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“No justice can be done to the tribal people, no proper appreciation can be made of
their role in shaping India's destiny, without recalling the fact that the tribals were
amongst the earliest contingents in the common struggle against the alien rulers and
had made some of the greatest sacrifices. Bourgeois historians tend to completely ignore
this fact, or in their charitable moments they go so far as to mention them as local
revolts—outbursts of elemental tribal fury but without much impact on the course of the
freedom struggle. The attempt of the bourgeoisie is to paint the history of the freedom
struggle as a movement solely under its ideological influence and conducted according
to its programme of action. That iswhy it is necessary to recall the series of grim battles
fought by the tribal people as part of the common heritage of the Indian people's
struggle againgt davery and exploitation.”*
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LacProductionin India: A Sudy
Dr. Malay Kumar Ghosh

Abgract

Lacisoneof themost precious materia provided by nature and applied in different industries
intheworld. A considerable number of peopleare engaged in lac cultivationintheworld.
Indiaisthelargest producer of lac in the world and contributes around 70% of the world's
need. Thispaper attemptsto bring forward the scenario of lac cultivationand lac production
inlndiaasfar aspossble.

Key words: Lac, Rangeeni, Kusmi, Cultivation, Production.

Introduction

Lac, aunique materia gifted by naturefor use of various purposes of mankind, isaresinous
secretion of lacinsect. The lac insect isactually one species namely "L accifer Lacca' inthe
major lac growing areasand two main strains of lac i.e. Rangeeni and Kusmi with minor
mor phological difference produce different typesof resin (Glover, 1937). Variouslac host
plants suchasKusum, Ber, Palasetc. arein practicein India, utilised for lac cultivation pur-
poses. Inlndia, 113 speciesof lac host plants, out of which 14 common hosts, 14 occasional
hostsand therest 85 rarehosts mainly produce lac (Roonwal, 1958).Thelac host plantsare
successful inthe environment ensuring freecirculation of air (Mahdihassan, 1957). Thedtrain
Rangeeni growson Palas, Ber etc.whereas Kusmi on Kusum and some other speciesof lac
host plants. Two cropsare obtained fromRangeeni strain - Baisakhi and Katki, likewise two
cropsfromKusmi - Jethwi and Aghani (M ukhopadhyay, and Muthana, 1962). The system-
atic cultivation canbe executed ether withasingle speciesof lac host plantsknownaspure
cultivation or withtwo species of lac host plantsknown asmixed cultivation. In case of mixed
cultivation, alteration of host plants generally takesplace. Various system of both pure and
mixed systematic cultivation can be possible (Srinivasan, 1956€).

Among main lac producing countriesintheworld, such asIndia, Thailand, Indonesia,
partsof China, Vietham, Cambodia, Philippinesetc., Indiarankstop position. Lac cultivation
isconsidered asavital source of income of theforest and sub-forest dwellersof India. Such
people of Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, M aharashtra,parts of
Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, AndhraPradesh and NEH region cultivate lac Sde by sdewith other
activitiesfor livelihood. Lac cultivation ismainly alabour-based work where both menand
women can participate and the lac growersin their turn, with hard labour al day long, grow
abundant cropswhich supplyhigh economic returnsto them. Again it brings huge foreign
exchange assomeforeign countrieslike Germany, U.S.A, U.K, Pakigan, Bangladesh, Chineetc.
import immense Indianlac and lac productswhich enrichesthe treasury of India (Lac, Plant
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Resinand Gum Statistics 2016).

Objectivesof the Sudy

Themgor objectives of the study may be briefed asfollows:

1. To highlight the concept of lac.

2. Tostudy thelac production scenario in India.

3. Toidentify the problems of lac productionin India.

4. To suggest some measuresto augment lac production.

M ethodology adopted for the Study

The present study is mainly based on the secondary data available in Books & Journals,
Reports, Lac Statisticsand various Web Resources. The dataare presented in tabular form.
LacProduction Scenarioin India

Thelaciscultivated in forest areas by the Forest Departments but not with their full capacity
dueto thefact that these departmentsconsider it asaminor forest produce. Inspiteof thet, as
lac can be amore potential source of revenue through making high returnsamost in every
year ascompared to other forest produceslike timber, fuel coupesetc which canearnrev-
enuein cycles of long years, the state governments take care of it and areinitiating various
schemesfor lac cultivation in forest belts (Krishnaswami, 1957). For the betterment of lac
sector, variouspolicies, research and developmenta works have beeninitiated during 2010s
at grassroot level which has supported the interest of the stakeholdersto a great extent.
Presently, avery few i.e. lessthan 5% lac host plants are exploited for lac cultivation (Lac,
Plant Resnand Gums Statistics 2016).Laciscultivated inanumber of statesin India. Around
3to4 millionsof Indian people are engaged inlac cultivation (Report, Govt. of W.B. 2010-11).

Table: 1 LacProductioninIndiaduring 2015-16 (intons)

Name of States/ Name of Lac Crops Totd
Districts Basakhi Jethwi Katki Aghani
Jharkhand 825 4935 785 3405 9950
Chhettisgarh 622 765 600 1200 3187
Madhya Pradesh 1670 66 425 61 2222
Maharashtra 860 0 605 0 1465
Odisha 65 118 75 365 623
West Bengal 150 62 235 135 582
Assam 65 0 250 0 315
AndhraPradesh 60 5 100 7 172
Meghdaya 120 0 7 0 127
Uttar Pradesh 15 0 40 0 55
Gujarat 20 20 3 5 48
Totd 4472 (24%) | 5971 (32%) | 3125 (17%) | 5178 (27%) | 18746

Source: Lac, Plant Resin and Gums Statistics 2016: At aGlance, INRG
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Table: 1 showsthat during the year 2015-16, quantity of sticklac production was 18746 tons
comprising Rangeeni (7597 tons) and Kusmi (11149 tons). Among all the lac producing
sates, Jharkhand possessed the supreme position growing 9950 tonsfollowed by Chhattisgarh
3187 tons, Madhya Pradesh 2222 tons, Maharashtra 1465 tons, Odisha 623 tons and so
on.About 93% of national lac productionwas contributed by these five states. Around 53%
of nationd lac production was contributed by Jharkhand, then 17% by Chhattisgarh, 12% by
Madhya Pradesh, 8% by Maharashtraand therest 10% by Odisha, West Bengal, Assam&
other statesdl together. Gujarat wasin the lowest position growing only 48 tons.

Intotd lac production, the crop Jethwi (Summer season crop of Kusmi) with 32% wasinthe
top postionfollowed by Aghani (Winter season crop of Kusmi), Basakhi (Summer season crop
of Rangeeni) and Katki (Rainy season crop of Rangeeni) with 27%, 24% and 17% respectively.

During 2015-16, 10% increasein lac production was observed ascompared to last year.
In comparison to 2014-15, during 2015-16, an increase of 12%, and 8% in production of
Kusmi and Rangeeni respectively was noticed and the crop, Jethwi wasincreased by 33%,
Baisakhi by 12% and Katki by 4% however Aghani wasdecreased by 6%.

Table: 2 Top Ten Lac Producing Digtrictsin the Country

Districts (States) 2014-15 Rank 2015-16 Rank
Ranchi (Jharkhand) 2530 1 3190 1
Simdega (Jharkhand) 1910 2 2020 2
Khunti (Jharkhand) 1330 3 1610 3
Gumla(Jharkhand) 1330 4 1605 4
Seoni (MadhyaPradesh) 1165 5 900 7
Gondia(Maharashtra) 1100 6 1100 5
Balaghat (M adhya Pradesh) 882 7 41 9
West Singhbhum (Jharkhand) 860 8 825 8
K orba (Chhattisgarh) 750 9 1010 6
Kanker (Chhattisgarh) 510 10 705 10

Source: Lac, Plant Resin and Gums Statistics 2016: At aGlance, INRG

Table: 2 highlightsthe position of the districts Ranchi, Simdega, Khunti, Gumlaand West
Singhbhum of Jharkhand and Kanker of Chhattisgarh where they held same rank inlac
productionin both the yearswhereasthe remaining districts could not keep their position. But
the overdl productionishopeful and anincreasing trend isnoticed.
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Table: 3LacProductioninIndiaduring 2011-12 to 2015-16

Year Production (intons)
2011-12 17900
2012-13 19577
2013-14 21008
2014-15 16978
2015-16 18746

Source: Lac, Plant Resnand Gums Statistics 2016: At aGlance, IINRG
Table: 3 depictsan upward trend in lac production except in 2014-15 where adeclineis
noticed in comparison to previousyear. But the overall Stuation looks advancing.

Problemsof L ac Production in India

Lac cultivation inlndiaconfrontswith numerousproblems Asaresult, lac productionisbeing
hampered massively inIndia. Some of themajor problemsrdating to lac productionin India
are summarised below [ (Mukhopadhyay and M uthana, 1962), (Annua Report, 2017-18),
(Report, Govt. of W.B.2010-11), (Lac, Plant Resn and Gums Statistics 2016)].

(1) Insufficiency aswell aslow quality of broodlac; (i) insufficiency of instruments, (iii) pro-
duction damage by fog, heavy rain, hightemperature, hail storm and other adverse climatic
condition; (iv) existenceof paragites, predators, other natural enemies, pestsof lac hosts &
lacinsects. Other important problemsinclude (v) illiteracy and ignorance of lac growers; (vi)
poor financial condition of lac growers; (vii) Weak communication with remote lac growing
belts; (vii) absence of regulated market for lac products; (ix) High pricefluctuation of lac
products; (x) Cutthroat competitionininternational marketsdueto invention of synthetic
resin; (xi) Lessuse of moderntechnology inlac cultivation and (xii) insufficient government
measuresregarding freebroodlac & instrumentssupply, training programmes etc. for lac
growers.

Findingsof the Sudy

After goinginto athorough study onlac productioninIndia, the following findingsare ob-
served:

1. Avery few lac host treesare used for lac cultivation purposes.

2. LacproductioninIndiaconfrontswith numerous problems.

3. Thegovernment initiativestowardslac cultivation are not noteworthy.

4. Some of the statesin Indiaproduce mgor quantity of lac and the othersare not.

5. Thetrend of lac productionin Indiaisupward and also satisfactory.
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Suggestions
For the betterment of lac production inIndia, some measures arerecommended below :
1. Moreandmorelac host treesshould be utilised for lac cultivation purposes.
2. Proper researchwork isessentia for lac cultivation to combat with the problems.
3. Thegovernment should comeforward to helpthelac growersby making arrangement for
sufficient supply of quality broodlac &instruments, adequate training camps, proper
education, subsidised loan facilities, well infrastructure, regulated market etc.
Thelac growersshould be cautiousenough to use modern method of lac cultivation.
Last but not the least, massive campaignisamust for more use of lac productsto avoid
syntheticresin.

o A

Concluson

Lac, agift of nature, hasan immense value and has gained acommendable position in eco-
nomic sector inlndiaasamgjority of tribal population of forest and sub-forest beltsaswell as
people of someother communitiesin different states meet aportion of their livelihood from
earning relating to lac in one hand and on the other hand, aconsiderable amount of foreign
exchange canbe earned by Indiafrom exporting of lacto different countries of theworld after
fulfilling theindigenousdemand. But lac cultivationisnot an unmixed blessing because of alot
of draw backs. The government hasinitiated some measures but these are not sufficient in
comparison withtheneeds. Boththe central aswell state governments, lac growers, proces-
sors, traders, exporters, policy makers and the society asawhole should fight neck to neck
to augment thelac cultivation. It isnoticedfromathorough careful sudy that in spite of some
problems, average production of lac snce2011-12 to 2015-16 issatisfactory. Infine, it may
beremarked that if the remedial measures are taken properly by the concerned parties, the
undesirable obstacleswill disappear to agreat extent fromlac cultivationand lac will bring a
financial prosperityleading to an increase in socio-economic status of the people of the coun-
try and the countrymen will be expected to encounter pompous bed of rosesin near future.
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M GNREGA and Awar eness| ndicator of Empower ment

A Case Sudy
Arindam Chakr aborty

Abgract

The Mahatma Gandhi National Rura Employment GuaranteeAct (hereinafter MGNREGA
or MNREGA) amsat enhancing livelihood security by ensuring 100 daysof casud employment
infinancial year to every rura household on public worksat the statutory minimumwage. It
contains special provisionsto ensure higher participation of womenin the process. Asthe
scheme has converted some of the unpaid hours of thewomeninto paid hoursit hasstarted to
changetheir statusin the family aswell asin the society. The paper triesto evaluate the
awarenessindicator of empowerment on the basis of micro level data.

Key words: MGNREGA, Empowerment, Awareness

Introduction

Empowerment is as sacred word asreligion. In recent time, empowerment of the margins
especialy the women has emerged as an important issue in our society. Empowerment
particularly the economic empowerment of womenisbeing considered these daysasasine-
gua-non of progressfor acountry. So the issue of economic empowerment of women is of
utmost importanceto all sectionsof society (Shashi Kumar, 2008, p. 1). The Mahatma Gandhi
Nationa Rura Employment GuaranteeAct, the flagship programme of Indiahasemerged as
not only one of thelargest promotional socid protection programmesinIndia(Malla, 2014,
p. 109) but also the largest ever social safety net programme in the world aswell(Liu &
Deininger, 2010, p. 2), (Sinha, 2011, p. 9). It hasrightly reserved therights of the women by
ensuring at least 33 percent participationintheworksite. MNREGA initiated in\West Bengadl
inaphased manner like other partsof the country has offered substantial employment oppor-
tunitiesindifferent digtrictsand the state asa wholethereby leading to empowerment of the
rura womenfolk economically. The paper onthe bassof micro level datatriesto evauatethe
awarenessindicator of empowerment.

Data and M ethodology
For analytical purposethe study isbased on primary dataonly. For collection of primary data
an extensve survey hasbeen carried out during 2016-17 at the household level ineight Gram
Panchayats selected randomly from four Blocksof Nadia District of West Bengd. The sam+
pling procedureis multi-stage one.

InNadiathereare 17 Blocks. Inthefirst stage, out of 17 Blocks four Blocks namely
Chakdaha, K rishnaganj, Nakasiparaand Santipur have been selected randomly. Fromthese
Chakraborty, Arindam : MGNREGA and Awareness I ndicator of Empowerment : A Case Study

Open Eyes, Indian Journal of Socid Science, Literature, Commerce & Allied Areas, Volume 16, No. 1, June 2019, Page
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four Blocks eight Gram Panchayets have been chosen randomly againinthe second stage.
Now fromour datait revedsthat Hingnaraand Sarati from Chakdaha, Bhgjanghat-Tungi and
Tadah MajdiafromKrishnaganj, Birpur-11 and Patikabari from Nakasparaand Belgoria|
and Fulia Township from Santipur Block have been selected for our purpose. Inthethird
stage, 500 odd women working in the MNREGA works have been selected from these
Panchayets and surveyed with structured questionnaire consisted of the variablesrelating to
the objectives and concepts of the studly.

Socio-economic Profile
In Table-1 socio-economic profile of the sample hasbeen presented. Wefind arepresentation
of thewomen acrossthe cagtes, dthough unevenly in our sample. Whilethere are 15.2 percent
general category women, 36.2 percent are Scheduled Castes conssting of morethan 1/3rd
of thesample, 28 percent are Scheduled Tribeand rest 20.6 percent arefrom OBCacategory.
Table-1: Profileof the Women Workers

Category Gen SC ST | OBCa | llliterate | APL | BPL IAY

% 152 | 362 | 28 20.6 58.6 | 414 | 58.6 | 14.6

Source: Survey data

In genera thewomenin the sample have lower literacy rate. Only 41.4 percent women have
been foundto beliterate. Thetable also providesdataon poverty. Poverty can be defined as
theinability of anindividual to secureanormative minimum level of living or to attain some
basic needsof life. Thisnormative minimum definesthe poverty line interms of money per
capitaper monthliving below which apersonis deemed to be poor (Planning Commission,
2014). For identifying poverty level the sudy has amassed data onthree accounts, namely
APL, BPL andthel AY beneficiary. Around 58.6 percent womenin the sample hail from BPL
familiesout of which 73 familiesconssting 14.6 percent of tota households havegot the |AY
benefitsasthey are poor to aformidable extent.

MNREGA Participation

Women participation under the scheme has been depicted in Table-2. With aview to getting

awider and in-depth scenario the study has assessed an average participation of the sample

women for last three years under MNREGA instead of only one year.

Table-2 : Average MNREGA Work-daysenjoyed by theWomenin Last Three Years

Daysof Employment | Nil | 1-15 | 16-30 31-60 [61-90|91-99 | 100 | Totd
% 02 | 92 | 216 | 482 | 12 | 82 |06 | 100

Source: Survey data

Congdering theaggregate datait can be sated that around 68.4 percent womeninthe sample
have enjoyed on average 31-100 daysof job under the scheme during the last three years. It
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impliesthat rest 31.6 percent i.edmost 1/3rd of thewomeninthe sample have got only O- 30
days of employment under the scheme during the period. However number of women en-
joyed 100 days of employment has pegged at only three. They are the workersin Sarati
Panchayet of ChakdahaBlock entrusted with1CDSjobinterms of cleaning and sweeping of
theloca school campusfor thelast threeyears.

Awareness|ndicator

In generd there are five componentsin the empowerment process namely, welfare, access,
awareness, participationand control (Parvin 2012, p. 187). Inthestudy awareness measures
the level to which the women are abreast of the scheme. Awarenessis avery important
component inthe process of empowerment. To what extent awomanisaware of thegtuation
around isvery crucid for her much sought empowerment. In previousstudies aso emphass
has been given on awareness of the women on the scheme (Jandu, 2008), (Panka & Tankha,
2010). Inthisstudy the question of awareness has been made limited to women's awareness
about their entitlement inregard to MNREGA.. During survey womenwere made confronted
with 15 questionsin order to judge their level of awareness on three headsrelating to the
scheme namdly, avarenesson gram sabhaetc., avarenesson MNREGA fegtures and awareness
on MNREGA workstefacilities. Table-3 exhibitsthe response of the women workersunder
study regarding their avareness on three headsaswell astotal awarenessabout the scheme
which isnothing but the addition of the responses onthethree parameters. Inal casesthe
awareness level of the workers hasbeen sub-divided in three point scale.

Table 3: Workers Response regarding Awareness

Awareness on Awareness on Awareness on Total Awareness
Gram Sabha etc. | MNREGA Features MNREGA
Worksite
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Note: Inthecdl upper figuresindicate frequenciesand lower figuresindicate percentage
Source: Primary data

It revealsthat 28 percent workersare aware of the dl the three questionson gramsabha
etc. whichisin sheer contradiction withthe gram sabhaparticipation. The study reflectsthat
64.6 percent workers havereplied to participate in gram sabhabut less than half of them
know about it. So, most of theworkersparticipatein gram sabhajust to register their namein
themeeting lest their chanceto get theemployment under the scheme getslapse. Theworkers
of Sarati and Parikabari panchayats have reveded to have higher awarenesson this head.
Workersawarenesson the other two headslooks grimmer ascompared to thefirst one. Only
6.2 percent women have been aware of the five to seven questions, the highest level of
awareness et inthiscategory. As per the Act the workers specifically the women workers
are entitled to enjoy five types of facilitiesin the worksite but excepting workers of Fulia
Township panchayat no other workers are abreast of this dimension of the scheme. The
survey wasdone in the year 2016-17 on 2015-16 data. So, after the end of tenth year of
implementation of the scheme, this sort of awareness about the scheme simply presentsa
bleak pictureof theindicator.

Analysis of Awareness

Intheanalytical part, the study mostly dwells on Factor Analysisin order to assesswhether

theindicatorschosenfor assessng empowerment of women under the schemearejustified or not.

Generally Factor Anayssjudtifiesthe gopropriateness of thefactorschosenfor asad purpose.
The results of Factor Analysis on awareness dimension of empowerment have been

presented in Table-4 and Table-5. In order to check the appropriateness of sample adequacy

the useful statistics Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin (KMO) has been measured. In genera KMO
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measure is an index used to assess the sample adequacy of a factor analysis (Mandal ,
Bandyopadhyay & Roy, 2011, p. 31). Its value between 0.5 & 1 indicates that factor
andysisisadequatein terms of sample (Mahotra, 2009 ascitedinManda et d, p. 31). Inthe
case of awarenessthe value of KM O measure of sample adequacy is0.677 which sgnifies
the purpose of adequacy.

Table4: KM O and Bartlett's Test for Awareness

Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy 0.677
Bartlett'sTest of Sphericity  Approx. Chi-Sguare 455.117
df 3
Sg. <0.001
Source: Primary data

Ontheother hand, Bartlett'stest of sphericity isdoneto assesswhether theappropriateinter
correlation exigtsfor running factor andysisor not (Mandad et d, p. 31). Thehigher thevaue
of test statitic, factor model becomes moreappropriate. Inthis casethe approximate Chi-
squarevalueis455.117 whichissignificant at <0.001 level. Hence the null hypothesis of
spherical matrix isrejected and non spherical correlation matrix confirmsthe presence of
inter-correlation among theitemsof the factor (Ghosh, Roy, Bandyopadhyay, & Choudhuri,
n.d., p. 189). So all thesefactsdlow usto usefactor andysisinthis present anaysis.

Table5: Result of Factor Analysis

Variables Factor Eigen Variance Rdiability
Loadings | vdue | Explaned | (Cronbach's
Alpha)

Awarenesson Gram Sabha etc 0.843 2.10 70.08 0.775
Awareness on MNREGA Features 0.880

Awarenesson MNREGA

Worksite Fecilities 0.786

Extraction Method: Principal Compopent Analysis

1 component extracted
Source: Primery data

Now using the Principal Component Analysisthe minimum number of factors are deter-
mined that will account for maximumvariance in the samplefor al those Eigen Vaueshaving
scoresgrester than 1. Eigen Vaueisthelatent root indicating therelativeimportance of each
factor in accounting for the particular set of variables being analysed (Kothari, 2004, p. 323).
Now each factor is composed of variable or item which is having factor loading. Factor
loading expressesthe correlation between the variablesand the factor. The magnitude of the
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factor loading indicatesthe extent to which aparticular merit rating itemisassociated withthe
factor inquegtion. It isjudtified to useitemshaving loadingsover 0.50 (Dwivedi, 1997, p. 201).

Inthe case of awarenessindicator 01 component has been extracted having the Eigen
value of 2.10 explaining the 70.08 percent of the variance. With the help of factor analysisit
can beidentified whether asinglelatent trait or construct underliesthe itemsonascale or
multipletraitsare thereleading to unidimensionality or multidimensiondlity of the sample of
items (Tavakol& Dennick, 2011, pp. 53-54). Hereasinglelatent trait underliestheitems. So,
itisunidimensiond.

All of theitemsin question havefactor loadings over 0.50 withthevariable" Awarenesson
MNREGA Features' having the highest loading of 0.880. Thetable also containsthe value of
Cronbach'sdpha Generdly dphaisameasureused to assesstherdiability, or internd congstency,
of aset of scdeor test items. Alpha coefficients that arelessthan 0.5 areusually not acceptable
(Goforth, 2015). Therefore, the value of Alphahere also signifiesthereliability of the scale.

Table 6. Female 03-Year Average Participation vsL evel of Awareness

Female03-year Awareness Level
average
participation 67-100% | 34-66% 1-33% Totd
Count 0 7 40 47
0-15 % within 3-yr partn 0 14.9 85.1 100
% within awareness 0 4 19.3 94
Count 0 32 76 241
16-30 % within 3-yr partn 0 29.6 70.4 100
% within awareness 0 18.4 36.7 48.2
Count 57 99 85 241
31-60 % within 3-yr partn 23.7 41.1 35.3 100
% within awareness 47.9 56.9 41.1 48.2
Count 38 17 5 60
61-90 % within 3-yr partn 63.3 28.3 8.3 100
% within awareness 31.9 9.8 2.4 12
Count 24 19 1 44
91-100 % within 3-yr partn 54.5 43.2 2.3 100
% within awareness 20.2 10.9 0.5 8.8
Count 119 174 207 500
Totd % within 3-yr partn 23.8 34.8 414 100
% within awareness 100 10 100 100

Source: Primary data
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All theseresultsalow usto go further for finding out the interdependence between level of
awarenesswith that of MNREGA participation of thewomen workersin our sample. Appar-
ently it seemsthat level of awareness about the scheme depends on the participation rate of
theworkersunder the scheme. Besides, literacy level of theworkersalso playsavitd rolein
generating awareness (Pankg & Tankha, 2010, p. 52). However for thetime being we have
beeninterested infinding out the only relation between overall awarenesswith MNREGA
participation. Hence crosstabulation dong with Chi-squaretest are donetheresults of which
are presented inthe Table-6 and the Table-7.

Table 7: Results of Chi-Square Test
Variables X2 Sg.

Total Awareness 182.175 <0.001
Source: Primary Data
It revedsfromthe Table-6 that thereare 207 numbersof workerswho fal inthelevel avare-
ness of 1-33%. Now, out of them, 116 women (56.04%) have enjoyed only 0-30 days and
another 41.06 percent women have got 31-60 days of employment under the scheme during
last threeyears. On the other hand, there are 104 numbers of women who have got 61-100
daysof work during the period out of which 62 women (59.62%) have 67-100% level of
awareness and another 36 women (34.62%) have 34-66% level of awareness. So, it clearly
depictsthat participation under MNREGA and level of awareness about the schemeispos-
tively correlated. The sgnificant value of Chi-square also endorsestheinter-relation between
thetwo variablestotal awarenessand MNREGA participation.

Concluson

Awareness measuresthe extent to which thewomen areabreast of the Stuation around which
isindicativefor their much sought empowerment. Inthequestion of awareness, thefocushas
been pointed to women'sawareness about their entitlement inregard to thescheme. Super-
ficidly, thelevel of awareness shows apostive relation with participation rate of theworkers
under thescheme; the morethey participatein the schemethe more they are acquainted with
it. However, categorical assessment on thisaccount leaves not so satisfactory results. Mgor-
ity of theworkersare abreast of neither the featuresof the scheme nor their entitlementsin
regard to workstefacilities. At theend of tenth year of the scheme in execution, thissort of
awareness about the scheme simply presentsa sorry state of theindicator.
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