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“Throughout Mahasweta Devi's varied fiction, women's subjugation is portrayed

as linked to the oppressions of caste and class. But in the best of her writing
she quite brillantly, and with resonance Explores the articulation of class, cast,

and gender in the specific situations she depicts.”>8
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I’'m Not a Bisexual; I'm a Gay as a Goose: Memory, Discourse
and Paralogy in Dattani’s Mango Soufflé
Manodip Chakraborty

Abgract : The unerring panoptical presence of a heterosexua gaze condtitutes the central
crux of Indiasfirst gay film. The spatidity of the enclosed land, coupled with the music of
a heterosexua marriage just outside the periphery, served asthe stimulus generator for the
characters' inner traumas — their desperate struggle to give meaning to their existence;
which is somewhat different from what the society prescribes. Confronting the dark
discourses of cultura normetivity, Dattani used the dements from his own play to create the
semiotic sphere of articulation. Towards the end, the crucia discovery of the men-to-men
copulating photograph by the heterosexua representatives, leaves the audiences not with
cathartic effect but with tragic alienation. Baffled with the crude unfolding of events, one
ought to contemplate on the meaning of human individudity. This paper thus proposes to
analyse Dattani’s use of triggering mechanisms adopted from his play, by which he wished
to unearth the dystopia of subjective formulations, functioning right under the surface of a
visible democratic utopia and his proposal of an aternate human subjectivity.

K eywords: Memory, Aphasia, Cognition, Equivalence, Discourse

Introduction : Written and directed by Mahesh Dattani, India's first Sahitya Akademi
Award-winning dramatist, Mango Soufflé (2002) has transformed the semiotics of the
Indian cinematic genre. A not so straight movie - it has naturaly drawn negative criticiams
for challenging the prescribed norms. Dattani’s oeuvre mainly “draws attention by its
contemporary relevance while representing the urban middle classin generd” (Kumar and
Prakash 110). Employing homogenization, post-independent India has evolved itsdlf out of
the mold of westernization — conscioudy diminating its distinct voices. Through the spatid
and temporal articulations, its inhabitants were made to feel aienated from each other.
Dattani gtrikes at this artificial ‘ equivalent’ conspiracy. By Stuating the narrative within an
isolated spohere, it evokes the audience's cognition about the “identity, unpacking the collective
as multiple bodies with digtinct histories and oddities, inhabitants of separate territories, yet
participantsin civil society” (Oommen 347).

The central crux of the narrative arises out of the characters' self-imposed ‘hysteric
confrontations —*“that isto say, not only have no perceptible changes in the nervous system
been found in thisillness, but it is not to be expected that any refinement of anatomical
techniques would reveal any such changes’ (Freud 41). The absence of legitimized sexua

Chakraborty, Manodip : I’'m Not a Bisexual; I'm a Gay as a Goose : Memory, Discourse and Paralogy in Dattani’s
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discharge mechanism has left them prone to repression. The proneness to represson is not
the only contributor to human memory, which is divided into two broad categories, the
conscious and the unconscious apparatus. The conscious part is a congtruct of the cultura
schemata and the unconscious part is a configuration of individual repression(s). What
emerges out of thisdystopic synthesisisnot a‘single’ subject, but a“split’ object. Therise
of popular media, inthis respect, encompasses the whole of conscious cognition. Kamlesh,
Sharad, Deepdli, Bunny Singh, Ranjit are al oscillating betweenidentification of pre-given
societal norms and the stimulus of their inner ‘pleasures . Their discharge apparatus could
only function in the absence of societal restriction —in an isolated mango garden. This
gpatia geography with its huge distinct walls— marks a separation between the manifested
societa products and the inner libidina desire(s). Therefore any formof ‘uncanny’ revelaion
is possible in this isolated atmosphere. The discovery of the homo-erotic, man-to-man
copulating photograph in this sense provided the semiotic stimulus — akey to unlock the
repressed memories of ‘identified’ characters. Even Bunny Sngh, the most identified
character, who hasin order to be ‘accepted’ as a cultural product,consciousyrepressed
his homosexual apparatus, breaks out in a soliloquy : “I try to survive in both the worlds
and it seems| don't nather... | was chosen for this part...| lieto mysdif first and | continue
to lieto millions of people’ (Dattani 01: 06: 10 —01: 07: 39). In this sense, Human memory
isnever agatic element — every time it encodes and decodes, it subjects itsdlf to the spatia
and temporal aspect of cultural context. Therefore “the point isthat...memory is culturally
determined ways of looking a human beings’ (Wierzbicka 13). It isthe ontology of real,
without any tinge of reality.

Dattani adequately employed the technique of flashbacks, in order to unfold the synthetic
mechanisms of repressve memories thatgo in the congtruction of anindividual . By adjoining
the present state conditioned by past elements, this device provided coherence to the
verbd discourses. In multi-layered revdations, Kamlesh's abrupt invitation to dl his closeted
mates was conditioned by his ‘angel in the house’ sister’s heterosexual marriage with Ed.
Thisincident in turn was conditioned by Ed s(heterosexud) transformation from Prakash
(homosexud); which in turn was sparked off by a disastrous one-sided homo-erotic relation
with Kamlesh. The spirdling nature of present tempordity was therefore totally engulfed by
the past’s spatiality. In this respect what differs a human being's repressive state from any
other animd(s), isits consumption of thepad. It is a superfluous element erected to counter
any potential individua phenomenon and to configure the paralogy ofconscious rational
memory. It pushes aman's “steps as a dark, invisble burden...an imperfect tense, that can
never become a perfect one (Nietzsche 61).

In this context, the functionalism of Kiran in the narrative is Dattani’s search for an
dternative. Isit redly possible to construct human existence withoutpast memory? Isthe
human consciousness can redly transform from non-red to rea?This search surfaced in the
context of false anaogies between Deepali and Sharad. Sharad, acting out Prakash in the
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discourse, is providing justifications for possible reasons — leading to a break up with
Kamlesh. The prominent absurd reason is his desire to change himself from homo to hetero
— a detachment from his past (memory) and a continuation of free will. At this point she
exclams: “but, isthat possible!” (Dattani 01:02:17-18), which is countered with a staunch
denotative utterance from now Ed “of courseit’s possble” (Dattani 01.02: 19-20).However,
the uncanny presence of heterosexua marriage soon provides the impetus — announcing
nothing exists outsde memory. Culture ‘ remembers and by one way or the other it makes
sure that its potential objects too, remember the constructs — whether in the form of
ceremonial audio or through the presence of “dreadful children” (Dattani 00:15:13-14),
dressed in their respective attires — the objects in circulation. The concrete memory of
heterosexuality has been configured as anorm to produce more raw materids. It is being
“grengthened by legidation, religious fiat, mediaimagery, and efforts at censorship” (Rich
29).Nothing escapes culture's panoptica presence; it must firmly establish what isjust from
what is unjust. It was thus imperative that the photograph- — the realpleasure of two
human beings, mugt first be discovered not by the partakers, but by cultura products —the
boy and the girl. The enclosed land must apped to the children and in doing so they must
be made aware of the right tools for constructing memory. The justification of their new
semiotic discovery must therefore never come from the rogue subjects, dared to give
expression to their inner-salf; but from those neurotic objects, operating outside the closed
periphery of the garden, who by suppressing or eliminating their primal desire(s), have
identified with the structured norms. The stereotypical objects therefore erected the
paradoxical temporality in which the characters “don’t know what elseto be” (Dattani
01:13:21-22). The thrugt of objectification is so much so that any contrary standpoint will
stumble upon inits presence. Ed’s desire for identification with the stereotypesis neither
based on any structure nor on cognition. He isan object still contradicting himself for being
aculturd subject, something that “matter” (Dattani 01:16:22-23), and something that “no
one will never know” (Dattani 01:11:04-05) — therefore when the situation demanded a
confrontation with those forces to “look them in the eye and come back” (Dattani 01:15:49-
50), he progtrated before the presence of an omnipotent force, something from which there
IS NO escape.

The semiotic dimengion of culture has, therefore, the endowment to enforce superficia
laws, “the “subject” who emerges as a consequence of this represson becomes a bearer or
proponent of repressivelaw” (Butler 107). The humancognition, however, is never evolved
as aplace where a continuous repression can take place — it is therefore, in a continuous
search for an exterior discharge apparatus. The resultant equivalency in this context made
theindividua(s) a neurotic. Ranjit’s drinking habit, Kamlesh's extensive drawings,Sharad's
crockery obsession, Bunny Singh's continuous smiling, Prakash’smacho two wheder,are
all the manifestations of such a defence mechaniam(s). The characters resultant homophobia
towards a heterosexual norm is not thus conditioned by a discharge of inherent sexual
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pleasure, but by a context ofconfigured memory sets. In doing so, they have inflicted more
pain on themselves than culture possibly could; as Sharad has rightfully justified that in
order to be a successful individual, one needs to congtruct their memory, their consciousness
according to the erected vaue sets. “dl it needsis alittle bit of practise...never ever gt with
your legs crossed. ..occupy as much room as you can...and walk as if you' ve got cricket
bat between your legs...and what's a speech?...no flattery vowels’ (Dattani 01:03:44-
01:04:11). All that mettersis the practice ofproper vaue sets; to flood the prefronta cortex
and through repetitive practices, transform them into permanent memories. These value
setsare
not only the generators of new meanings, but also a condenser of cultural memory.
It has the capacity to preserve the memory of its previous contexts. It is a metonymy
of areconstructed integral meaning, a discrete Sgn of a non-discrete essence. The
meaning space itself entersinto relationship with the cultural memory (tradition)
aready formed. . .the consciousness of the audience (Lotman 18).

The ambiguity of identification reached its apogee through Bunny Singh and Ed's
confrontations. Bunny Singh, the self-proclaimed “liberal minded person” (Dattani 00:27:57-
58) — successfully transformed himself into a cultura subject. A popular actor, acting asthe
representetive of the ‘ideal mae' in “HamaraParivar” (Dattani 00:12:46-47), sandsin isolation
as Dattani’s critic of mediamanipulation. What was structured asthe purveyor of knowledge,
media in the hands of culture has become the concealer of knowledge. The traditional
assumption about knowedge was the justification by an individual, but in the hands of
media, it has becomea mediated congtruct. It now circulatesitself in the collective level and
congructsthe individual cognition; therefore individual memories “can only gain socia
relevance through media representation and distribution” (Erll 11.3). The constructivism of
knowledge is thus functioning on use-value, and as Lyotard has observed: “knowledge is
and will be produced in order to be sold; it is and will be consumed in order to be
valorized in anew production” (31). This valorization has erected a panoptical system of
absence presence. Being present at the level of audience perception, it can actively control
the audience's cognition, but the absent gaze of a camera dways haunts its performers. In
an effort to conform to the decorum of civility, this often pushes the individual over the
edge, — represang ther individuality to the level of perversion. As Bunny Singh has justified:
“You can always have sex in the side” (Dattani 00:54:47-48), such a justification of a
homosexual erosis the repressed memory under the camera. The camera mechanismin
dhortisa

“raw” historical document...more interesting istheilluson of filming... “They lived
as if we(camera operators) were not there”. An absurd, paradoxical formula —
neither true, nor false: Utopian. There one seeswhat the real never was (but “asif
you were there’), without the distance that gives us perspectiva space and depth
vision. Pleasure in the microcosmic simulation...it isthe camera lens that like a
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laser, comesto pierce lived redlity in order to put it to death.” (Baudrillard 27-28)

Ed's newfound value sets are, therefore, an attempt to synthesize with the omnipotent

sructurdity, to be identified with the “real man” (Dattani 01:01:47-48), away from the “den

of ...own little bubble’ (Dattani 01:02:02-08). Such a search for catharssis mallesble snce

thisis merely an alteration of signifiers— that is always evoked through “substitutions,

transformations, and permutations...from a history of meaning...a hisory — whose origin

may always be reawakened or whose end may always be anticipated in the form of
presence”’ (Derrida 352-353).

Dattani’s search “for another “syntax”, another “grammar” of cultureiscrucid” (Irigaray

145), as the superimposed cultura normativity has transformed the individua cognitions
into organless bodies — a price that the subjects have to pay for “living in India’ (Dattani
00:20:15-16). His characters are strategically portrayed to voice their own unconscious.
As Dattani has remarked in the preface of hisplay On a Muggi Night in Mumbai: “Every
time audiences (critics too!) have applauded, laughed, cried or smply offered their silence
in response to some moment in the play. | (Dattani) am completely aware that it is my
character that has done the work for me”. Therefore “the whole point isthat Kamlesh has
to exorcise his spirit” (Dattani 00:20:55-58), by destroying the photograph of his past
memory — must appeal to the wider spectrum of society. The resultant aphasia or the
characters' inahility to voice their own libidinal desire(s) has morphed themselves into
docile object(s) of ridicule. Their anatomy stands in complete antagonism from the culturdly
invested bodies, they are sgnified as “an imaginary dynasty of evils destined to be passed
on for generations, it declared the furtive customs of the timid, and the most solitary of the
pretty maniacs, dangerous for the whole society” (Foucault 53).
Conclusion : Mango Soufflé is amicrocosmic representation of dl the human schemata—
all of its continuous repressions that go unnoticed for the sake of identification. Dattani’s
chalenge towardsthe traditiona Indian cinematography, his unveiling the unknown through
the portrayd of the known has unearthed the contextua justifications between the culture
and its products, ultimately contributing towards the construction of memory. The
participatory aspect of civility demands from its performers acomplete cognitive alegiance.
In order to achieveits atruism(s), the characters are forced ether to repress their memories
or to flee from the country. Dattani’s emphasis for new stometa, therefore, is the necessary
pragmeaticsto re-stabilize the question of human existence — which can contribute towards
a disturbance of the manifested norms, hitherto been responsible for controlling every
paradigm of individua cognition.

Works Cited
Baudrillard, Jean. Smulacra and Smulation.Trandated by Sheila Faria Glaser, The
University of Michigan, 1994.
Butler, Judith. Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity.Routledge,
49



OPEN EYES

1990.

Dattani, Mahesh, director. Mango Soufflé: A Not So Sraight Movie. Sanjeev Shah &
Mahesh Dattani, 2002.

Dattani, Mahesh. On a Muggi Night in Mumbai: a stage play. Penguin Random House
India, 2013.

Derrida, Jacques. Writing and Difference. Trandated by Alan Brass, Routledge & Kegan
Paul Ltd., 1978.

Erll, Astrid. Memory in Culture. Trandated by Sara b. Young, Palgrave Macmillan, 2011.
Foucault, Michd. The Higtory of Sexuality: An Introduction.Trandated by Robert Hurley,
Vol. 1, Random House, INC., 1978.

Freud, Sigmund. “Hysteria’.The Sandard Edition of the Complete Psychological Works
of Sgmund Freud. Edited by James Strachey, vol. 1, The Hogarth Press, 1966, pp. 41-
57

Irigaray, Luce. This Sex Which is Not One. Trandated by Catherine Porter and Carolyn
Burke, Corndl University Press, 1985.

Kumar, Sanjiv, and Prakash Bhadury. “The Marginalised Groupsin Indian Socid Construct
- A Critical Study of Mahesh Dattani.” American International Journal of Research in
Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences, Vol. 0, no. 6, 2014, pp. 109-114.

Lotman, Yuri M. Universe of the Mind: A Semiotic Theory of Culture. Trandated by
Ann Shukman, Indiana University Press, 1990.

Lyotard, Jean-Francois. The Postmodern Condition: A Report on Knowledge. Trandated
by Geoff Bennington and Brian Massum, University of Minnesota Press, 1984.
Nietzsche, Friedrich. Untimely Meditations. Trandated by R.J. Hollingdale, Cambridge
University Press, 1997.

Oommen, Susan. “Inventing Narratives, Arousing Audiences: the Plays of Mahesh Dattani”.
New Theatre Quarterly, Vol. 17, no. 4, 2009, pp. 347-356.

Rich, Adrienne. Blood, Bread, and Poetry: Selected Prose 1979-1985. Norton &
Company, 1994.

Wierzbicka, Anna. “Is“remember” a Universal Human Concept? “Memory” and Culture”’.
The Language of Memory in a Crosdinguistic Perspective, edited by Mengistu Amberber,
John Benjamins Publishing, 2007, pp. 13-40.

Manodip Chakraborty
Assistant Professor of English
TKR College of Engineering, Secunderabad

50



Defence and Strategic Sudiesin Collegesand Universities:

Academic | ndispensability
Subrata Ray

Abgract

Over afew decades, the arena of Defence Studies has evokedgreat importance since it
makes theyoung individuals adequately capable of developing their career in the national
security and national services of the nation. However, still the discipline hasnot developed to
that extent to beapart of | ndian education systemand in many cases, collegesand universities
have not been equipped enoughto incorporatethe disciplineinto academics. The paper ams
to shed light ontheindispensability of Defenceand Strategic Studiesin collegesand universties,
gpecifically in strategic areas of the country.

Introduction
All subjectspertaining to the military and theinstruction of soldiersand monarchsintheart of
warfareare coveredintheIntroduction to Defence Studiesin Ancient times. The definition of
this module can be varied to include the defence strategies of nation, the art of war, and
concerns for national security, as well as observations on military organisation and the
importance of military education.All theloca and international concernsthat have animpact
ondefenceor nationd security are covered by the area of “defencestudies’. Thisparticular
coursework aidscandidatesin obtaining theproper military ingtructionintwo different historica
and geographical contexts.Inthe coursework, the sudentsareableto assist in cresting holistic
drategiesfor governmentsin an effort to ded withtheissuesasthey become more aware of
war and thedifficultiesit causes. Eventualy, the sudentswho havefinished the programme
work inthe defenceindudtry arestrongly advised to dedicatedl of their effortsand knowledge
related to the Defence and National Security for the nation by joining military forces Candidates
who completethis programme are prepared to work as Defence L ogistics Officersfor the
Ministry of Defence, which pays competitive pay. It isto be noted that a specialisationin
defence science promotes the advancement of military training and raisespublic knowledge
of concernsabout national security.
Dates back to ancient times, India'sdesrefor abattle, or “DharmaYudh,” remain constant.
Thisindicates that the necessity of a battle is only raised for the sake of the realm. The
essentid vaueof themilitary code of conduct isdiscipline. Thefollowing list includes some of
thewarrior codesor lawsthat the ancient Indian army adhered to.

® A Kshatriyaor awarrior wearing armour isnot permitted to engagein combat witha

non-armoured opponent.

Ray, Subrata: Defence and Strategic Sudiesin Colleges and Universities : Academic Indispensability
Open Eyes, Indian Journal of Socid Science, Literature, Commerce & Allied Areas, Volume 19, No. 2, Dec 2022, Page
:51-61, ISSN 2249-4332

51



OPEN EYES

@ Only one enemy can be engaged incombat at atime, and only thenif thethreat posed

by that enemy has subsided the conflict to be ended.
® Men, women, and children are exempt fromthe encounter of military forcessincethe
soldersarerequired it remain and have no right to be killed by awarrior or soldier.

Congdering theinextricable presence of warsin history, military sudiesweretreated asone
of the vital subjectsin the most ancient education system of Indiawhich isalso known as
Gurukul. During thosedays, the sudentswere not merely involved inlearning various subjects
likelanguage, Vedas, mathemetics, scienceand grammar, yet they also learnt the use of weapons
andthe art of warfare asintegral parts of defence studies. Besides, leading alifeunder astrict
routine makesthemunderstand the value of disciplinein daily lifeand defence smultaneoudy.
Although the military study gained equal importancelike other subjects, yet theformwas
unreservedly different. According to themilitary education system, it wasmandatory for gudents
to go through the practice of physica education comprising al activitiesof srengthtraining
likeweight lifting, swimming, running. Additiondly, the significance of practicing martial art is
underlined for itspotential to empower the soldierswith adequatefitnessfor defending against
war. Thereweretwo categories of curriculum within military education. The soldierswere
initidly individudly trained, and thenthearmy wastraned tofight asamilitary unit. I nterestingly,
campsfor military training were established in almost every villagein order to reinforce the
villagerswith appropriate proficiency in self-defence.

Althoughthe system of military studies has changed with time, yet the United Kingdomis
another country that embracesitshistory by leveraging the need for higher education of defence
gudies. Early inthe 1950s, acommunity of influential individuals at the Universty of London,
whichinclude Lionel Robbins, Sir CharlesWebster and Sir Keith Hancock, all renowned
intellectuaswho had contributed to the British war effort and writtenthe history of that effort,
concluded that military studiesisrequired to be rehabilitated intheingtitutionand its calibre
improved in order to portray the holistic view of war, ranging economics, society, law, and
ethics, among other topics. Asquoted by Sir Michael Howard, “ The history of war, | cameto
realise, was more than the operational history of armed forces, it was the study of entire
societies. Only by studying their culturescould one cometo understand what it wasthat they
fought about and why they fought inthe way that they did”. Being the Board of Military
Studies representative at the Univergity of London, Howard had already begun effectively
running hisindependent department while also developing groups of sudentsinterested in
“war and society,” including future historians Brian Bond and Peter Simkinsin 1962.

Defence

Thedefenceisacrucid component of combat sinceit entailsanumber of actionsin order to

impede the enemy’songdlaught. In other words, the sudy of defence portraysdefenceasan

enactment of barricading internationd invadersand empowering nationswith massveimmunity.

Congderingthisnote, every nationisrequired to focus on developing aconsolidated department

of defencethat providesthemwith astrong military force responsiblefor deterring war and
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maintaining national security. Inthetime of defending, the soldiersarerequired to remain
aware of the potential and actual hazards and vulnerabilitiesto the rightsand freedoms of
common peoplewhichare congantly fluctuating dueto avariety of complex socia, economic,
military, and cultura elements, among others. Hence, thisarena of national security seemsto
adhereto six significant principlesthat are articulated in the DAM ROD framework. This
acronym standsfor, Depth
Defence in depth is a defensive measure that aimsto delay an attacking army instead of
completely preventing it frommoving forward.

All round defence

All-around defenceisthe discipline of arranging defensive resources so that military troops
effectively defeat anattack fromall Sdes, indluding thefront, Sides, and behind. Though maximum
security arrangement dependson abundance of resources. Appropriate use and deployment
of resources may aso befruitful for security and the participation of people. Particularly the
interface between the academics. Common people and administrators may improve the
Stuation and may provide more assurance from the academic point of view.

Mutual support

Mutua support makesadefence stronger by guaranteeing that any attack fromone place will
be met with “fire” fromtheother, forcing the enemy to concentratetheir effortselsawhereand
decreasing theefficacy of their ondaught. Defenceand strategic sudiesofficidly invite mutua
relationship between people and academics and the more the relationship isassured better
security isalso expected.

Reserves

One of the most important conceptsin both defensive and offensive military srategy isthe
reserve. By retaining an undigned reserve, any military captain will have aforce prepared to
reinforce or repair any vulnerable pointsin the defensive zone as appropriate.

Offensive spirits

The expression “Thebest defenceisagood offence’ refersto the notion that a purposeful
defensive approach will give the leader the opportunity to profit from counterattacks and
makeit moredifficult for the opponent to launch pre-emptive strikes.

Deception

Deceptionis utilised in defence to hide the actual places of the forces and to deceive the
enemy as under disguise and conceding, fatalities can be lessened and the opponent ismade
to spend effort and resourcesfor minima return.

Thenationa defenceisthe state, specifically the overall conception of a State through
which nationd security interestsare established, planned, and propagated by theingtitutions
possessing legitimetely appropriate authority for thispurpose. Theimportance of having strong
armed forcesand the need to protect people against variousthreatsisaconstant feature of
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our national defence. The restoration of sovereignty, territorial integrity, independence,
constitutional democracy, unity, and national interests throughout the whole process is
guaranteed by the commitment of al resourcesthat are obtainable during any giventimewhen
confronted with any kind of aggressive behavior, danger, security risk, uncertainty, or fight.
Sincethe basic purpose of the national defenceisto safeguard the overall population of a
nation and the purposes of that sate, it must be conducted using legitimate avenues. Thus,
National security policiesindude acomponent on defence policy. By itsfundamenta essence,
defencestrategy ismultidisciplinary thet gpparently incorporatesall dementsfor strengthening
anation and advancing its security.

It isworth noting that anintense understanding of theprinciplesand policiescanbeconsdered
as a good testimony of well-trained and educated soldiers who are prudent to perform
outstandingly inwar againg enemies, however, it requiresthe good practice of defence studies.
A specialist audience, whose preferences and interests can be extended into numerous
expressions of national security, is necessary for the study of Strategy and Defenceasa
subject. Along with thevariety of topicscomprising the study of peace and conflicts, the Sudy
of National Security, Economics, International relations, Along with other topicspertaining to
the military or national security, this study of defence also addresses aress like military
psychology and sociology. Currently, security isanotionthat hasgrowninimportanceyet has
been expanded beyond the perception of theaverage citizen of the nation. Thiscan beattributed
to anumber of factors, including abroadening of the definition of “security” and ashift like
warfarethat israising security issuesin the neighbourhood of thenation.Raisng awareness of
thisissueishence essential and imperativeinthe modern scenario of national and international
security. Many other terms, like defence and Strategic sudies, war and national security studies,
military science, war and strategy studiesand so forth arefrequently used to refer to military
research.

Strategy

Setting objectivesand goals, choosing actionsto accomplish thegoals, and dlocating resources
to carry out the activitiesareall common components of strategy. In relation to the military
theory, the concept of strategy canbe better defined asan artigtic tactic that engages defence
leadersin organising the armed forces in such an effective manner in order to confidently
secure the ultimate goals of politics and defence. However, it is undeniable that a good
understanding of the military security study acesthe devel opment of foundation for theways
through which thearmed forcesare designated to be structured aong withtheidentification of
the nature of conflicts. Moreover, Inadditionto facilitating the development of apand witha
group of specidigsfor theadminigtration of nationa security fromalargely | ndian standpoint
yet with aholistic approach, it aidsin developing the young generation’s competence for
rational review of strategic challenges. It providesastable forumfor constant discussion
between military specialists, strategic theorists, and academiciansin order to create across-
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domain school of thought. Onthe mattersof regiond, nationa, and internationa security, the
Divisonandits professors have proactively offered consulting servicesto federa advisory
boardsand strategic security. The Department also contributesto the IndianArmed Forcesin
aggnificant way, highlighting the value of defence sudiesinitsscientificand academic research
while actually serving in the service. The definition of strategy isthetechnique or idea of
placing forcesto migrateto afavourable postioninaconflict. Thisindicatesthat warriorsin
armiesmust constantly be brainstorming new strategiesto use againg various opponentsand
rough terrain. Some of the ancient tacticsare giveninthefollowing to better understand the
drategic movement of military defence.

L eadership—Military leedership isaskill that must not be easily overlooked. It ismorethan
acreative endeavour that depends on the courage, ability, and intellect of anindividua. This
servesasoneof those sgnificant elementsthat sgnificantly affect battles.
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Mapsand Astronomy - Theseare necessary for travelling and traversing fromonelocation
to another. Sincethere were no mapsin ancient times, the military soldiersused to travel from
place to place by observing thedirection of the sunand starsto determinetheir whereabouts.
Sincethelook east policy propagationthe strategic importance of West Bengal and other
North Eastern states have been established for further analysis and thisrequire detail studies

onmapsand astronomy for development of areas.

Logistics — During the wars, the armies are required to be well supplied with military
necessities.To be more explicit on that issue, logistics remains crucia to winning a conflict

becauseit isclosdly related to supply-related tasks.

Nevertheless, it isworth mentioning that officersor leadersof military forcesarerequired
to possessthe ability of strategic thinking that can only be gained through the possession of
good command over the knowledge pertaining to the defence and strategic Sudies. However,
the syllabusand activities of the study a so seek for theincorporation of avisonary strategy.
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() Sudy of Military Organization - The Chaturangabalaarmy, whichincluded chariots,
eephants, cavary, and infantry, wasfirst developed by ancient armiescommencing with ground
forces. Inthepagt, themaster had thismilitary alianceinmind. Asacrucia component of the
defence studiesthat the ancient experts presented intheform of sports, the soldiers presently
aretaught thewaysof using horses, dephants, and advanced weapons Ancient timeswitnessed
the inception of the study of defence groupsthat continuesto be going from strength to
strength nowadays. Infact, gameslike Chaturanga, Chess, wrestling and archery arealso
included in defence studiesin order to makethe soldierscompetent in managing any critical or
uncertain Stuationsmoretactfully.

Weapon skills

Ancient armiesemployed awiderange of weapons, which necesstatesthe gppropriatetraining
and thus, soldierstrain using personal weaponson adaily basisin order to master weapon
handling.Soldiers of this erawereinvolved in studying thewaysof manoeuvring abow in
abattleaslong asthe mastery of bowsand arrowsisbelieved to be among the key quintesserntid
abilitiesfor the-then soldiers. Additionally, asoldier requiresthe ability to rideand engagein
horse-to-horse combat on the battlefield.

(b) National Security - Any country or nation must contend with enemies, environmental
risks, natural calamitiesthreatsand more. Inthiscase, understanding the different types of
dangersand illful mitigationtechniquesiscrudid.| nterestingly, thesize of themilitary force and
itsorganisationd structure should be determined by anationd security study inorder to combat
al adversaries.

(c) TheArt of War - War ischaracterised asa struggle between two militaries. During the
war, both of the nationsare in need of deploying awiderange of strategiesin order to ensure
the victory in the battleground. For the purpose of prevailing against enemy forces, it is
guintessential for the personnel of the army forcesto be educated to employ a number of
different plansand tactics.

(d) Military Curriculum- It iscrucia to investigate the disciplines contained in the military
program following the definition of the military science. The department if military defence
seemsto concentrate on thefollowing areas considering themasthe primary research areas
for nationd and international security issues:

@ Nationd security

@ Security issuesin SouthAsa—traditional and non-traditiona
@ Armcontrol

@ The problemof nuclear proliferation

@ Conflict resolution
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@ Confidence-building measures

@ Internationd terrorism

@ Economic management

@ Legd aspectsof international security
@ Maritime Safety

@ Environmentd safety

@ Other rlated fields

Peace

Inthe elimination of animosity and violence, peaceisthe ideaof communal friendlinessand
tranquillity. Individualsarelikely to abide by national standards of human rightsand equity,
vauediverse cultures, appreciatethe Earth and one another, and possessthe ability to resolve
disagreements and fight for justice without resorting to violence. Hence, peaceservesasa
crucial component in achieving the fulfilment of all human rights. To be specific to this
perspective, theincrement intherate of protection, promotion and fulfilmentsof humanrights
in the society is an illustration of the decreased rate in the rise of violence and conflicts.
Although fostering peace within anation and also in asociety is critical, yet some of the
aspects such asthe widespread repercussions of conflict, fragile military solutions against
politica problemsand destructive nature of conflicts and sluggish development of anation
have made thisfacet sgnificant in modern society. To assist peopleinfacing and addressng
the underlying causes and motivatorsof disputesand their aftereffects, concentrated effort
over amediumto long period of time arerequired. Inorder for societiesto beableto withstand
shocks, handle conflicts, and respond to changesin their environments, there must be peace.
In the absence of peace, it isunlikely to be feasible to achieve the sense of commitment,
cooperation, and inclusivity necessary.

Present situation in Indian Collegeand University

Although Defence stience and Defence sudiesare often used asinterchangeable terminology,
yet they can easly be differentiated from each other on the basis of good understanding. In
addition to studying bettle, fighting, and thetheory and use of organised coerciveforce, military
science dso andlyses military organisations, processes, and behaviour, while onother hand,
Defence studies are dependent ontheinterdisciplinary techniquesduetoitsbroader expansion
inmodern academicshy articulating international terroriam, Military History, Nationd security
servicesmore. While Defence science haslong been successful in occupying agood position
asanimportant subject intheIndian education system, Military Studiesis still found to be
currently taught barely inahandful of collegesor universitiesinIndia. Dr. A.N. Jha, thevice
chancdllor of the Univergty of Allahabad at thetime, spearheaded the moveto add Defence
Studiesasacurriculumat the University in 1940. 1n 1965, the department beganinstructing
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thetopic at the levelsof research and poggraduate. Apart fromthat, the University of Madras
has become eminent for taking the initiative of offering the opportunity of distancelearningin
Defence and Strategic Studiesto theinterested studentsin 1981; however, thisuniversity
seemsto offer courseson thesimilar subjectsat thelevelsof undergraduate, post-graduation,
MPhil and PhD. Not only Allahabad and Chennai, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand are the statesthat also
encouragethe collegesand Universitiesto educatethe sudentswho areinterested in Defence
and Strategic Studies. DeenDaya Upadhyaya Gorakhpur Universty, at Gorakhpur in Uttar
Pradesh, Guru Nanak College at Chennai, Bundelkhand University at Kanpur, and
Dr.Ambedkar Arts College at Tamil Nadu also offersthe scope of learning Defence and
Strategic sudies. In 2002, several schoolsin Maharashtraintroduced the ssudentswith this
subject at secondary levels. However, ill thenumber of such collegesand Universitiesoffering
the opportunity of learning thissubject at postgraduate levelsarelessin I ndiain comparison
with other countriesintheworld.

Present situation in the Collegeand University in West Bengal

Conddering theimportance of Defence and Strategic Studiesfor accderating the development
of thenation, West Bengal isanother state that has come forward to encouragea number of
collegesand Universtiesto treat the education of Defence and Strategic studiesasoneof the
mgor subjects. InWest Bengal, some collegesthat are effiliated under state Universtieslike
the Univergty of Calcutta, West Bengd State University atBarasat, University of Kayani,and
the University of Burdwan have been found for paying their major attention onthe Study of
Defence and strategy at undergraduate level. Despite being regarded asacrucia subject at a
number of Indian ingtitutions and universities, the subject of Defenceand Strategic Studies
haswitnessed asevere failure instead of blooming dueto lack of scope for achieving the
degree of Honoursat the under-graduation level. Moreover, the absence of opportunitiesfor
doing Mastersor Post-graduation inthe samefield seemsto create obstaclesin conducting
an extensveresearch aswell. However, theroot-causes of those problemsarelyinginthe
issue of unavailability of competent and efficient faculties who hasthe power of educating
studentswith in-depth knowledge and understanding regarding the study of Defence and
Strategic Studies.

M ethodology

Sincethis study isengaged in analysing the importance of study in Defence and strategic
Defencein collegesand Universities, theentire research extensively reliesonthe qualitative
research method. In this due course, | have taken the help of various online sources for
gathering adequate and updated information and conducting this specific research. The
adequacy, vaidity and credibility of thisstudy isthoroughly maintained throughout theresearch
processsncetheavailability of official webgtesof the above mentioned collegesand Universties
aswell asthe coordination of thefaculties associated with those collegesand Universities of
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West Bengal and Indiathroughout the interview process has helped meto derive authentic
informationthat | havefurther incorporated into thisstudly.

Concluson

Theanadyssinvitesmore opportunitiesto devel op the scope and arouse academic and srategic
interes for the study in Defence and Strategic studiesin collegesand Universities. Defence
studies should be taught to all the students of acountry and thus, every school, college and
Univergty inIndiarequire to introducethis subject asamajor one inthe academic syllabusin
order to meet the standard of the policy relevant with Defence studies. Besdes, the opportunity
of conducting plenty of researchestill require concrete policy decisoninvolving multidisciplinary
studieswhich definitely include disciplineslike, economics, international relations, history,
psychology aswell asgeography, diplomecy, environment, etc. Anappropriatetraining program
and integration of knowledge sharing process may be ableto giveriseto thecommunity of
competent teachers so that each student of I ndia can possess a commendable knowledge
over war, discipline, defenceand military strategy aswell.
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A Sudy on National Education Policy 2020 :

FutureEducation System
Aniruddha Saha
Ratna Garai

Abdract :

The Nationa Education Policy (NEP) 2020 proposer to transform education. The NEP 2020
isagpecia gage of advancement inthe education sysem. It focuseson theholistic development
of studentsby ensuring access, relevance, equity, quality and strong foundationa learning.
The NEP dso announcesthe formulation of anew and comprehensive National Curriculum
Framework for School Education, NCFSE 2020-2021, which will berevisited and updated
onceinevery5or 10 years.

Keywords. National Education Policy 2020, School Education, Higher Education,
| mplementation Strategy.

Introduction:
Theeducation policy 2020 amsto restructure both school education and higher educationin
India. And they aso renamed the union Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD)
Ministry of Education, asproposed in NEP, to bring focus back on education and learning.
This policy was submitted to K. Kasturiranganin May, 2019. New Education Policy was
launched onWednesday, July 29, 2020. Union Ministry for Information and Broadcasting
Prakash Javadekar And Human Resource Development Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank,
made the announcement of the NEP-2020. NEP 2020 focus on Literature & Scientific
Vocabulary of Indian Languages, strengthening Nationa I ngtitute for promotion of classical
Languages& Literature.
Objectivesof the Sudy:
The Objective of the Study on Nationa Education Policy 2020 are:

® To Understand the Newly Pedagogica Structureof school Education.

@ To Undersand TheNewlyAccepted School Education.

® To Understand The Newly Accepted Higher Education.
Principlesof NEP 2020:

® I[nnovationinDivergty:

Inall curriculum, Pedagogy, and Policy.
® Neutrality:
Equity of all educational decison making.

Saha, Aniruddha & Garai, Ratna: A Study on National Education Policy 2020 : Future Education System

Open Eyes, Indian Journal of Socid Science, Literature, Commerce & Allied Areas, Volume 19, No. 2, Dec 2022, Page
1 62-68, ISSN 2249-4332
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@ Participationin social activities:

Encourage and facility for social activities.

® UniqueCapabilities.

Recognizing, I dentifying themin each sudent.

® Creativethinking:

Toinfluencelogica thinking & cregtiveinnovation.

Target of NEP 2020:
e ECCEforall by 2030

@ Achieve 100% GrossEnrolment Ratio in school education by 2030.
® 50% Ger higher Education by 2035
® Teachersto be prepared for Assessment reforms by 2023.
® Inclusive & Equitable Education System by 2030.
Transforming Curricular & Pedagogical Sructure:

Sructure

Existing Academic

2Years
(Age 16to 18)

10Years
(Age61t0 16)
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New Academic
Sructure

4Years
(Age9to12)

3Years
Class6to8
(Age l11to 14)

3Years
Class3to5
(Age8to1l)

2Years
Class1& 2
(Age6t08)

3Years
Anganwadi/Pre-school/
Balvatika
(Age3to6)
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New Pedagogical and Curricular Structureof School Education (5+3+3+4) :
® Secondary Sage(4) multidisciplinary sudy, greater critical thinking, flexibility and
student choice of Subject
® Middle Sage(3) Experimental learningin the Sciences, Mathematics, Arts, Socid
Sciences, And Humanities.
® Preparatory Stage (3) Play, discovery, and activity- based and interactive dlassroom
learning
® Foundational Stage (5) Multilevel, Play/ Activity —based learning.
Curriculum:
® CoreEssentiads
Critical thinking
I nteractive classes
Experientid learning
Competency- based education
| ntegration of subject
Development of Scientific temper
Focuson children with disability
Reduce weight of school bags
@ Hedthcheck up
I nnovative Pedagogy:
> Experiential Learning
Focus on experiential and story-telling and Discovery- based learing method

> Integrated Pedagogy:
Arts, sports, Story- telling and | CT- integrated pedagogy

» Equal Weightage:
No separation between curricular, co-curricular activities

» Useof integration technology:
I ntegration of technology enabled pedagogy in classes6- 12
School Education:
® Bal Bhavan : Artrelated, Careerer related, And Play relaed Activities
® Samajik ChetnaK endras. To promote Socid, Intellectua, And Voluntary Activities.
® Planning
@ Health Check-up
Teacher Education:
® NPE 2020 Proposed New 4 YearsIntegrated B.ED
» B.ED degreefor 1 year after completed post graduate.
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» B.ED degreefor 2 year after completed Under graduate
» B.ED degreefor 4 year after completed Higher Secondary
New And Comprehensive National Curriculum Framework For Teacher
Education by 2021
National Higher Education Regulatory Council (NHERC), Functionassingle
point regulator for Higher Education Sector including Teacher Education.

B.ED for 2 years B.ED for 1 year

Teacher Recruitment and deployment:

Strengthening TETS, For all Teachersacross Foundational, Preparatory, Middle
And Secondary Stagein Public School.
Teach based planning for teacher recruitment

New Featuresin School Education:

ECCE for al by 2030: NCFfor ECCE

Preparatory Class/ Balvatikafor 5-6 year olds

National Foundational Literacy and Numeracy Mission

School preparationmodulefor dl class1 entrants

Special Education Zones

Gender Incluson Fund; KGBV supto class 12

Reductionin curriculumto core concept

Holistic Report card

Mediumof instruction mother tongue/ loca languages regional languagea least upto
grade5

Nationa Assessment Centre— PARAKH

Vocationa educationfrommiddie stage

Lok Vidya—local artistesas master instructorsin school

National professonal Standardsfor Teachersby 2022

Specid provisonsfor Gifted children

TEIsto moveto multidisciplinary collegesand universties by2030
Mandatory for every PhD student to do amodule onteacher education
School complex / clustersfor resource

New featuresin Higher Education:

HEIswill betransformed into large multidisciplinary universties, college, and HEIs
clusters/ knowledge hubs.
Undergraduate degree either 3 or 4- year duration multiple exist option.
4 year multidisciplinary Bachelor’sprogramme
Multidisciplinary Education and Research Universities (MERUS) will be set up.
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® Makinginditution autonomous.
® Professond academicand career counselling
@ Indudridization of educationwill dlow entry of foreignuniversities, learner Financid
support for sudents- National Scholarship porta expanded
® Professonal educationintegra part of thehigher education.
@ Stand- donetechnica Universties, health science universities, legal and agricultural
univerdities amto become multi- disciplinary Institution.
@ Nationd Ingtitutefor Pali, Persan, and Prakrit will be set up
® All education|ngtitutionswill be held to smilar sandard of audit and disclosure.
@ Effort to preserve and promote all Indian languagesincluding classicd, tribal, and
endangered languageswill be undertaken
@ IndianIngitutionof trandation and Interpretationto be established
@ Centrd advisory Board of educationwill be strengthened, remodelled and rguvenated
for developing, articulating, evaluating and revisng thevision of education.
Centre of Performance Assessment:
Create National Centre For, Performance Assessment Review And Analyss of
K nowledgefor Holistic Development (PARAKH)
% Objectivesof PARAKH
» Setting Norms, Standard And Guidelines For Assessment And Evaluation.
» Conducting State And National Achievement Survey.
» Monitoring Achievement of Learning Outcomeinthe Country.
Indian Culture, language, and Values:
@ StudytoLiterature& Scientific vocabulary of Indian Languages
@ LanguageFeculty
® ResearchonlLanguages
@ Cultural awarenessof our I ndian Knowledge Systems
® Promoting Traditional Arts/ Lok Vidya
Use of Technology:
® Useof technology in -
Education Planning
Teaching, learning & Assessment
Adminigration & Management
@ Virtua Labs
@ Nationd Education Technology Forum (NEFT)
@ Digitally Equipping Schools, TeachersAd Students

Concluson:
The Nationa Education Policy 2020 isthefirst education policy of the 21 century and amsto
addressthe many growing devel opment imperativesof our country. The new education policy

66



A Study on National Education Policy 2020 : Future Education System

emphasizesdiscovery learning, learning by doing that will help thelearner to makeindependent.
The new education policy must help re-establishteachers, at all levels, asthe most respected
and essential membersof our society. NEP2020 ismoving towardsto achieve 100% literacy
inIndiaby improving quaity of Indian education.
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