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Dwijendralal Roy was deeply stirred by the Swadesi Movement, and

for a time almost completely threw himself into it.

politically 



5

Constructive Nation-

alist



6

OPEN EYES



7



8

OPEN EYES



9



10

OPEN EYES



11



12

OPEN EYES

P. Guha Thakurata, Bengali Drama, London, 1930, P. 154.
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'Bengali Novel Today' 

"It has been observed that their experience is large and varied, but

imagination and intellect probably not of the highest type."
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“Adolescence is a time of major physical,
cognitive and psychosocial growth and change. It composes nearly half the growing period in
man and is the only period of life after birth in which the velocity of growth normaly increases. It
begins at about the age of 10 yr. in girls and 12 in boys. The end of adolescence varies with
physical, mental, emotional, social or cultural criteria which characterize the adult.

“Adoles-

cence is the period during which sexual maturation occurs and the body takes final adult form”.
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“The quest for
one’s own set of values involves gender identity, social class identity, and vocational and
avocatoinal identity, and takes place increasingly in the community outside the home”.
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W.E. Nelson, Nelson Text Book of Pediatrics, Igaku - Shoin/Saunders, Japan, 1983, p. 38.

p. 21.
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No justice can be done to the tribal people, no proper appreciation can be made of

their role in shaping India's destiny, without recalling the fact that the tribals were

amongst the earliest contingents in the common struggle against the alien rulers and

had made some of the greatest sacrifices. Bourgeois historians tend to completely ignore

this fact, or in their charitable moments they go so far as to mention them as local

revolts–outbursts of elemental tribal fury but without much impact on the course of the

freedom struggle. The attempt of the bourgeoisie is to paint the history of the freedom

struggle as a movement solely under its ideological influence and conducted according

to its programme of action. That is why it is necessary to recall the series of grim battles

fought by the tribal people as part of the common heritage of the Indian people's

struggle against slavery and exploitation.
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Lac Production in India : A Study
Dr. Malay Kumar Ghosh

Abstract
Lac is one of the most precious material provided by nature and applied in different industries
in the world. A considerable number of people are engaged in lac cultivation in the world.
India is the largest producer of lac in the world and contributes around 70% of the world's
need. This paper attempts to bring forward the scenario of lac cultivation and lac production
in India as far as possible.
Key words : Lac, Rangeeni, Kusmi, Cultivation, Production.

Introduction
Lac, a unique material gifted by nature for use of various purposes of mankind, is a resinous
secretion of lac insect.The lac insect is actually one species namely "Laccifer Lacca" in the
major lac growing areas and two main strains of lac i.e. Rangeeni and Kusmi with minor
morphological difference produce different types of resin (Glover, 1937). Various lac host
plants such as Kusum, Ber, Palasetc. are in practice in India, utilised for lac cultivation pur-
poses. In India, 113 species of lac host plants, out of which 14 common hosts, 14 occasional
hosts and the rest 85 rare hosts mainly produce lac (Roonwal, 1958).The lac host plants are
successful in the environment ensuring free circulation of air (Mahdihassan, 1957). The strain
Rangeeni grows on Palas, Ber etc.whereas Kusmi on Kusum and some other species of lac
host plants. Two crops are obtained from Rangeeni strain - Baisakhi and Katki, likewise two
crops from Kusmi - Jethwi and Aghani (Mukhopadhyay, and Muthana, 1962). The system-
atic cultivation can be executed either with a single species of  lac host plants known as pure
cultivation or with two species of lac host plants known as mixed cultivation. In case of mixed
cultivation, alteration of host plants generally takes place. Various system of both pure and
mixed systematic cultivation can be possible (Srinivasan, 1956e).

Among main lac producing countries in the world, such as India, Thailand, Indonesia,
parts of China, Vietnam, Cambodia, Philippines etc., India ranks top position. Lac cultivation
is considered as a vital source of income of the forest and sub-forest dwellers of India. Such
people of Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,parts of
Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and NEH region cultivate lac side by side with other
activities for livelihood. Lac cultivation is mainly a labour-based work where both men and
women can participate and the lac growers in their turn, with hard labour all day long, grow
abundant crops which supplyhigh economic returns to them. Again it brings huge foreign
exchange as some foreign countries like Germany, U.S.A, U.K, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Chinaetc.
import immense Indian lac and lac products which enriches the treasury of India (Lac, Plant
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Resin and Gum Statistics 2016).
Objectives of the Study
The major objectives of the study may be briefed as follows :
1. To highlight the concept of lac.
2. To study the lac production scenario in India.
3.To identify the problems of lac production in India.
4. To suggest some measures to augment lac production.
Methodology adopted for the Study
The present study is mainly based on the secondary data available in Books & Journals,
Reports, Lac Statistics and various Web Resources. The data are presented in tabular form.
Lac Production Scenario in India
The lac is cultivated in forest areas by the Forest Departments but not with their full capacity
due to the fact that these departments consider it as a minor forest produce. In spite of that, as
lac can be a more potential source of revenue through making high returns almost in every
year as compared to other forest produces like timber, fuel coupes etc which can earn rev-
enue in cycles of long years, the state governments take care of it and are initiating various
schemes for lac cultivation in forest belts (Krishnaswami, 1957). For the betterment of lac
sector, various policies, research and developmental works have been initiated during 2010s
at grass root level which has supported the interest of the stakeholders to a great extent.
Presently, a very few i.e. less than 5% lac host plants are exploited for lac cultivation (Lac,
Plant Resin and Gums Statistics 2016).Lac is cultivated in a number of states in India. Around
3 to 4 millions of Indian people are engaged in lac cultivation (Report, Govt. of W.B. 2010-11).

Table : 1 Lac Production in India during 2015-16 (in tons)

  Name of States/ Name of Lac Crops Total
  Districts Baisakhi Jethwi Katki Aghani

Jharkhand 825 4935 785 3405 9950
Chhattisgarh 622 765 600 1200 3187
Madhya Pradesh 1670 66 425 61 2222
Maharashtra 860 0 605 0 1465
Odisha 65 118 75 365 623
West Bengal 150 62 235 135 582
Assam 65 0 250 0 315
Andhra Pradesh 60 5 100 7 172
Meghalaya 120 0 7 0 127
Uttar Pradesh 15 0 40 0 55
Gujarat 20 20 3 5 48

Total 4472 (24%) 5971 (32%) 3125 (17%) 5178 (27%) 18746

Source: Lac, Plant Resin and Gums Statistics 2016: At a Glance, IINRG
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Table : 1 shows that during the year 2015-16, quantity of sticklac production was 18746 tons
comprising Rangeeni (7597 tons) and Kusmi (11149 tons). Among all the lac producing
states, Jharkhand possessed the supreme position growing 9950 tons followed by Chhattisgarh
3187 tons, Madhya Pradesh 2222 tons, Maharashtra 1465 tons, Odisha 623 tons and so
on.About 93% of national lac production was contributed by these five states. Around 53%
of national lac production was contributed by Jharkhand, then 17% by Chhattisgarh, 12% by
Madhya Pradesh, 8% by Maharashtra and the rest 10% by Odisha, West Bengal, Assam&
other states all together. Gujarat was in the lowest position growing only 48 tons.

In total lac production, the crop Jethwi (Summer season crop of Kusmi) with 32% was in the
top position followed by Aghani (Winter season crop of Kusmi), Baisakhi (Summer season crop
of Rangeeni) and Katki (Rainy season crop of Rangeeni) with 27%, 24% and 17% respectively.

During 2015-16, 10% increase in lac production was observed as compared to last year.
In comparison to 2014-15, during 2015-16, an increase of 12%, and 8% in production of
Kusmi and Rangeeni respectively was noticed and the crop, Jethwi was increased by 33%,
Baisakhi by 12% and Katki by 4% however Aghani was decreased by 6%.

Table: 2 Top Ten Lac Producing Districts in the Country

Districts (States) 2014-15 Rank 2015-16 Rank

Ranchi (Jharkhand) 2530 1 3190 1
Simdega (Jharkhand) 1910 2 2020 2
Khunti (Jharkhand) 1380 3 1610 3
Gumla (Jharkhand) 1330 4 1605 4
Seoni (Madhya Pradesh) 1165 5 900 7
Gondia (Maharashtra) 1100 6 1100 5
Balaghat (Madhya Pradesh) 882 7 741 9
West Singhbhum (Jharkhand) 860 8 825 8
Korba (Chhattisgarh) 750 9 1010 6
Kanker (Chhattisgarh) 510 10 705 10

Source: Lac, Plant Resin and Gums Statistics 2016: At a Glance, IINRG

Table: 2 highlights the position of the districts Ranchi, Simdega, Khunti, Gumla and West
Singhbhum of Jharkhand and  Kanker of Chhattisgarh where they held same rank in lac
production in both the years whereas the remaining districts could not keep their position. But
the overall production is hopeful and an increasing trend is noticed.

Lac Production in India : A Study
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Table: 3 Lac Production in India during 2011-12 to 2015-16

Year  Production (in tons)

2011-12 17900
2012-13 19577
2013-14 21008
2014-15 16978
2015-16 18746

Source: Lac, Plant Resin and Gums Statistics 2016: At a Glance, IINRG
Table: 3 depicts an upward trend in lac production except in 2014-15 where a decline is
noticed in comparison to previous year. But the overall situation looks advancing.

Problems of Lac Production in India
Lac cultivation in India confronts with numerous problems. As a result, lac production is being
hampered massively in India. Some of the major problems relating to lac production in India
are summarised below [(Mukhopadhyay and Muthana, 1962), (Annual Report, 2017-18),
(Report, Govt. of W.B.2010-11), (Lac, Plant Resin and Gums Statistics 2016)].
(i) Insufficiency as well as low quality of broodlac;  (ii) insufficiency of instruments; (iii)  pro-
duction damage by fog, heavy rain, high temperature, hail storm and other adverse climatic
condition; (iv) existence of parasites, predators, other natural enemies, pests of lac hosts &
lac insects.  Other important problems include (v) illiteracy and ignorance of lac growers; (vi)
poor financial condition of lac growers; (vii) Weak communication with remote lac growing
belts;  (vii) absence of regulated market for lac products; (ix) High price fluctuation of lac
products ; (x) Cutthroat competition in international markets due to invention of synthetic
resin; (xi) Less use of modern technology in lac cultivation and (xii) insufficient government
measures regarding free broodlac & instruments supply, training programmes etc. for lac
growers.

Findings of the Study
After going into a thorough study on lac production in India, the following findings are ob-
served :
1. A very few lac host trees are used for lac cultivation purposes.
2.  Lac production in India confronts with numerous problems.
3.  The government initiatives towards lac cultivation are not noteworthy.
4. Some of the states in India produce major quantity of lac and the others are not.
5. The trend of lac production in India is upward and also satisfactory.
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Suggestions
For the betterment of lac production in India, some measures are recommended below :
1. More and more lac host trees should be utilised for lac cultivation purposes.
2. Proper research work is essential for lac cultivation to combat with the problems.
3. The government should come forward to help the lac growers by making arrangement for

sufficient supply of quality broodlac &instruments, adequate training camps, proper
education, subsidised loan facilities, well infrastructure, regulated market etc.

4. The lac growers should be cautious enough to use modern method of lac cultivation.
5. Last but not the least, massive campaign is a must for more use of lac products to avoid

synthetic resin.

Conclusion
Lac, a gift of nature, has an immense value and has gained a commendable position in eco-
nomic sector in India as a majority of tribal population of forest and sub-forest belts as well as
people of some other communities in different states meet a portion of their livelihood from
earning relating to lac in one hand and on the other hand, a considerable amount of foreign
exchange can be earned by India from exporting of lac to different countries of the world after
fulfilling the indigenous demand. But lac cultivation is not an unmixed blessing because of a lot
of draw backs. The government has initiated some measures but these are not sufficient in
comparison with the needs. Both the central as well state governments, lac growers, proces-
sors, traders, exporters, policy makers and the society as a whole should fight neck to neck
to augment the lac cultivation. It is noticedfrom a thorough careful study that in spite of some
problems, average production of lac since 2011-12 to 2015-16 is satisfactory.  In fine, it may
beremarked that if the remedial measures are taken properly by the concerned parties, the
undesirable obstacles will disappear to a great extent from lac cultivation and lac will bring a
financial prosperityleading to an increase in socio-economic status of the people of the coun-
try and the countrymen will be expected to encounter pompous bed of roses in near future.
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MGNREGA and Awareness Indicator of Empowerment
A Case Study

Arindam Chakraborty

Abstract
The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (hereinafter MGNREGA
or MNREGA) aims at enhancing livelihood security by  ensuring  100 days of casual employment
in financial year to every rural household on public works at the statutory minimum wage. It
contains special provisions to ensure higher participation of women in the process. As the
scheme has converted some of the unpaid hours of the women into paid hours it has started to
change their status in the family as well as in the society. The paper tries to evaluate the
awareness indicator of empowerment on the basis of micro level data.
Key words : MGNREGA, Empowerment, Awareness

Introduction
Empowerment is as sacred word as religion. In recent time, empowerment of the margins
especially the women has emerged as an important issue in our society. Empowerment
particularly the economic empowerment of women is being considered these days as a sine-
qua-non of progress for a country. So the issue of economic empowerment of women is of
utmost importance to all sections of society (Shashi Kumar, 2008, p. 1). The Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, the flagship programme of India has emerged as
not only one of the largest promotional social protection programmes in India (Malla, 2014,
p. 109 ) but also the largest ever social safety net programme in the world as well(Liu &
Deininger, 2010, p. 2 ), (Sinha, 2011, p. 9). It has rightly reserved the rights of the women by
ensuring at least 33 percent participation in the worksite. MNREGA initiated in West Bengal
in a phased manner like other parts of the country has offered substantial employment oppor-
tunities in different districts and the state as a whole thereby leading to empowerment of the
rural women folk economically. The paper on the basis of micro level data tries to evaluate the
awareness indicator of empowerment.

Data and Methodology
For analytical purpose the study is based on primary data only. For collection of primary data
an extensive survey has been carried out during 2016-17 at the household level in eight Gram
Panchayats selected randomly from four Blocks of Nadia District of West Bengal. The sam-
pling procedure is multi-stage one.

In Nadia there are 17 Blocks. In the first stage, out of 17 Blocks four Blocks namely
Chakdaha, Krishnaganj, Nakasipara and Santipur have been selected randomly. From these

Chakraborty, Arindam : MGNREGA and Awareness Indicator of Empowerment : A Case Study
Open Eyes, Indian Journal of Social Science, Literature, Commerce & Allied Areas, Volume 16, No. 1, June 2019, Page
: 49-57, ISSN 2249-4332
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four Blocks eight Gram Panchayets have been chosen randomly again in the second stage.
Now from our data it reveals that Hingnara and Sarati from Chakdaha, Bhajanghat-Tungi and
Taldah Majdia from Krishnaganj, Birpur-II and Patikabari from Nakasipara and Belgoria-I
and Fulia Township from Santipur Block have been selected for our purpose. In the third
stage, 500 odd women working in the MNREGA works have been selected from these
Panchayets and surveyed with structured questionnaire consisted of the variables relating to
the objectives and concepts of the study.

Socio-economic Profile
In Table-1 socio-economic profile of the sample has been presented.  We find a representation
of the women across the castes, although unevenly in our sample. While there are 15.2 percent
general category women, 36.2 percent are Scheduled Castes consisting of more than 1/3rd
of the sample, 28 percent are Scheduled Tribe and rest 20.6 percent are from OBCa category.

Table-1 : Profile of the Women Workers

Category Gen SC ST OBCa Illiterate APL BPL IAY

% 15.2 36.2 28 20.6 58.6 41.4 58.6 14.6

Source : Survey data

In general the women in the sample have lower literacy rate. Only 41.4 percent women have
been found to be literate. The table also provides data on poverty. Poverty can be defined as
the inability of an individual to secure a normative minimum level of living or to attain some
basic needs of life. This normative minimum defines the poverty line in terms of money per
capita per month living below which a person is deemed to be poor (Planning Commission,
2014). For identifying poverty level the study has amassed data on three accounts, namely
APL, BPL and the IAY beneficiary. Around 58.6 percent women in the sample hail from BPL
families out of which  73 families consisting 14.6 percent of total households  have got the IAY
benefits as they are poor to a formidable extent.

MNREGA Participation
Women participation under the scheme has been depicted in Table-2. With a view to getting
a wider and in-depth scenario the study has assessed an average participation of the sample
women for last three years under MNREGA instead of only one year.

Table-2 : Average MNREGA Work-days enjoyed by the Women in Last Three Years

Days of  Employment Nil 1-15 16-30 31-60 61-90 91-99 100 Total

% 0.2 9.2 21.6 48.2 12 8.2 0.6 100

Source : Survey data
Considering the aggregate data it can be stated that around 68.4 percent women in the sample
have enjoyed on average 31-100 days of job under the scheme during the last three years. It
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implies that rest 31.6 percent i.e almost 1/3rd of the women in the sample have got only 0- 30
days of employment under the scheme during the period. However number of women en-
joyed 100 days of employment has pegged at only three.  They are the workers in Sarati
Panchayet of Chakdaha Block entrusted with ICDS job in terms of cleaning and sweeping of
the local school campus for the last three years.

Awareness Indicator
In general there are five components in the empowerment process namely, welfare, access,
awareness, participation and control (Parvin 2012, p. 187). In the study awareness measures
the level to which the women are abreast of the scheme. Awareness is a very important
component in the process of empowerment.  To what extent a woman is aware of the situation
around is very crucial for her much sought empowerment. In previous studies also emphasis
has been given on awareness of the women on the scheme (Jandu, 2008), (Pankaj & Tankha,
2010). In this study the question of awareness has been made limited to women's awareness
about their entitlement in regard to MNREGA. During survey women were made confronted
with 15 questions in order to judge their level of awareness on three heads relating to the
scheme namely, awareness on gram sabha etc., awareness on MNREGA features  and  awareness
on MNREGA worksite facilities. Table-3 exhibits the response of the women workers under
study regarding their awareness on three heads as well as total awareness about the scheme
which is nothing but the addition of the responses on the three parameters. In all cases the
awareness level of the workers has been sub-divided in three point scale.

Table 3: Workers' Response regarding Awareness

MGNREGA and Awareness Indicator of Empowerment : A Case Study
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Note : In the cell upper figures indicate frequencies and lower figures indicate percentage
Source : Primary data

It reveals that 28 percent workers are aware of the all the three questions on gram sabha
etc. which is in sheer contradiction with the gram sabha participation. The study reflects that
64.6 percent workers have replied to participate in gram sabha but less than half of them
know about it. So, most of the workers participate in gram sabha just to register their name in
the meeting lest their chance to get the employment under the scheme gets lapse. The workers
of Sarati and Parikabari panchayats have revealed to have higher awareness on this head.
Workers awareness on the other two heads looks grimmer as compared to the first one. Only
6.2 percent women have been aware of the five to seven questions, the highest level of
awareness set in this category. As per the Act the workers specifically the women workers
are entitled to enjoy five types of facilities in the worksite but excepting workers of Fulia
Township panchayat no other workers are abreast of this dimension of the scheme. The
survey was done in the year 2016-17 on 2015-16 data. So, after the end of tenth year of
implementation of the scheme, this sort of awareness about the scheme simply presents a
bleak picture of the indicator.

Analysis of Awareness
In the analytical part, the study mostly dwells on Factor Analysis in order to assess whether
the indicators chosen for assessing empowerment of women under the scheme are justified or not.
Generally Factor Analysis justifies the appropriateness of the factors chosen for a said purpose.

The results of Factor Analysis on awareness dimension of empowerment have been
presented in Table-4 and Table-5. In order to check the appropriateness of sample adequacy
the useful statistics Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin (KMO) has been measured. In general KMO
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measure is an index used to assess the sample adequacy of a factor analysis (Mandal ,
Bandyopadhyay & Roy, 2011, p. 31 ). Its value between 0.5 & 1 indicates that factor
analysis is adequate in terms of sample (Malhotra, 2009 as cited in Mandal et al, p. 31). In the
case of awareness the value of KMO measure of sample adequacy is 0.677 which signifies
the purpose of adequacy.

Table 4: KMO and Bartlett's Test for Awareness
Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy 0.677

Bartlett's Test of Sphericity Approx. Chi-Square 455.117

df 3

Sig. <0.001

Source: Primary data

On the other hand, Bartlett's test of sphericity is done to assess whether the appropriate inter
correlation exists for running factor analysis or not (Mandal et al, p. 31). The higher the value
of test statistic, factor model becomes more appropriate. In this case the approximate Chi-
square value is 455.117 which is significant at <0.001 level. Hence the null hypothesis of
spherical matrix is rejected and non spherical correlation matrix confirms the presence of
inter-correlation among the items of the factor (Ghosh, Roy, Bandyopadhyay, & Choudhuri,
n.d., p. 189). So all these facts allow us to use factor analysis in this present analysis.

Table 5: Result of Factor Analysis

  Variables Factor Eigen Variance Reliability
Loadings value Explained (Cronbach's

Alpha)

Awareness on Gram Sabha etc 0.843 2.10 70.08 0.775

Awareness on MNREGA Features 0.880

Awareness on MNREGA
Worksite Facilities 0.786

Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis

1 component extracted

Source: Primary data

Now using the Principal Component Analysis the minimum number of factors are deter-
mined that will account for maximum variance in the sample for all those Eigen Values having
scores greater than 1. Eigen Value is the latent root  indicating the relative importance of each
factor in accounting for the particular set of variables being analysed (Kothari, 2004, p. 323).
Now each factor is composed of variable or item which is having factor loading. Factor
loading expresses the correlation between the variables and the factor. The magnitude of the

MGNREGA and Awareness Indicator of Empowerment : A Case Study



54

OPEN EYES
factor loading indicates the extent to which a particular merit rating item is associated with the
factor in question. It is justified to use items having loadings over 0.50 (Dwivedi, 1997, p. 201).

In the case of awareness indicator 01 component has been extracted having the Eigen
value of 2.10 explaining the 70.08 percent of the variance. With the help of factor analysis it
can be identified whether a single latent trait or construct underlies the items on a scale or
multiple traits are there leading to unidimensionality or multidimensionality of the sample of
items (Tavakol& Dennick, 2011, pp. 53-54). Here a single latent trait underlies the items. So,
it is unidimensional.

All of the items in question have factor loadings over 0.50 with the variable "Awareness on
MNREGA Features" having the highest loading of 0.880. The table also contains the value of
Cronbach's alpha. Generally alpha is a measure used to assess the reliability, or internal consistency,
of a set of scale or test items. Alpha coefficients that are less than 0.5 are usually not acceptable
(Goforth, 2015). Therefore, the value of Alpha here also signifies the reliability of the scale.

Table 6: Female 03-Year Average Participation vs Level of Awareness

Female 03-year Awareness Level
average
participation 67-100% 34-66% 1-33% Total

Count 0 7 40 47
0-15 % within 3-yr partn 0 14.9 85.1 100

% within awareness 0 4 19.3 9.4

Count 0 32 76 241
16-30 % within 3-yr partn 0 29.6 70.4 100

% within awareness 0 18.4 36.7 48.2

Count 57 99 85 241
31-60 % within 3-yr partn 23.7 41.1 35.3 100

% within awareness 47.9 56.9 41.1 48.2

Count 38 17 5 60
61-90 % within 3-yr partn 63.3 28.3 8.3 100

% within awareness 31.9 9.8 2.4 12

Count 24 19 1 44
91-100 % within 3-yr partn 54.5 43.2 2.3 100

% within awareness 20.2 10.9 0.5 8.8

Count 119 174 207 500
Total % within 3-yr partn 23.8 34.8 41.4 100

% within awareness 100 10 100 100

Source : Primary data
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All these results allow us to go further for finding out the interdependence between level of
awareness with that of MNREGA participation of the women workers in our sample. Appar-
ently it seems that level of awareness about the scheme depends on the participation rate of
the workers under the scheme. Besides, literacy level of the workers also plays a vital role in
generating awareness (Pankaj & Tankha, 2010, p. 52). However for the time being we have
been interested in finding out the only relation between overall awareness with MNREGA
participation. Hence cross tabulation along with Chi-square test are done the results of which
are presented in the Table-6 and the Table-7.

Table 7: Results of Chi-Square Test

Variables �2 Sig.

Total Awareness 182.175 <0.001
Source: Primary Data
It reveals from the Table-6 that there are 207 numbers of workers who fall in the level aware-
ness of 1-33%. Now, out of them, 116 women (56.04%) have enjoyed only 0-30 days and
another 41.06 percent women have got 31-60 days of employment under the scheme during
last three years. On the other hand, there are 104 numbers of women who have got 61-100
days of work during the period out of which 62 women (59.62%) have 67-100% level of
awareness and another 36 women (34.62%) have 34-66% level of awareness. So, it clearly
depicts that participation under MNREGA and level of awareness about the scheme is posi-
tively correlated. The significant value of Chi-square also endorses the inter-relation between
the two variables total awareness and MNREGA participation.

Conclusion
Awareness measures the extent to which the women are abreast of the situation around which
is indicative for their much sought empowerment.  In the question of awareness, the focus has
been pointed to women's awareness about their entitlement in regard to the scheme.  Super-
ficially, the level of awareness shows a positive relation with participation rate of the workers
under the scheme; the more they participate in the scheme the more they are acquainted with
it. However, categorical assessment on this account leaves not so satisfactory results. Major-
ity of the workers are abreast of neither the features of the scheme nor their entitlements in
regard to worksite facilities. At the end of tenth year of the scheme in execution, this sort of
awareness about the scheme simply presents a sorry state of the indicator.
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