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SIERMCAR +4 Sarojtaq S eifzfors Siassm S [Kem afae St e @ieeas fasres aeeia e
STSETR S 7oy 2z |
@mmETet
5[ TSGR N0 [0 TR, AR 2317 5=l GG T e FAC, AC{0a9 2esia Terd S117a
TIE— T, (74, SO AT 2SR 7 2l U ot Y2 T AT ST (TS A |
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“AfFdfe : e
atara “Afaeifs Raneres el | 7eelg © SR M v Filed i gee | 2= s v
3 3T AATF I (=07 (I “hew 2 ewofi |

A 2t Tt RTet
oA N (i NS I oW T SEFIT e |
RS

SR S FOb! FIALH ©f T3 I SENGIE BR (RIGE OB F44 |
TR FACE 2N FACO €, SIF Sl FACF Heq Fw] Moo &3 | ©eF &y il
S SreM-2f5re, Tl 4FF THFE 1HFE 2 | SRE (@99 e IER 77,
sizr R sl ghe = (vTifecer AWE : wrEI2)
G2 7B T COFTAIT Tty ARG & FIFR =4 O | o ©E & Sl feq Fea a9
7 B ©ofF | (XSRS e (A TR % 53w FACS A G Ao woraf o iye |vERRe
g srepmiz oAz ey a i Brfec—
CLATE e SR wy @ e eifTe, A sEsh AReeE g@iE
wRE i wlice fer o zgte 223ilea, (7 97 R [ FEEE TR a4 @F
oot =T gie 2 3N wfoe
% (AT TG 2, miRRTRE g SepmiE ey ‘ofrets st SfAsE i Fmesid oma m
el S =1 w2 G oI AT TR FCH, I AT FFIGT GoIF IR 2ot eaees | o
T 27 TG ail TRl [ A ) @3k Sreeied faifere o 1 eiiens Tel, @ e
) foffl #I15ta ot Sfetere Q@IS 11 F6Ew I CRReEiEs e e S AFbe
CoAPsG TR egfete Frera Twias s Alfters 20 €rite O SETE (58 F91 ‘Aremt -l
st I Fmorsed eibemha s |
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@R e @a (Ao Seed F91 A, AR (12 o2 el =177 | A9ww12 AT —

“Qratrera I T @ @ @ e ¢ e Foet @ sfamet e
22T <G, Sl SSHIGTR Ty A AT R | W G 2 Sl 22re v e
e aofe freoiwg - g2m 7w 7 °

R =t Afecer AT oored! T&t FAR Al wHon wree 3 A o I Ao

TG HITS, FEeiR NG 90 (it qxefesi (Phono-aesthetic image)” " e A6 WS

7 QAT (H0 reed T RIS SRRl Tl Bars Fatz—
“Onomatopocia, sound symbolism, phonaesthetic effects and kundred phenomena are
part of the fabric of poetry and although a recent momograph has uttered a salutory
warning against auto-suggestion and fanciful speculations, the remains one of the most
active area of style-study.”bQ
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F Teroni*re 5 B FAE |
A SEOR A9 22— TR 9lME JTIT Fat St |
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R I9[0aR WA (YT Fwolkianel ©iF bifsfas (e qumy @RITS A 2 i,
T e 2, R = A FCRT S | AT 4 F e R ey 2
Fam e eIt g SR | 4 2 ¢ e e wrfesiey elen o5 |
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H¥_I5+1 (Discuour se)

S5+ (Discourse) 25— A unit of linguistic performancewhich standscompl etein itself iscommnly
called a discourse.” (Chapman 1989 : 100). SIS Wiﬂ“‘iﬁf GFHE T @CS AF TS /

it 1

45+ (Discourse) 47 FIFD Telo) 21—

W) I WG (narative discourse)
=) A SHAIG (dial ouge-oriented discourse)
2) @A WHAD (projective discourse)
%) FYTLF SEA04 (oratory disoourse)
T) wARANfeF wifsabe (musical discourse)
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T FE |
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S TR T, g | THIRE 1, 68 (@ Wi, ¢f A ey g wam v, —wiq b e 22
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Are| Af={io!
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S AT 4o S Afe—
— (IR T (AR | SIS AR Y- BRTre e SRy Toat 2@z | G2t I9KRe Ao
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R, ©i2 SR @IYONTOIT Ty SN MWL YT AL o] FCH, FEE HE SO @
G *7ae A AL FACES | A0 A Pl Siermere Mo AT A= FCH FaE
TR ©F ¢ FllIF ACe [539 FACO I |
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sffacat o/faf2fe sadi v4m @ine e srere AfFTa F creE | IREF SR e EE @2
AISF 51 T—! (A6 (‘Language according to use’) A5 (Sovy, 33) o femein vt
(b Cara Ty Foel B aea T e ST, &) ASF TG A TGS (speaker) (F, (27 (sender) (F,
A4 (receiver) A BB F, 43R F 3l ©IF ST (setting) | U2 ATE FIAEEF T O JREEF @
(ZATA A SIS T T S (A1 907 S e 541 27 1 Michael Haliday STt 03T G, %1737
o (AT = SAyiGHe e tefa e oot | FofeT oraes 5 6 2eve, SE siceicss o w3k efSist erai
1o 9w e ezee (@3 € SR 51otTa 70t WiETe St o (77 | (Lecke-Tarry, Helen,
1995, Context and Language, 6) 3~ SRS 7<aTiCe #{fzcamt #iffafe e e eraem i s
FA I | NN T2 TR [T HGE FE TR TS| FIOITS FLICF (T, O S Csl] FA
TE—8 T, 8!, P2 FI (AF G127 G2 Al bleTe S | SRR Wi 72 AEe{ea et
FU A, O S SR FENCHA AL AT FCAC=A, “ Ao SF T© (< 2210, SIS =
TR0 AET TR ST T F1ER | SE A v fre o, T -(&tepa fre 71, @39 < (it o
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Transit Route of Bengal Kansaris: A Study
Alok Kumar Biswas

Nabadwip isacity under municipal administrationinthe digtrict of Nadiain West Bengdl.
It isseated onthe western bank of the Bhagirathi River. The Bhagirathi river originaly flowed
down thewest of Nabadwip inthe past, forming anatura boundary between the digtricts of
Burdwan and Nadia. The city was capital of Sen Dynasty in Medieval periods. It was a
centreof learning and philosophy in medieva timesin India. Thegreat Vaishnavasaint, socid
reformer and animportant figure of Bhakti movement, Chaitanya M ahaprabhu (1486-1533)
wasbornhere. It wasknownas‘ Oxford of theEast” dueto itseducation and culture. It isnot
only famousfor itstol education but also for itscraftslike Brassware and Bell-metal work,
Conch Shell work and traditional handloom.

Early History of Kansari

W. W. Hunter oncewrote, “interms of the size of the workforce; the Kansari’sindustry
in Bengal was second only to handloomweaving” .t Thiswas stated by Hunter withregard to
Nadia, although hisobservation wasapplicableto dl of Bengal. Hunter mentions Nadiadistrict
asthe foremost production centre with regard to Matiary as the biggest centre and then
Nabadwip the second largest brassware manufacturing centre. In historical perspectivethe
city of Nabadwip iswell known for itsreligious movement committed by Shree Chaitannya
Mahaprovho infifteenth century. After that Nabadwip flourished and artisan groupsinstalled
their production centrehere. Asamigratory craft, the Kansari artisan camehere and settled
their production centresin medieval period whenthe city of Saptagram declined. Two magjor
causesof growth of abrass production centre of thiscity, oneisreligious centreand other is
good transport system.

Fromancient times, severd typesof craftsmen produce different typesof artistic craftsin
Bengd. Thecraft of the Kansarishad their origin outside Benga becausetheraw materidsof
Brasswerenot availablethere.? Thisfact not only affected the Brasscraft, it also affected the
production of conch banglesand other indigenouscraft industriesof Bengd. If the availability
of copper can betaken asadeterminant, then the utensil manufacturing in eastern Indiaseems
to haveflourished first in the Dhalbhum-Singbhum region, where ancient remains of copper
mining have been discovered.3 Asamigratory craft, the metal ware manufacturing in Bengal
had itsearly growth in the western part of the province known as Rurh and must have been
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related to theearly development of metdlurgica skill inthisregion. Theearly concentration of
Kansari inMidnaporeas an exit route of Brass from Dhabhum and Singhbhumisnotable.
After the decline of Tamraliptathe ancient city of Bengd, the Kansarisshifted their production
centreto Saptagramfrom Tamrdipta The city of Tamraliptawas completely declined by the
middle of eighth century.* Theemergence of Sgptagram, theforemost port of medieva Bengd,
asathriving centre of trade and manufacture, brought about atransformationintheKansari's
craft at the beginning of eighth century. After decline of the city of Saptagramthe artisan
groups settled their production centre at Nabadwip, Santipur, Khardah and other places of
Bengd.®

A small group of kansari migrated from Saptagramto Bhabanipur in Calcutta. It isvery
interesting that before the city of Cacuttaflourished, Bhabanipur was an ostentatiops city.
Cacuttawas most important of al these centersboth intermsof the size of itsworkforce and
thevolumeof itsproduction. Thecity had asmal Kansari populationinand around Kalighat
long beforethe place had attracted the English traders. Only non-kansari have captured the
manufacturing system of brasswarein recent Nabadwip instead of traditiona Kansariswho
had come here from several parts of Bengal. We find that a section of the Kansaris of
Nabadwip was thusknown asKalighati suggesting their early migration fromKaighat to
Nabadwip sometimeinthe late pre-colonia period, when there had been smilar movements
to that place.®

Kansaristo Non-kansaris:
Cagte systemin Indiahad beguninthe early Vedic period, whichisstill continuing. Later,
changes have occurred inthe caste syssem. The society generatesdifferent typesof professond
workforce for its own need. As Kansari groups begun after its production while the raw
meaterial found in his periphery. The Kansari group alwaysput up their production centresin
city or near cities because the Kansaris had no srong relation with villagesfor their high price
productions. Theresult wasaKansari concentration at Saptagram likethe concentration of
similar other artisan groups in that place. Thisis clearly indicated by the emergence of
Saptagrami Gains or thaks or sub-casted among a number of artisan cases in Bengal,
including the Kansaris. The highrank enjoyed by the Saptagrami Kansaris, particularly its
nucleus-the Nandans, inthe social hierarchy of the Kansarisin Benga issuggestive of the
cataclysmic rolethe early Kansari settlersof thisplace had in the transformation of their craft.
Asahighrank Kansari in socid respect, the Saptagrami Kansirisdeserved that pogtion
inBengd. Other amilar groupswerelike M ahitas, Mahutpurisand M ahmudpuris. The scenario
had changed when the market demand shifted and the descendants of the Kansaris became
unwilling to take up or continue with the family profession. The absence of similar sub-castes
among the Kansarisof Bengal clearly suggeststhat theinflux of low caste outsidersinto the
Kansari’soccupationwasof alater origin. Infact theincident occurred not only in Kansari
groups, it also found in case of Tantis (Weavers) of Bengal. We find the observation of
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H.H.Ridey that the sub-castes of the Tantis of Bengal like Kayeth-Tanti, Kayeth-Tanti,
Kathure-Tanti, Chamar-Tanti and Mjhi-Tanti indicated the extent of mobility of different
occupationa groupsinto theweaver’sjob.” In Nabadwip alarge number of artisasnsworking
with brassware were Rajbanshi and Namasudra. Thelower casteswereinvolved in brass
ware production inthe beginning of twentieth century asthework wastoilsome.

Colonial Scenarioof Kansaris

In colonial period, Kansaris sold their products partly by cash and partly in exchange of
broken wares. So the Kansaris were both producers and sellers. The scenario of post
colonialismwasvery comfortable to the Kansari artisan because asmall amount of capital
wasrequired for their products. Asto the raw material, either they bought the metalsin small
quantitiesat atime or procured it in agroup with fellow artisans. Therapid growth of their
industry inthelate pre-colonial period thusbrought about important changesinthe sphere of
production.®

Nabadwip Kansaris exported alarge scale of belle-metal ware to Calcutta and other
places.

Kansari groups of Bengal increased their production demanded by the market due to
growing Snvadehi movement. Inthelate pre-colonial Bengal, the Kansaris may have been
forced by theincreasing demand for their utensiisto induct non-Kansari labour for themore
laboriousand unskilled parts of their job such as hammering and polishing. In thisconnection
alarge scaeof laborious artisansengaged themselvesin theseworkswith their best effort. In
Nabadwip agroup of non-Kansaris settled their professiond lifein brass manufacturing. The
Kansari paraof Nabadwip haschanged itsnameinto Ram-Sitaparadueto unavailablevirgin
Kansari groups. If onevidtsthebrass meta production centreof Nabadwip, he/shewill not
find anative Kansari in production, they are only engaged in business. Throughout the nineteenth
and theearly twentieth century, the Kansari’sindustry underwent significant expanson. In
1894, T. N. Mukherjeethus observed ... every household now possesses more utensils
thanit did informer timesand alarger assortment of such articlesisnow presented to the
bridegroom onthe occasion of every marriage. .. . Theindustry is, therefore, athriving one.®

Un-changing mentality of Kansaris

According to Indiantradition thecraft artisasnswere centricto their production. Theartisans
did not want to spread their businessto others. Infact, the durahility, the brightnessand the
finish of the utensils actually depended on the relative share of the composing metalslike
copper, tinand zinc inthe Kansari’smould. Thetechnique of making thiscomposition, varying
with the Kansari sub-group (gain), wasusually handed down fromthe Kansari artisanto his
sonintheform of the \igjj Mantra (secret formula). Its secrecy wasfurther enforced by the
Kansari ritud of preparing thiscomposgtion after dusk, which ensured the absence of outsiders
inhishouse. ¥ Inthisconnection, we have found that inthe well known Kansariparaof Khagra
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at Berhamporein Murshidabad district and Nabadwip Kansaripara, not asingle virgin Kansari
isinvolved in brass-metal work. Several visits at Kansaripara (K hagra-Berhampore) and
Nabadwip Kansariparareveded that large scalelaborious workerswith surnameslikeMondd,
Hader, are presently engaged. The changeinbrassware work occurred for the conservative
mentality of Kansarisand unwillingness of their successors.

Smooth Exploitation of Kansari

The scenario of brassware production had changed when it was used in huge quantity by
the common peoplefor their cash crop production requirements. Inthe pre-colonial period,
therefore, the Kansari artisan enjoyed considerable independence. Buchanan'sdescription of
the Dingjpur Kansarisclearly showsthat thisautonomy of the artisasnswaslargely unaffected
even up to the beginning of the nineteenth century.* Theartisans of thisfield migrated from
one placeto another place with the emergence and engagement of Mahajansin brassware
production. Except Kharaand Bishnupur, eech of these pre-colonid centersnot only maintained
itsearlier pogition but also expanded under colonia rule. For instance, Madah cameto have
anew settlement of Mudimbraziersinthe outskirt of itsold Kansari locality (Kansaripara). In
1924, the new settlement had onethousand braziers actively engaged inthe manufacturing of
brasswares. TheNabadwip industry owed itsgrowthto theincreasing flow of pilgrimsfrom
different partsof Bengal, encouraged by railwaysin thelate nineteenth century.? The growth
of Cacuttaasacity induced the Kansarisfrom Jessore, Nadia, Burdwan, M urshidabad and
Khulnato comeand settle here.® Thismigrationtook place mostly intheearly colonia period
withlow-cage outsderslater joining theindustry as cheap labours. Number of new settlements
of braziersthusemerged inthe city.

Anandysisof thedigtribution pattern of the utensil industry under colonid rule aso points
to itsexpandon. Without going into detail and ignoring margind differences, we canreadily
distinguish between two typesof centersof the utensl industry in thelate nineteenth century
Bengal. Thefirst comprisesthe morenumerous pre-colonial centers, thus playing amore
important roleintheindustry. The second group comprisesfewer but larger centers, which
wecancdl laer settlements emerging during thecolonid period. Thesecenterswerecharacterized
by an altogether different type of production organization. Nabadwip, Maldah, Dacca,
Khagra(Murshidabad) and Bishnupur belong to thefirst category. Each of themhad adistinct
history of development. For instance, the origin of the utensil industry at M aldah dates back
to the early sixteenth century, when Kansaris of Saptagramfirst movedto that place.* Placed
on ariver route connecting it to the larger parts of Bengal and Bihar, Maldah offered an
excdllent opportunity for thisindustry to grow. Fromthis place theindustry eventually spread
to Dingjpur and Rangpur inthe north and Daccain theeast. Similarly, Nabadwip’sassociation
with brassand bell-metal manufacture datesback to the early Vaishavadays.™®

TheKasnsi artisanbeganto lose hisindependence dowly till hewas completdly subordinated
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to the merchant of hisown cagte. Throughout the nineteenth century, the magnitude of the
changeswas of such anaturethat most of the Kansari unitsin theearly twentieth century
Bengd conformed to thistype.’® Smritikumar Sarkar’sobservationisquite different in present
perspective asthe present article.

It seems, the process of subordinationfirgt garted withthenon-Kansari low-casteworkers,
who hed lately joined the utensil industry. It wasintheir urgeto have aworkshop of their own
inthe context of an expanding market demand that they had cast intheir lotswith the Kansari
merchant. The inducement for the merchant, on other hand, to cometo an agreement with
theseworkerswasthat it reduced their production cost and so raised the margin of their profit
because, non-Kansari workerswere cheaper than Kansari artisans.

Theabundant supply of chegp labour thusenabled the Kansari merchantsto drive down
purchase pricesso low that theincome of the hereditary Kansari artisanscontinued to decline.
Anenquiry into theartisan’sred income postion, assessed intermsof the Khoraki requirements,
showstheextent of thisdeclinesincethe early nineteenth century. All this happened in spite of
thegrowth of the Kansari’ sindustry.*

Transport system:

One reason behind the emergence of Nabadwip Kansari is good quality of transport by
river through Bhagirathi to Cacuttaand other places Beforethe invention of railwaysthe
river was most important transport system which flourished the brass metal industry of
Nabadwip. The utensil industry had been dso stimulated by raillway. The existing system of
transport by discouraging the movement of utensils, which had alow valuerelativeto the
weight and bulk, had actually restricted the Kanasari activitiesto placeswith easier river
communication.*®

Theproduction of Brassware:

Asalarge production centre Nabadwip had spread its namein Bengal in pre-colonial
and colonial period. Some of the researchersded with the production of brasswarein severa
times. Inthesametime other production centres of Bengal produce largescale of brassware.
The growing demand for utendllsin Cacuttahad areguvenating impact on pre-colonid centers
as far as Nabadwip and Khagra, Calcutta thus received 25,000 mounds of wares from
Nabadwip per year.X®

Inmy observation it isfound that from the medieva timestoday the present traditional or
virgen Kansari groups continued their businesswith little changes. Kansari group gradually
shifted their position from manufacturing group to tradersgroup. The higher profit intrade
thusdiscouraged direct investment of capita in production, whichwasleft entirely to the
care of artisans. A casein point is Gurudas Das of the early nineteenth century Nabadwip.
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BorninaKansari family, he started his career by offering dadan to local braziersand soon
cameto control theentirelocal tradein utensils. Eventually, he extended hisbusinessto al the
leading centers of utensil manufacture, possessing 360 arats (godowns) with an average
income of fivethousand rupees per day.?

Related artisansin manufacturing

One suchfeature wasthe increasing specialization of functions. Instead of the earlier
system of the artisan himself doing most of the jobs, the Kansari workshop now cameto be
built upon adistinct demearcation of functions. Even amoderate Kansari workshop inthemid-
nineteenth century would thus consist of a Grander (Designer), Dharandar (Forgeman),
Pasisdar (An assistant), Chachandar (Finisher), Kudandar (Chiseller), Tanandar
(Lattheman), and five or six Pitandars (Hammerers). The small mahgjans changed their
production procedure by engaging two workersinstead of six persons. Thereisnot asingle
factory to manufacture employing over three to four workers. But in colonial period huge
number of workersworked infactories. For instance, the Kangasabanik trader, Krishnamani
Pramanik of Khararnin Midanpore had more than hundred workersin hisfactory.?

In conclusion:

Thenon-Kansari group of Nabadwip triesto survive today upon hard labour. The Kansabanik’s
role asamerchant became moreimportant than hisearlier function asafellow-member of the
Kansairi organization. Infact, thegrowing power of the caste merchant and the consequent
expansion of these craftswere both a cause and an effect of the dissolution of thegain. An
important factor impending the Kangasabanik'strangtionfromamerchant to anindustrialist
was his social aspiration. On the other hand, it is very sad that the non-kansari does not
involvether successor inthiswork dueto indefinitefuture. So it will bedidocated quite later
absolutely.
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