias)’ of theintroductory passageto ‘ THE
VOICE OF SALOME’ of the closing lines — from a woman of flesh and blood (shown
through pictoria representation, upon the stage) to theinvisible, transient ‘voice' (perceived
through auditory representation) heard frombeyond the stage. When Bryant adaptsWilde's
dramahetoo introduces‘ motion’ or movement to the narrative of ‘ Salomé —the motion
visiblein her act, her face and even her tresses. Wilde could not depict the physical motion
that heinventsand bestows upon hisfemmefatale; thetask isleft to Bryant who hasinvested
‘Sadomé’ withamovement, literaly by proving avisua representation of ‘ the dance of seven
vells and metaphorically by depicting her journey froman aimless puppet to awomanwitha
search. Itisbecause of thismotion that Sdomé keepson adopting new charactersand absorbing
fresh persondities, through decades and through various genres. Sheindeed takes another
formwhenBentley visualizesMedusainAubrey Bearddey’ ssketch of Sdomé (picture shown
below, Figure1)(TheClimax) :
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Figurel: The Climax, 1893illustration by Aubrey Beardsley

“Salome and John, both sporting Medusa-like tendrils and horns’ (28) of Arthur
O’ Shaughnessy?® describes Sdlomé' s hair as snake, collected in“Salome”, The Daughter of
Herodias (1870) :
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Her long black hair danced round her like asnake

Allured to each charmed movement shedid make;

Her voice camestrangely sweet . ..

Andwhat her voice did sing her dancing feet

Seemed ever torepest . . . (Percy).
In Bryant’smovie Saloméreflectsyet another character, Medusa. Bryant’smovie, “ Salomé
(1923)" shows Saloméin various beautiful costumesbut amongst al of her stylish getupsthe
oneinwhich she spendsamost one-third of the movieisashort black dressand tiny bristly
braidswith pearls studded on the edges on each tresses (pictures given below, Figure2) (Alla
Nazimova slconic 1923 Salome’ Wig Discovered inaTrunk in Georgia.)

Every time Salomeé (played by AllaNazimova) presents herself asanindependent character
sheshowsstrong emotionsand sometimesnods her head. It seemsasif her vivacity istransferred
to her eyesand unto her hair for her eyeslook brighter, enchanting, and celestial and her
tressesmoveasif they aresomeliving creatures. Theimage may remind one of Medusa, the
gorgonwithliving snakesfor hair. Sdloméin fact sharesanumber of traitswith the Greek
mythological gorgon. Hesodin Theogony informshisreadersthat Medusaisoneof thethree
daughters of Ceto, daughter of Seaand Earth, and Ceto bore Medusato her own brother
Phorcys(Hesod). Therefore, Medusawas born of incest. Sdlométoo isachild of incestua
marriage asher father Herod 11 wasthe half-uncle of her mother, Herodias (Kokkinos). Ovid
outlinesthe story of Medusain Metamorphoses. Shewas abeautiful mortal once but Neptune
rapesher inthe shrine of Minerva. For theviolation of her temple, Minervapunishesthe maid
by turning her gorgeous hair into snakesand cursing her gaze. After theincident, whoever
looksat Medusa'sface is metamorphosed intostone. In Bryant’s movie Salométoo turns
Herod Antipas, the Tetrarch of Judaeg, into stone, although metaphoricaly. Right fromthe
beginning of the movie Herod is seen eyeing Salomé as he hasbeen enamored of her charm.
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Herodiasisseentaunting the Tetrarch, repeatedly: “You must not look & her ! You areaways
looking at her(Wilde) !” Two soldiersin guard observethesame:

FIRST SOLDIER. The Tetrarch hasasombre aspect.

SECOND SOLDIER. Yes; he hasasombre aspect.

FIRST SOLDIER. Heislooking at something.

SECOND SOLDIER. Heislooking at some one.

FIRST SOLDIER. At whomishelooking? (Wilde)
Even Salomé herself noticesthisand wonders, “Why doesthe Tetrarch look at meall the
whilewith hismole's eyes under his shaking eyelids?lt is strange that the husband of my
mother looksat melikethat. I know not what it means. Of atruth | know it too well (Wilde).”
Thesame Tetrarchabhorsher, callsher ‘monstrous’ and grants her death inthe end asif her
sght hasturned himinto stone(for soneasametaphor standsfor coldness, indifference and
cruelty). Like Medusa-gorgon Salomé too undergoes some kind of metamorphosis—a
metamorphogsthat iscaused by lust and violence. Theonly differenceisthat inOvid'sverse-
narrative Medusaisthe victim of lust whereasin Bryant's“ Salomé (1923)” it is Jokanaan
who becomesthe victim when heisbeheaded. Thus, Salomé resemblesMedusabut froma
distance or with some differences. One can even find her affinity withthe slayer of Medusa,
Perseus. PerseuskillsMedusato save Andromedaand Salomé demandsthe head of Jokanaan,
for the sake of her mother assuggested from Herodias's musingsin Wilde'sdrama, “My
daughter has donewsdll to ask the head of Jokanaan. He hascovered mewithinsults. Hehas
said unspeakablethings againg me. One can seethat shelovesher mother well ... (Wilde) .”
Salomé continuousdly evolves and takes variousforms as adoting daughter, a courageous
woman, and anindependent adult who makesher own choicesagainst thetyranny of her
roya parentswho use her asnothing but an object. What the reader/ audience seesin Sdlomé
ishow g/heinterpretsher: the* daughter of He-rodi-as', awoman looking for alover, Medusa
like-monster or even asavior similar to Perseus. An attentive reader may find traces of all
these charactersin Salomé at the same time when she refusesto conformto any of them,
solely or undividedly.
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The Notion of Uncanny in Marleen Gorris' Mrs Dalloway :

A Freudian Reading
Subhashish Sadhukhan

Abgract :

During and after the First World War (1914-1918) shell shock isarecurrent occurrence. The
term shell shock was coined in 1917 by a Medical Officer named Charles Myers in
Lancet(1915) to describe the * psychological effects of warfarewhich traumatized soldiers’
who “experience severeanxiety, flashbacks, nightmares, insomniaand anger, amongst other
symptoms’. It wasalso known aswar neurosis, combat stress and PTSD (Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder. Thepaper focuses on the neurosis of SeptimusWarren Smithwho issuffering
from delayed shell shock asdepicted in Marleen Gorris 1997 adaptation of VirginiaWoolf
MrsDalloway(1925). By looking at histrauma, this paper amsat exploring the phenomenon
of Uncanny. This paper through a psychoanalytical reading of Septimuswith Sigmund Freud's
theory of Uncanny which he has elaborated in The Uncanny (1919) triesto establish how
Septimus PTSD isassociated with the Uncanny caused by thereturn of repressedmemories.
For andlyzing Septimus complex anxiety pronepsyche which forceshimto experience uncanny
and eventually to commit suicide, thispaper traces the smilarities between Septimus and
Nathaniel from The Sand Man (1817) by E.T.A. Hoffman.

K eywords: First World War, Shell Shock, PTSD, Uncanny, Repressed Memories

Sigmund Freud in his 1919 essay The Uncannydiscussesthe nature of uncanny and how
it isdifferent frommerefear. To define uncanny, he usesthe German termsHeimlichwhich
meansfamiliar, native, belonging to home; and Un-Hamlich which meansun-homely, strange,
unfamiliar. But thesetwo terms are not opposite in meaning but interconnected. He goes
further by saying that al frightening and unfamiliar thingsshould not be categorized asUncanny.
Although Jentsch asserts that the feeling of Uncanny can only be aroused by intellectual
uncertainty in which onedoes not know where oneis Freud theorized the concept of Uncanny
inadlightly different manner. Asper Freud, following arethe conditionsinwhich one can
experience Uncanny:Uncanny issomething or somebody familiarly unfamiliar that comeswith
athreat. It is something which provokesanxiety, fear and supposed to remain hidden but
comesinto thelight. It istheencounter with things, Stuations, persons, events, and impressons
which are ambivalent, frightening and familiarly unfamiliar that creates the feeling of
Uncanny(219-226). ThisUncanny experience can befelt by the characterswithin afictiona
space or by the readers of the fiction or by real-life human subjects.Some of the waysin
which fiction or life makes usexperiencethe ‘ Uncanny’ include making us encounter the
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“double’, blending of reality and fancy and reviving animistic belief. Uncanny isexperienced
dueto thereturn of the repressed and traumétic psychica materialsfromthe past, predominantly
from one’s childhood. Uncanny evokesthe past which isassociated with childhood (234-
235).Although there might not be direct objective causeto arouse thefeding of Uncanny,
Uncanny revivesthe ‘fear of castration’ and triggers repetition compulsion’ for the subject
bothinred lifeand infiction(231-233).

Inthe filmMrsDalloway, SeptimusWarren Smith isshown to possesssome behavioura
traitswhich might incite usto focus on his characterthrough the lens of Freudian theory of
Uncanny. Theimpact of war should also betakeninto congderation whileinterpreting Septimus
fear.With the beginning of the First World War (1914-18), theword war hasbecomeathregt
to Europeanciviliansand theimpact of it wasmostly on the premature mindsof young soldiers.
Some werefascinated by the notion of patriotism associated with war, whereasfor most of
them, thewar was nothing but anightmarish experience of murdering, suffering, fighting, firing,
bombing, crying, starving, and dying.Warmongers demand thelife of theyoung soldiersjust
as Sand Man cravesfor the eyes of the children. The only difference seemsto be the Sand
Man plucks eyesfor feeding his childrenin the moon, whereaswarmongerstakethelives of
soldiersto feed the nation. Like Sand Man, warmongers become the constructed father
figureto scarethe young boys of the Europe. But thisconcept of Sand Manwill be more
explicit when weshall relate Sand Man with Dr. Holmesin Gorris MrsDalloway.

The soldiers had no options left to avoid war as it had become the question of their
measculinity. The soldierswanted to expresstheir love for motherland by showing their valour
in the battlefield but when they confronted the redlity of thewar, they cameto know thewar
issheer futile bloodshed and violencein which they did not find any inherent connectionwith
thar masculinity. They dso becomeawareof their role dictated by thewarmongerswhich will
never allow themto becomeareal hero or thereal lover of their motherland, and they Sart
feding guilty for their inhuman act of killing. But the resistanceto be driven by thefather figure
comeswithathreat.

A maechild starts suppressing hisdesire to take possession of hismother’sbody at the
very moment heredlizesthereisthefather who isgoing to castrate himif hethinks moreof it
and gradually acceptstheroledictated by hisfather. Herethe case ismuchmore complex.On
theone hand, the soldiershave not enough courageto confront thefather figures (warmongers),
onthe other hand, they can't play therole of theideal hero dictated by their fathers. They,
thus, start fedling the dilemmawhich createsinthem anxiety, panic, disturbance, and most of
all isthe cagtration complexwhich iscaused by not being able to accept the norms of society
dictated by the politicians, leaders, warmongers. Thereisno denying of thefact that every
aspect of castrationis aso the experience of trauma.

SeptimusWarren Smithin Gorris MrsDalloway isportrayed aswar patient whose health
isterribly deteriorated after he started talking to the dead which is caused by the return of the
repressed memories of traumaafter few yearslater of hisFirst World War experience. The
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audiencefirst cameto know about the peculiarity of Septimus character once they come
across himinthefilm. Thefirst dialogue of thefilmis spoken by Septimus,” Evans! Don't
comel” Septimusisshownin atrench of Italy where heisaveteran soldier who experienced
the death of Evans. Althoughwe haveno cluewho thisEvans was but with the progression of
the plot, wecometo know fromRezia, Septimus’ wife, that Evanswas Septimus’ friend when
Dr. Bradshawisinformed by her, “ Septimus keepstalking the dead man, Evans, hisfriend
waskilledinwar.”

Although inthe beginning when Septimusis shown outside the flower shop, whereMrs.
Dalloway went to buy flower for her party, our curiosity about hischaracter hasbeenjust
aroused by his appearance of being afraid whenhe looksat the flower and Mrs. Dalloway.
But we might have forgotten himif we had not come acrosshimrepeatedly inthefilm. The
next appearance of Septimuswith hiswife Reziain agarden cannot beignored and hasa
pivotal roleto play in understanding the Uncanny.

Inthe Garden scene, while both Septimus and Reziahave been stting downtherewasa
terriblenoise coming fromairplane. The sound of airplaneevokesin himthetraumatic experience
of war and he gets horrified and shameful for his deed inthe battleground. Here the sound of
arplane hasbecomethe catayst which helpshimto remember hispast and he getsdisturbed
and eventually that leads him to start talking thingswhich seemnonsenseto Rezia. Thisvery
garden scene reminds of Woolf’s another famous short story Kew Gardens(1919) where
Woolf presentsfour setsof peoplewho vist Kew Gardens. By looking a Gorris sMrsDalloway
alongwithVirginiaWoolf’ sKew Gardens, onecan seehow theshell-shocked patientsreacted
amost insameway towardsthe natural objects, athough few exceptionsarethere. They find
asevered relationship with nature. They try to go closeto natural objectsasif they try to
establish abond again. They find no distinction between animate and inanimate objectslike
flowersand, thus, talk to theflowerswhich create afeding of uncanny asFreud’'sarguesin
The Uncanny that it isthe blending of reality and fancy and reviving animistic belief that
create thefeding of uncanny. It isvery interesting to note herethe use of flowers. Bothin Mrs
Dalloway and in Kew Gardensthe mention of flowers makesthe point of animistic belief so
gtrong that it lso reminds us of the poem Death shall have no Dominion by Dylan Thomas
wherethe solefocusisontheeternity of thesoul. After death, thesoul will go out of the body
and start roaming through every object of nature and it will also beinthe heart of flowers
whichwill raisetheir head withtherise of suntill the sunset. Thisisan examplewherewe see
that the belief that in every object thereisapresence of soul isvery strong. Heredso, Septimus,
likethe elder man of Kew Gardens, takstothefernasif heistaking to thepersonswho are
dead. ReziainformsDr. Bradshaw, “He sayspeople aretaking behind bedroomwallsand he
saw awoman's head inthemiddle of thefern”. Thisinahility to identify and differentiatethe
living and the dead causesoneto experienceafeeling of uncanny.

Septimusthinksthat nature has condemned hissoul and therefore he* cannot fedl”. It was
these natural objects which once made their soul peaceful but now they remind the shell
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shock patientsof their past horrible memoriesand their guilt. It isevident in Septimus words:
“I did not care, when Evanswaskilled. That wastheworse, but al the other crimes
raised thelr heads, shaked their fingersand they cheer, and they sneer. And theverdict
of human nature on such abeast isdeath!”
Thissense of guilty breaksthe moral of the soldiers and weakensthem fromthe coreand it
becomesvery difficult for themto get rid of their past. It isthe noise of airplane and Peter
Walsh inthe garden scene (double of Evans) that help arousing repressed memory of past
war experienceof Septimus. They comeback with athreat to him because Septimustriesto
hide his experience of War asit wasfull of crimeand cruel deeds.
Dr. Holmes plays a vital role, which isresponsible for arousing the castration fear in
Septimusleading himto jump of thewindow at the approach of thedoctor. It isnot very clear
whether Septimusknew Dr. Holmesin hischildhood or not. But thereisno denying of thefact
that Septimusfeelsasort of castration fear because of this character whichisevident inthe
words and action of Septimusin Gorris 1997 adaptation.
In MrsDalloway, we seetwo Doctors- Dr. Bradshaw and Dr. Holmes. Although Dr.
Bradshaw isseen to have aharmless appointment with Septimus, both of Dr. Bradshaw and
Dr. Holmesrepresent the authority which makes Septimus feel paralysed by unfolding the
hidden repressed memory of Evans' death by explosion which comesto hismindjust asthe
memory of hisfather’sdeath by explosonin the hand of Coppolacomesto Nathaniel’smind.
It isshocking both for Septimusand the audience whenin the garden, Septimussaw hisfriend
Evans coming towardshimand Septimus, being totally baffled, says, “ For God’'ssake, don't
come!” Thisisperhaps because of the traumatic moment of explosion associated with his
past memory which comesback because of hisencounter of the* double’; reflection of Evans
in Peter Walsh.
When Dr. Bradshaw asked Rezia, “Hehasimpulses, sometimes?’, Septimussays, “ T hat
ismy ownaffair!” whichindicates Septimus’ intention of keeping thingssecret. The conversation
among Dr. Bradshaw, Septimusand Reziacan bring more light into our discussion:
Dr. Bradshaw: Do sit down. | seethat you served with great distinction inthewar,
Mr. Warren Smith.
Smith: At thewar?The European war. A little shindy of Schoolboyswith gunpowder.
Did | servewithdigtinction?!’ d forgotten. Inthe War, itsdlf, | failed.
ReziaNo, he served withthe greatest distinction. Hewaspromoted.
Septimus |.... | have committed acrime.
Rezia. HE'sdonenothing wrong whatever.
Dr. Bradshaw: What did Dr. Holmes advised you to do?
Septimus; Well, my wife, he said,should make me porridge. Headaches, dreams,
fearsarejust nerves. Hedth islargely amatter of our own control. | should take up
some hobby.

Till this point wefind thereisnothing fearful about Dr. Holmes but the next words of Septimus
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giveusanew perspectivetolook at Dr. holmes. Septimus says, “when thedamn fool came
again, | refusedto seehim”. Thefigure of Dr. Holmesis much like both Lewis Yedland, a
British Clinician, and the Sand Man.Although thereis not any evidenceto prove Dr. Holmes
isthe Sand Man.But alittlebit of analysisof Septimus speech and attitude might direct us
towardsabetter verdict. During the meeting with Dr. Bradshaw, Septimus describes Dr.

Holmesin anegativeterm. Dr. Holmesis described by Septimus as an “impulsive brute’

having “bloodred nogtrils’.

Septimustriesto escape histreatment and getsafraid with the mentioning of Dr. Holmes
name. Still, wearein doubt and in adilemma. Should we characterize Dr. Holmesasthe
terrible Sand Manfor al these? Perhapsthe answer would be, “No”. But if wego little further
and observetheimpact of Dr. Holmes on Septimus, thenwe might find some connection to
establish Dr. Holmes as anightmarish figure and theimpact that he left on Septimusisquite
similarto that of Coppola, representing Sand Man, on Nathaniel. Inthe case of Nathaniel
thereisno Sand man at all but the association of Sandman with Coppeliusand later with
Coppolacreates asense of fear in Nathaniel. If wetake the word fearto understand this
point, thenwe can well understand how Dr. Holmes createsfear in Septimus. But thisisnot
merely fear of Dr. Holmesbut also thisisthefear that remindshim of the brutality of treatment
which Septimus might have been aware of.

LewisYedland, aBritish clinician, in Hysterical Disorders of Warfare(1918), states
how hetreated his shell shock patientsusing torturousmethodswhichinclude“ electric shocks
to neck, cigarettes put on patient’s tongue and hot plates placed at the back of his
throat” (MacDondld). Moreover, hethreatened his patientsby telling, ” You will not leavethis
roomuntil you aretalking aswell asyou ever did; no, not before... you must behave asthe
hero | expect you to be” (MacDonald). Yealland was sometimes morethreatening to the
soldiersthanthat of thewar itself. Herein Mrs. Daloway, Dr. Holmesmay bethe representation
of the Doctorslike LewisYealland. Histreatment might take Septimus lifeaway. Infront of
Dr. Holmes, Septimusisno longer the courageous soul who fought in the battle but aman
awaysinfear of being castrated by authority.

Dr. Holmesinostensibleredlity isthe person who triesto help Septimusjust as Coppelius
doesto Nathaniel’ sfather and later helpshim by selling him spyglass. But with the appearance
of Coppolatherepressed memory of thedeath of Nathaniel’sfather isbrought back which
createsafear psychossin him. Later, when Coppolaplucksthe eyesof Olympia, Nathaniel
cannot control hisown self and went into apsychicafrenzied zone. Intheend, when heison
the tower with Clara, he brings out the spyglassto see Claraand heis again reminded of
Olympia. Hethen goes mad and when he again sees Coppolaamid crowd, he jumpsfromthe
tower to kill himself. Here thefear isof losing eyesand, thus, of losing themost sensitive part
of our bodly. It isrdevant to seethelossof eyesaslosing mae genita that more oftenthan not
interpreted asthe most precious object of desire.

Here in Septimus’ case Dr. Holmes is someone whose attempt is seen to make a
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separationbetween Septimus and his most precious object of love which is Rezia herself
whom helovesthe most. But when heredlizesthat hemust rest because Dr. Holmeshastold
himto, hefeelsasense of being castrated because of the word “must” that restrictshisfree
will and controlshisvoluntary actions; rather heisnow completely swayed under the power
of Dr. Holmes. He cannot tolerateit and feelsathresat of being castrated and experiencesthe
uncanny because of thefamiliarly unfamiliar association of Dr. Holmeswithal theauthority
figureswho had been athrest to hisidea of masculinity.

The fear of sand man isagain associated with deep. Refusal to go to bed arousesthe
memory of the childhood-tale of the Sand man who will throw sand into the eyes and bleed
out the eyesfromthe sockets. If welook at closdly, we shall see how Septimusistrying to
deep by telling himself “Fear nomore” at thetime of Dr. Holmes' coming, suggesting the
implicit connection between the fear of authority and the aso that of castration. It might also
bethe fear of being treated badly by Dr. Holmes by using hismethods. Thegesture of Septimus
islikeaninfant which compelsustorethink whether thefear of Septimusisonly aroused by Dr.
Holmesor Septimusisreminded of something more.

Throughout thisessay, | have beentrying to tracethe Stuationswhich arerelevant to point
out how the eements of Uncanny work inMarleen Gorris' portraya of WWI veteran soldier
SeptimusWarren Smithin Mrs Dallowayby anayzing the conditions of shell shock patients
of the First World War.
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Literature as an Effective Tool for English Language Teaching/
L earning

Shubhaiyu Chakraborty

Abstract

Ever since English hasgained prominence asamode of communicationintheinternational
arena, the crazefor learning the language soared higher and higher. The developing nations
like Indiaand other South-East Asan countriesfelt it necessary to equip themselveswith the
prosand cons of language learning. Even though Indiahasalegacy of learning Englishasa
foreign language owing to yearsof foreign domination yet the teaching/learning scenario of the
natives lacked first paced improvement owingto infrastructural aswell asfaulty methodology
adopted by bothteachersand learners. Literatureis Language well used and charged with
meaning to the utmost degree. Itismirror of the society, expressions of joy, of happiness, of
life-of dl basgc humanemotions. Hence, Language Teaching/Learningisincompleteif itisnot
taught through literature asit ismore closeto one'sheart than rote learning of meregrammetica
rules, syntax and vocabulary. Theteaching/learning of stress, rhythmand intonation- the basics
if oneintendsto learn a stress-timed language as English- find best expressionin literary
pieces. Thispaper attemptsto unfurl how literature can beused asan effectivetool for language
teaching and learning.
Keywords: ELT, literature, competence, language learning

Englishisafunny language which explainswhy we park our car onthedriveway and drive
our car onthe parkway. It soundsstrange but true as per information of the 25th Edition of the
Ethnologue (2022) that this funny language has over 1.5 billion speakerstoday. It even
crossed Chinese which comprise of over 1.2 billion speaker approximately. Infact millions of
people speak in different didects of English today; some use one version of thislanguage as
their mother tongue, and others use English as aforeign language. More than a hundred
countriesuse Englishasasecond languageor an officid language for businessand international
communication. At base, the present status of English caninevitably be compared to that of
the standing of Latintill the decline of Roman Empire. For many other countriesEnglishis
widely taught asa second language theworld over evenif it isnot the officia language for
them. Thuswe cannot deny that English can be proclaimedto beaglobal languagetoday. At
timesit even servesas amedium of communication between Soeakershaving different mother
tongues. Continuousresearch isthereby conducted on the different waysto make effective
communicationin English.

“Reading maketh afull man, conference aready man, and writing an exact man” (Bacon
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113). But thetask ishit difficult if one intendsto teach English languageinIndia. Despite
having aheritage of dmost three hundred years, the teaching of Englishin Indiahas not il
attained the efficiency as desired for such alanguage. The Charter Act of 1813 wasthefirst
step towardsthe teaching of Englishin the colonial phasethough the hidden agendafor the
imposition of Englishwasitsavowed intringc merit, itsahility to fasten acolonially useful
system. InMacaulay’sview, it would foster aclass of persons Indiansin blood and colour,
but Englishintaste, inopinionand inmorasand intellect. So thefirst colonial purposewasto
prepareintermediaries, the second was missionary. The purpose wasto bring Christianity
into theland and seek proselytesto shatter the hugefabric of popular Hinduism. Eventhe
commissions congtituted in post-independent Indiacould not forceinterest inthelearnersand
evenif they forced interest certain basic problems did act asaroad block in the effective
teaching/learning process.

Effective communicationin Englishisonly possibleif thelearner can master thefour major
skillsof communication namely Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking. Theprimary
task of theteacher isto teach the sudentsthe art of listening and thisisthe most difficult part
asonetend to speak moreand listen less gpart from communication selectivity. Naturaly alot
of ready techniques are availableinthe market like use of gadgets such asmobile phonesand
tabletsthereby storing as many English songs,, English moviesand radio talksinthemand
trying to lisento them asmuch as possible. ELT training isincomplete without listening to
BBC becameclichénow asthefocus shifted to using English for specific purposesrather than
using the correct British form of the pronunciation as propagated by our foreign mastersand
hencethe popularity of the I ndian News Channels usng English asamediumof communication
isinvogue. Just imagineif aFirst Generation Learner fromthe Sundarbansor asameatter of
fact from remote corner of Chattisgarh or Jharkhand isasked to follow BBCto learn English
will he/ sheever havetheinterest to attend such lessonsas according to themtheonly person
knowing Englishisthe Masterji (Teacher) and eventhat personteaches English by trandating
the same in his mother tongue though the teacher is fully aware that teaching grammar
prescriptively through study of ruleswill only incline the student towardsthe mother tongue.
Next comes speaking ahility in English. English tendsto be astress-timed language - this
meansthat stressed syllables are roughly equidistant intime, no matter how many syllables
comein between. Mogt of the I ndianlanguagesare syllable-timed, with each syllable coming
at anequal time after the previousone. Learnersfromthese languages often havea staccato
rhythmwhen speaking English that is disconcerting to anative speaker.

Stressin Englishmorestrongly determinesvowel quality than it doesin most other world
languages. For example, insome varietiesthe syllablesan, en, in, on and un are pronounced
ashomophones, thet is, exactly alike. Native speakers canusudly distinguish an able, enable,
and unable because of their positionin asentence, but thisismoredifficult for inexperienced
English speskers. Moreover, learnerstend to over pronounce these unstressed vowels, giving
their speech an unnatura rhythm. The syllable structure too creates aproblemalong with
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intonation and collocation. For example, nouns and verbsthat go together (rideabike/ drive
acar). Native speakerstend to use chunks of collocations and the Indian learners make
migakeswith collocationsintheir writing/spesking which sometimesresultsin avkwardness.
The probableway to develop spesking skillsrequiresinstructorswho are native speakersor
have native-likefluency intheforeignlanguage so that they canactualy correct the pronunciation
aswdll astheintonation of theforeign language learners. Henceit islargely dependent onthe
teacher’sKill, rather than on atextbook and the sorry sateisthat not al teachersare proficient
enoughintheforeignlanguage.

Situationworsenswhen one startsreading lessons. It issaid that thisskill can be enhanced
by reading as much asone can, reading aloud, reading for interest and reading for purpose.
Now let me analyse this. Indiais ademocratic country therefore freedom of reading isa
fundamental right so one can read as much as he wants —even read aloud if he wantsto
provided he does not disturb anybody but the problemremainsasto how heisreading and
focus should be more onthat thanwhat heisreading. Anexamplewouldillustratethis: A
personisreading aloud the biography of Khushwant Singh. He says, “ Khushwant Snghis
sikh” but pronouncessikh assick. Any passerby who is quite acquainted with the language
will be shocked hearing that. But it isnot the readersfault. He smply followed the Golden
Rulesheisinstructed by histeacher. Heisnot aware of thefact that pronunciation changesthe
entire meaning. If suchisthecase then will the purpose be solved?

Coming to writing English the basic problem that people face isthe common English
errorsthat are mostly result of lack of knowledge of prepositions and also the spellings. A
learner may spell theword by the sound but may not know to writethe correct spelling.

The other problemthat they generally faceisthe use of the phrasal verbsasthe dictionary
tellsthem the meanings of each word inisolation but they are quite at losswhen thesewords
are combined together. For examplelet ustake thewordsrun and over. The meaning of the
word runis To move, proceed, advance, pass, go, come, etc., swiftly, smoothly, or with
quick action; said of things animate or inanimate and that of over is above, or higher
than, in place or position, with theidea of covering but the meaning of run over isdifferent
whenitisused inthefollowing sentence:

The boy was run over by a speeding car.
Inthiscasethemeaningisto injureor kill by running over, aswith a vehicle. Thelearner
isbewildered. Vocabulary istaught through bilingua word listsswith referenceto dictionaries
and rotelearning of wordsand their meaningsand the usageisoften avoided by theinstructor.

Too much gressonthestructuresof grammar, phoneticsand vocabulary findsthelearners
“inirksome confinement ... without the hope of release and respite” (Lamb 86). Their only
hopetowardssalvationisliterature and it isthe most effective means of language teaching.

Anefficient ELT trainer, would always site everyday example during his classes. And
literature being areflection of society, an ELT trainer caneasily refer to literary textsfor such
ready references. For aclasscomprising of children fromthe ageof 4 to 12, atrainer can
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refer to children’sliterature. Again, if thecrowd comprises of youth, thetrainer can stereferences
fromyouthliteraturewhich would again be of great help for thetrainees. Infact inthemodern
times our understanding of literature has become highly advanced with therevolution in
linguistics. Ferdinand de Saussure’'s book Course in General Linguistics changed our
undergtanding of the concept of language. Hefed sthat thereisno relation between asignifier
and asignified. Thismeansthat thereisno reason asto why afour legged animal isknown as
adog in English. According to him the sound or pronunciation is wholly guided by the
conventionsof aparticular society at aparticular time. Heaso feelsthat the syntagmatic (i.e.
position of thesign) and paradigmatic relationin sgnsgreatly influencesthe understanding of
aliterary text. Aslanguages are the product of society, literature ishighly connected with
socio historic and culturad basis.

Thuslanguage, ideaand society areinterrelated and cannot be treated independently
whilethenew criticsconsider aliterary text to be an independent creation of the author. So
withtheprogressof timedespitedl innovationsinlanguage and literaturewe haveto conclude
that understanding of both language and literatureis complementary to each other and bothis
intrinsicaly linked to each other from variousdants. Thusto encourage an efficient teaching
and learning processaELT trainer should dwaystake help fromliterature evenif he/ sheis
teaching language. This can, however, be better understood if wetake up literary pieces
preferably, poems and show how effective English Language Teaching /Learning can be
generated through literature.

Effective Englishlanguage teaching/learning through literary textsfor the usersof English
asasecond language has been used since the days of British colonialism. Although literary
texts provide amplescope for development inlanguage proficiency, especialy comprehension
and writing skill, tools of modern linguistics can be effectively used for developing reading,
listening and speaking skills. Emphasis should be placed on alearner centric mode of teaching
that alowsthelearnersto participateinthelearning process and acquire skillsmore naturally.
Thelearners should be encouraged to break the linguistic and cultura barrier to absorb the
nuances of the second language through apsychological process. Literary genreslike poems
enable alearner to participate inthelinguistically superior wordplay, rhythm, intonationand
accentud patterns, dong with the semantic, syntactica and stylistic variations.

The learning process can be made quite interesting by transforming the power of the
printed words into effective linguistic signsrichin organic images appealing to the human
senses. Imagery basically isthe use of images. They may bethe pictorial description or a
smileor metaphor. For example, Shelly has used impressiveimagery in his poemsthat can be
used for languageteaching. Shelley’ simages area genuine mixture of abstract and concrete.
Hisimagery isaccurate. Use of imagery in both his poems, Ode to the West Wind (1819) and
To a Kkylark (1820) are interrelated according to the use of dominant motifs. Whereasin
OdetotheWest Wind (1819) the air animatesthewater, air and seaand the humanity at large
with aauthority, in To The Skylark (1820) the lark isthe vital symbol which stand for the
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transcendental perfection that Shelley alwayslooked for inlike, beyond human pain and
sorrow. Hisbrilliant use of imageswould probably be the best example for an ELT trainer
whileteaching imagery to thelearnersto enrich their capability to understand the language
thereby developing their discourse. More and more use of such will in turn increase the
vocabulary of learners and effective wordplay on part of thetrainer will help thelearnersto
grasp thevarietiesin the language usage.

I n dealing with the most sendtive part of language, i.e. selection of wordsand phrases,
Wordsworth's concept of Poetic Diction isperhapsindispensable. He believed that poetry
should be composed withwords (selective) “really used by men”. Healso said that thereis
no real differencebetweenthewordsused in prose and thewordsused in poetry. Infact it is
the selection of wordsand one' smastery over language that can help in creating agood piece
of literature. So an efficient ELT trainer should have a clear understanding that unlessone
gainsmastery over the language of literature (in different forms prose, poetry, short story,
nove or adrama) he cannot excel inlanguage.

ANELT trainer canrefer to different famous and popular poemsin his advanced sessions
of rhetoric and prosody. Such referenceswill not only enrich the quality of language classes
but also enhancethetrainee's kill inapplication of different technical elementsin language.
For example, The Tyger (1794) by Blake or Ode to a Nightingale (1819) is two most
immediately impressive poemsthat an ELT Trainer can consult inthiscontext.

Similarly, English language in the spoken formis patterned in stressed and unstressed
gyllables. Theisochronous stressrhythm can betaught through astudy in English prosody thet
wefind inthe best of the poems. Among the metrical formslambic pentameter isthe most
familiar metrical patternin English. It congstsof ten syllables. An unaccented syllableisadways
followed by an unaccented one in an lambic pentameter line. The obvious examples of such
ameter would be fromKeats s Odeto a Nightingale (1819):

“My 'sensg, | as 'though | of 'hem|-lock 'l | had 'drunk” (Keats 71)
or,

“Was'it |a'vision, | or 'a|waking 'dream?” (Keats73)
Keats'sOdetoa Nightingale (1819) isa poem of eight stanzas. Each stanzacomprises of
ten linesand iswritten iniambic pentameter excepting the eighth line, composed iniambic
hexameter. Thismeansinstead of ten syllablesthe poemhasonly six syllablesper line. Keats
aways maintained aregular meter inhispoemsbut did not makeit awkward or distraught.
ABABCDECDE istherhyming patterninthe poem. Thiswould help thelearner to havea
grasp over theaccent patternif hereadsthelinesaoud.

Again Blake uses short tetrameter linesin hispoem The Tyger (1794). The structure of
therhetoricd questionsand therhyming patternensurethat The Tyger (1794) remainachildren’s
poem. Herethe smplelyric format and the artless questions suggest theinquiring mind of a
child, but the deeper issuesin thepoem of the tiger are theissues of ahigher philosophy.

Inthefirst ganza, thefirg threelines aretrochac and thefourth line gartswith aspondee,

98



Literature as an Effective Tool for English Language Teaching/Learning
producing akind of incantatory urgency. The powerful rhythm of the opening lineitself gives
usasenseof thetiger’senergy and strength. The extreme example of the driving rhythmisthe
line “What dread hand, and what dread feet?” (Blake 9) in which every syllable except
“and” can beread with astress, giving the line apower. The break of theline suggeststhe
stroke of a hammer. The penultimate stanza on the other reveals adult wisdom with the
artlessness of the child, genuine digtinctions between good and evil. Overall therhythmof the
poem conveys multiple connotationsand the rhythm of the poemrightly goeswell withthe
context. All through the poemthereisthe note of intense admiration and wonder for the
terrified beauty and energy of thetiger. Intermsof imagery The Tyger (1794) hasasymbol
laden meaning. The Tyger (1794) representscreating auniverseinitsviolent and terrifying
aspects. Thesymbolism of thetiger isapart of poem’s discourse on someof the fundamental
enigmainhumanlife.

Taking theabovetwo poemsin congderationfor being effectivetool inlanguage teaching
for not only developing reading and speaking skills, but aso developing imagination withinthe
learner. Imaginationisacreative, constructive, power. Every aspect of daily lifeinvolves
imagination. Peopleimagineasthey talk and interact with others, make choice and decisions,
andyze newsreports, or assessadvertisng and entertainment (Kelly 1996). Crestivethought
andimagination areintimately related to higher-order thinking skills. Literatureisessential to
educating the imagination asit illustrates the unlimited range of the human imagination and
extendsreaders persond visonsof possihilities. Literature nourishesreaders' creative process
by stirring and stretching the imagination, providing new information ideas, and perspectives so
that readers canimaginethe possibilitiesand elaborate on original ideas. Inthisway, it expands
readers; ability to expressimagination in wordsand images.

Literature can apped to the sudentswithvariouslearning syles. Literary textsarerdiable
sourcesof linguisticinputsand can help the sudents practice thefour skills-speaking, listening,
reading and writing. Literature can help the students enhancetheir perception of other cultures
and societies. Indeed, literatureis representational instead of referential. While referential
languagetendsto communicateat only onelevel and isinformationd, representational language
of literature considersthe students and involvestheir feelings and perceptions of thereal
world. Literary textshelp the sudentsto activate their imagination and develop their emotions
thusfadilitating in effective languagelearning.
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Text to Talkie : Exploring Shades of Women in Indian Film Adaptations
Pragya Bajpai

Indian cinemais one of thelargest centersof film productionintheworld. It startedin
twentieth century in 1930sand went up to producing 200 filmsevery year. Inthelong journey
of cinema, filmsand media have played asignificant rolein transforming the society from
conservativeto progressiveand modernized and dsoininfluencing theimage of womeninthe
modern context. Theportraya of womeninIndian cinemahas undergoneasubstantia paradigm
shift from objectified, stereotyped and victimized to assertive, fearless, independent women
who takecharge of their destiny againgt odds. Thered isarepresentation of real society and
theinfluence of cultureisquite papable. The cinemareflects attitudes, beliefsand ideologies
to reach out to alarger audience; its ability to personify the abstract ideas makesit apotentia
medium of striking achord with thetarget audience. However, drawing ingpiration fromIndian
novelsof antiquity to modernity for adaptationisn’t new inIndianfilmindustry aspeoplefind
it more enticing to watch an adaptation. Therefore, thisstudy categoricaly looksat myriad
hues of representation of women infilm adaptations.

Thefilmschosenfor thestudy are: Bimal Roy’stimelessfilm Devdas (1955)- an adaptation
of Saratchandra’snovel, Sujata (1959)- an adaptation of Subodh Ghosh’'snovelette, Guru
Dutt’s Sahib Biwi Aur Ghulam (1962)- adapted from Bimal Mitra’'snovel, Guide (1965)-
an adaptation of RK Narayan's novel The Guide, MiraNair’s The Namesake (2006)- an
adaption of Jnumpa Lahiri’snovel of same name, 3 I diots(2009) based on Chetan Bhagat's
Five Point Someone and Meghna Gulzar’'s Raaz (2018)- adapted Haider Sikka's novel
Calling Sehmat. Theanalysis holds up for close examination the dynamic contribution of
filmsin shaping the society by showcasing rdevant socia issues pertaining to women wrapped
inthearticulation of cinematic pleasures. This paper attemptsto explore female subjectivity,
consciousness and the need to theorizetheir inner desiresand feelingsthrough remarkably
complex yet transparent roles of women in select film adaptations of Indian literary texts
acrosstimeto tracethe eementsof feminism.

The phenomend reception of thelndian cinemafeaturing growth of feminismand women
indiverserolesjustifiesthe national conscious awakening. However, Indian cinemaworksin
aningitutiondized manner yet the expostion of textsthrough adaptations hasgradualy set the
gtagefor ‘the making of the new nation’ by projecting the cultural transformation that India
has undergone. Thisfurther motivated the directorsand film makersto understand the true
purpose or meaning of mediaand gradually assumed aresponshility of sengtizing the nation
and evoking asenghility by critical reading of textsfor acause. A director prudently readsthe
implicit sub-text by delving deep into the female psyche besdes analyzing the disguised gap

Bajpai, Pragya: Textto Takie: Exploring Shadesof Women in Indian HIm Adaptations
Open Eyes, Indian Journal of Socid Science, Literature, Commerce & Allied Areas, Volume 18, No. 1, June 2021, Page
:101-107, ISSN 2249-4332

101



OPEN EYES

between the subjectivity of different genders. Heinternalizesasocid issue beforeitsfina on-
screen production while unfolding anarrativetheme. Thus, cinemaentailspsychologica and
philosophical aspectsof lifewhile proving itself to be a potential mediumto deliver quantum
knowledge of gender identity and socio-cultural consciousness at large. It silently infuses
srengthinwomen by bringing themfromthe relegated marginsto the center and by illustrating
their sufferingand angst.

Cinema became amouthpieceto voicetheir long-denied concernslikediscrimination,
domedtic violence, gender oppression, victimization, objectification, identity crissand inequadlity
dueto stereotypes. However, several films haveimposed the concept of anidead womenin
the dominant patriarchd culture by crafting charactersthat are traditional rolemodelsto suit
their interest wherewomen are damsel indistress, frail, submissive and conformist with little
or no roomfor their own set of bdliefsand arguments. Thiskind of filmsraise questionson
equdlity, gender stereotyping and interpretation of theided socid congtruct. Snigdha Deshmukh
rightly observes, ‘Being afar cry fromredlity, suchfilmscreate an inaccurateimpression of the
capabilities and interests of women and thusindirectly plant the seeds of inequality in the
mindsof people.” Theimpact of cinemacertainly goesalong way inthe successof anation.
Nevertheless aggnificant changein content and gradud shift inredefining thefemale characters
throughtheuseof language, atitude, ideology, value systemand beliefs can beidentified from
the classical Indian cinemato modern cinemain absolute terms. Jasbir Jain examinesthe
historical perspectiveIndian feminism and shepointsout, ‘ Draupadi deconstructed thenotions
of chastity and sati; Sita, of power and motherhood; Kali, of violence; Puru’syoung wife, of
sexuality; the bhakta women, of marriage and prayer.’ (298)

Oneof India’sgreatest filmmakersand thefilm maestro, Bimal Roy hasgained fame and
recognition for hispowerfully inspiring female-centric filmsin the golden eraof 1950sand 60s
inthe postmodern context when womenwerestill struggling to gain equal status and identity
inIndia He paved way for film adaptations and proved the potentia of literaturein contributing
to onscreen depiction of social realism. Shoma Chatterji calls him*the great magician of
Black-and-White of Indiacinema aspointsout that ‘thewomen of hisfilmshad anidentity of
their own. Their stature was unimpeachable. They were emotionaly ‘independent’. They
were not merefoilsto the menor the other charactersinthefilms. They created anichefor
themsdves.” Hewasone of the pioneersof | ndian film adaptation and hisexemplary filmslike
Devdasand Parineeta immortalized the eminent novelist Saratchandra Chattopadhyay with
powerful expressionsand portrayal of unforgettable women characterswho are defiant,
aszrtive and haveresised excluson or any infringement on the freedomof thought. Manohar
Bhatiacommentson hisfilmthat * His (Roy) filmshighlighted progressive thinking, challenged
brutal exploitation and showed theinnatestrength of women. .. presenting lifelike characters.’
Bimal Roy’'sfilmsdedt with thesocid conflicts sensitively with unique qudity of realisminfused
init leaving an indelible mark on the human psyche. Roy’s representation of women has
always been powerful agents of social change which makeshisfilmsarelevant source of
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inspiration eveninthe modern context.

The poignant narrative of Devdas (1955), an example of hiscinematic brilliance, exhibits
rejection of societal normsthrough the character of Chandramukhi, the courtesanwho is
considered to be afallen woman. She offers comfort and companionship to desolate and
bereft Devdas. Thefilm endowsuswiththe detailed knowledge of the socio-cultura conservetive
normsof post-independent I ndiain terms of personified traditional and cultura values, onone
hand, Paro livesadignified life of amarried woman for the honour of her family exhibiting her
limitation and inability to rebel againg the normsand Devdas, onthe other hand, too conforms
to rules of hisfamily. While on the contrary, Chandramukhi playsa pivotal role of anon-
conformist and afree-willed woman by relinquishing her profession displaying her lifelong
gpiritual loveand devotion for Devdaseventhough sheiscertain that her lovewould remain
unrequited. Her gradual metamorphoses from being adisgraceful courtesanto adignified
devotee of Devdasremarkably definesa liberated woman's desireto livelife on her own
terms.

Based on Subodh Ghosh's novelette, the evocative film Sujata (1959) was asocially
consciousintensefilmwith humanitarian themethat displaysaromance between agirl of the
untouchable caste, Sujataplayed by Nutan and aBrahmin youth, Adhir played by Sunil Duitt,
who encouragesher by saying that even Mahatma Gandhi fought against caste discrimination.
Thefilm effectively disseminated aremarkable message about the struggle of astrong and
assertive untouchablegirl againg the castehegemony and victimization. Thementally agonizing
fundamental issue of untouchability in I ndiaand struggleto fight against the oppresson with
powerful femaesubjectivity. Thefilmisafuson of realismand idedismthat servesthe purpose
of bringing awareness and transforming the society. ‘ The story istold in a series of deft,
unrestrained episodes, never lapaing into sdlf-pity that could easily havemarredit’ says Shoma
Chatterji in her review. Thefemale protagonist, Sujata dealswith the evilsand prejudices of
society assertively with Gandhian spirit epitomizing afearlessfeminist, as Shomafurther adds,
‘Sujataisanideological filmasit presentsthe possibility of theideal society inthe spirit of
Gandhi, who isSujata’s patron saint, saving her once from suicide and unfailingly offering
comfort, strength and hope in her darkest moments.’

Guru Dutt’s Sahab Bibi Aur Ghulam (1962), afilm adaptation of Bima Mitra's Bengali
nove of same name, won severd awardsfor itsunconventiond theme of platonic love between
MeenaKumari, thelonely wife (Bibi) of an aristocrat (Sahib) and the impoverished servant
(Ghulam) called Bhootnaath. Therole of female protagonist featured subtle adultery inthe
mainstream cinemawith abold deviation fromthe trend while defying the restrictions and
stereotypes. Chhoti Bahuisan epitome of Hindu values and worships her husband as God.
The servant becomes her confidant and they fall for each other after facing rgjection from her
husband. Shetherefore mirrorsadichotomy between virtues and vices.

Bimal Roy’sfilm, Bandini (1963) isafilmadaptation of aBengali writer Charu Chandra
Chakrabarti’s novel Tamad . Having witnessed and experienced the lives of female prisoners
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closdy by thevirtue of being ajail superintendent, the author created afictional documentation
of their lives. Narrated fromthepoint of view of awoman, thefilm presentsthelife of afemale
prisoner, brilliantly played by Nutanin flashback. Bandini which meansimprisonedisatitular
metaphor of Kayani, the protagonigt, serving lifeimprisonment for amurder isrepresented as
acharacter who epitomizes strength, suffering and sacrificing woman. It isareflection of
Kalyani’sconflicting mind that explores genuine human conflictswith regard to loveand hate.
A female-centric filmwith fine depiction of realism venturesinto the persond life of asmple
village girl who revelsin theworld of poetry and exploresvarious aspects of humanity. The
film bringsout the aspects of social circumstancesinaperson’slifethat compelssomeoneto
commit acrime.

Theclasscfilm, Guide (1965) emerged with an unforgettably pathbreaking and rebellious
role of the protagonist, Rose. Theeducated woman, Rosie personifieswomen liberation and
defiesboth her husband and the social valuesfor thesake of following her passion for dance.
Her fearlessattitudetowards celebration of lifewith an independent thought processtook the
notions of the society astepforward. For Waheeda Rehmanto play that offbeat role wasn't
easy congdering the not-so-progressive society nevertheless, surprisingly it cameeasy onthe
eyesand was appreciated by the audience. She created her own identity asafearless actress
inthe maledominated world of filmindustry. Thelegendary actress, WaheedaRehmanrecollects
on how she was dissuaded by the people from accepting such an unconventional role not suitable
for Indian filmand she proudly sharesinaninterview, ‘ But luckily, | had an open mind and took
the project because it was a film and not real life. My character was an inspiration for me.
When the film became a hit and everyone found my character interesting, | remember those
same colleagues sent metelegrams appreciating my performance.” That’s how she victoriously
emerged as one of the most exemplary talents of the bygone era of 60s after the undisputed
success of the film. However, the successis equally attributed to the author RK Narayan for
crafting such a challenging character of awoman synonymous to the free-spirited assertive
woman.

The Namesake (2006) isafilm adaption of Jhumpa L ahiri’snovel of same name primarily
presents anarrative dealing with the cross-cultural identity crisis. The author of the novel
being astrong female herself and thedirector being an exceptiondly talented and bold feminist
lady, MiraNair who specializesin making controversial filmsand documentarieson female
exploitation, oppressonand margindizationinthesocio-culturd | ndian context addsdepthto
Ashima scharacter inthefilmthat delinestesher fedlings, emotionsand her sense of dienation.
A versatile and strong actress hersdf, Tabu, who hasrefrained fromthe hegemonic sphere of
marriagein personal life, isrightly chosento play therole of Ashimajustifying the name that
signifies alimitless or borderless person or one who can't be confined. Though her role
apparently brings out the elements of nostalgiaand isshown to be only confined to therole of
amother and awife nevertheless she emerges as an embodiment of awoman who takes
charge of her own lifeand createsher own journey. Thefilm demonstratesfemale subjectivity
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through Ashima, a personification of dedication, simplicity and serenity; despite her
vulnerabilities, she sandstall againgt the odds and provesto be an epitome of strength and
courageeveninher confinement. Her character transcendsher boundariesintermsof evolving
above her identity while accepting her ‘ self” in the end. Jasbir Jain opines, ‘I dentity and self
are often treated as synonyms. But they are not. | dentities can be dependent on men or on
externalslike class, status- both economic and married- caste and culture, while self isan
interna consciousnessof strength, awarenessand ahility.” (298)

Tabu talks about her uncomplicated yet * life-changing experience’ with regard to the
challenging role of Ashimain Namesake, ‘ ...It needsto move me. And whenit does, I'm
game.” Women find it fulfilling to perform such roles and do justiceto it on screen because
they grow withit and also witnessthe society grow inthe processtherefore, Tabu adds, ‘ The
growth that | have seen in movies, and myself and that I’ ve been able to apply to filmsis
something that | am redlly happy about. To get the opportunitiesto grow withyour work, and
haveyour growthreflect inyour work isanamazing thing.’

Another film that exemplifiesIndian cinemaisRakumar Hirani’s 3 1diots (2009), andl-
encompassing filmthat comes asarude awakening enveloped in entertainment isbased on
Chetan Bhagat's Five Point Someone. It isathought-provoking yet entertaining film that
justifiesitstheme of questioning our education system. The filmreminds of ashort story The
University Days by James Thurber who recalls his own college days and raises several
guestionsontheideology of what definesthe purpose of education. Thetwo femdecharacters
of Mona and Pia played as sisters by Mona Singh and Kareena Kapoor are essentialy
feminist in nature. Both the Sstersrepresent fearless, assertive and liberated womenin their
own respectiveroles. Piaconfronts her father to defend his sudentsfrom hiswrath because
they tried to leak the question paper. She doesthat by revealing to himthat her brother
committed suicide as he succumbed to the pressure of her father’s monumental career
expectations. Being anindependent fearlessgirl, Piakegpsdisplaying her littleactsof courage
by refusing to marry acontrolling obsessed man and leaving the Ste of marriage only to find
her love of life. Such rolesnever fall to infuse courageinwomen in generd.

Meghna Gulzar’sRaaz (2018) adapted from an ex-navy veteran Haider Sikka's novel
Calling Sehmat showcasesthejourney of an extraordinary fearlessyoung college-girl played
by AliaBhatt, who infiltrates Pakistan by marrying a Pakistani army officer, I gbal to spy thus
minimizing the scope of any suspicionand furnish information to RAW. Sehmat’simpressive
role as ahomely bride and a dedicated trainee are treat to the eyes. Her patriotism and
commitment to duty set new standardsfor the I ndian masses. However, sheloses her husband
inbargain nevertheless, it doesn’t deter her from encouraging her sonto carry forward the
legacy and join Indian armed forces. Thiswas amuch-needed empowering roleof awoman
and arefreshing change that was welcomed and applauded by the audience. Meghna Gulzar
has exhibited her immensetalent by dealing with the sengtive theme and intricacies of human
relationshipsinanexemplary way. The colossa success of the filmwith such overwhelming
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attitude and reception of the audiencetowards awoman-centric filmvalidatesthe progressive
thinking. Not just the society but thetransition of commercial cinemainto awakening form of
entertainment isindeed reassuring. It’sicing on the cake to watch such characters cocooned
intheform of entertainment.

Cinemathus, being the most popular and accessible mode of recreational entertainment
acrossthe globe has mede asufficiently effective ground for showcasing fifty shades of women
who arebeyond the extreme binariesof ideal or flawed. The cinematographic representation
of women hasbeen redly challenging for various actresseswho rgected thetaboos, chalenged
traditiona femaerole modesand found it convincing to performrolesthat gave anidentity to
women at large. Theroleshave effectively crafted women asapersonification and amagical
blend of tradition and modernity or confused and sorted or non-conformist yet spiritual or
emotional yet rebel. Cinemahas widened the horizon of our understanding of what truly
meansto bea'red woman' and embracing their desiresas Geeta Patdl assertsinaninterview
with Ankita Maneck, ‘ Feminismis about claiming your pleasure and desire.” Women are
biologically designed to be fluid and accommodating which iswhy it’soften misconstrued as
their weakness and that subconscioudy becomes a potentia reason for objectification.

Thus, the Indianfilm adaptation of select novels have particularly more often than not
served asasocia canon of liberated women by unveiling and painting someidiosyncratic and
unexplored shades of women in typical India context. Cinemahas also proved that even
women can carry entirefilm on their shouldersand successfully navigate too. It hasgreatly
offered women a freedom of expression of their real self which influencestheimage and
identity of womenwho areinfused with adeeper sense of belonging to thecultureand values.
It offersapromising platformfor better understanding of gender representation and socio-
cultural expectations. Theportrayd of such rolesissynonymouswith strong women. A papable
trangition of therelatable femae rolesfromevery walk of lifein films hasbeen instrumental in
shaping the perspective of the consumerstowardswomen intotality and contributed to the
pivotal evolution of egditarian society.
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